tern 


MAGAZINE OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH 





In this issue 
Twentieth Century Pharisaism 
Prescription for Intellectuals 


Is Your Singing Biblical? 





RACHEL AND LEAH (Page 4) 


Donald Grey Barnhouse 


AUGUST 
Kenneth L. Pike 1957 


Richard I. McNeely 
25 CENTS 


Concordia’s 


ee 


(Te in 


Christ” 


Sunday School Lessons 


Christ-related, Life-related 
Bible Lessons 


A distinetly religious educational program 
rich in Biblical content and Christian 
significance. Group-graded weekly lessons 
for all ages—from Nursery through adult- 
hood. Correlated teaching aids and activ- 
ity materials. Extensive workers’ guides 
that provide all the help needed for pur- 
poseful and effective teaching. Colorful 
material as inviting in appearance as it is 
helpful in content. And no comparative 
material is so low priced! 

Just mail this coupon for FREE KIT. 
See for yourself how instructive the 
material ...how meaningful, practical, 
effective, and inexpensive. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Dept. G 

3558 South Jefferson 

St. Louis 18, Missouri 

Please send me your [] FREE Kit [] FREE 
Prespectus of LIFE IN CHRIST SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS. 


ee 
OOM iii 


Oe ee 
OD Pastor OC Dir. of Chr. Ed. ( S.S. Superintendent 





- ROY L. aiaiee WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
“Every child has a right to know the truth about creation,” 
states Mrs. Roy L. Wilson, successful nursery 
department superintendent and teacher. “... And I’ve 
taught youngsters whose conceptions of creation 
were just as garbled as this little girl’s. That’s where 
Scripture Press All-Bible Graded Lessons have 
been such a boon to me. I’ve seen many puzzled looks 
on a child’s face change to smiling comprehension. 


Scripture Press Lessons make God’s Word touch the 
heart of a child.” 


Scripture Press Sunday School lessons 
oe present the Bible 
as the true and living Word of God 








SCRIPTURE PRESS 
1825 College Avenue * Wheaton, Illinois Dept. ETA-87 


free 


Send inf. ion on Scrip Press Sunday School lessons: 


SCRIPTURE | sagiemituieeti) oo" 


( Beginner Name . 


PRESS | oseszeaatsrons cs 


C Intermediate City. 
‘Ur. Kish) Church Name.............. 
CD Senior s 
0 Adult 
(D Home Dept. Position in Sunday School 














1825 College Avenue - Wheaton, Illinois 





Address 

















THE LAST NEW 
TESTAMENT! 


Recently a newly converted 
woman visited a small village in 
Greece. A shepherd sought her out 
and asked pleadingly, “Please, 
Miss, would it be at all possible 
for you to give me a New Testa- 
ment? | am that shepherd to whom 
you gave a Gospel tract a year ago. 
Don‘t you remember?” He took 
it from his pocket and showed it 
to her, worn with time. She felt 
deeply regretful that she did not 
have a Testament to give this seek- 
ing soul. The poor shepherd was 
ready to burst into tears. “Please, 
Miss, won’t you give me your own 
New Testament? | need it so 
much,” he begged. Persuaded that 
he was deeply in earnest, she gave 
it to him.. 


Meanwhile another shepherd 
joined them ahnd* pleaded for _ a 
New Testament, too. How her 
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Evangelicals of Great Britain are well 
acquainted with The Life of Faith and 
its editor, the Rev. Herbert F. Steven- 
son. We are happy to present in this is- 
sue his character study of one of the 
lesser lights of the scriptural record— 
Leah. This woman’s life story deals with 
“the problem of life’s inequalities,” says 
Editor Stevenson. 

* * * 

A new name to some ETERNITY read- 
ers may be that of Dr. Kenneth L. Pike, 
but not to experts in linguistics around 
the world. Besides holding the post of 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics at the 
University of Michigan, Dr. Pike is Ex- 
ecutive Director of Camp Wycliffe and 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics at 
the University of Oklahoma, Norman, 
Okla., and is a member of the Board of 
the Wycliffe Bible Translators. We know 
you'll like “Prescription for Intellect- 
uals.” 
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Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse brings out 
some deeply needed truth in the major 
article, “Twentieth Century Pharisa- 
ism.” Let us have your reactions. Let- 
ters which are typed make it much easier 
for the editors. 

* » * 

The article on Bultmann, the current 
theological rage of Germany, may not 
be light reading but it is most important. 
More and more Americans will hear dis- 
cussions of this German theologian. 

We are very grateful to Dr. Bernard 
Ramm for giving us this the last of four 
penetrating articles on current trends in 
theology. 
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LEAR 


the problem 
of life’s inequalities 


Why do some receive so much of the good things of life 


and others receive so little? 
By HERBERT F. STEVENSON 


he manifest inequalities of life are among the greatest 

perplexities of the inquiring mind and the greatest test- 
ings to faith in the divine providence. This problem is 
exemplified in the story of Leah and Rachel. Two sisters, 
enjoying the self-same heredity and environment, yet one 
was plain and unattractive (summed up in the phrase, 
“Leah had weak eyes’”—so misleadingly translated, “Leah 
was tender-eyed,” in the A.V., Gen. 29:17), while the other 
was gay and pretty. Therein lay the tragedy of Leah: the 
elder sister, she had a physical disability which would prob- 
ably have doomed her—but for the treacherous ruse her 
father Laban and she played on Jacob—like myriads of 
Leahs through all the centuries since, to lifelong spinster- 
hood. And despite her stratagem, frustration and bitterness 
dogged her still, in even more poignant form, as an un- 
loved wife. We seldom gain by guile what we fail to win 
honorably. Treachery has a boomerang effect; as Jacob the 
deceiver also discovered when he was himself deceived. 

This physical distinction between the two sisters may 
seem to some a comparatively unimportant matter, but 
they did not regard it so. A great gulf between them is 
depicted in the terse comment of Holy Writ: “Leah had 
weak eyes: but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.” 
Oh, the inexpressible heartache occasioned by unloveliness 
of figure or features and the unloved condition in which 
they so often result—to say nothing of the still greater de- 
privations and disabilities which so many have to endure. 
Why should some have so much of the good things of life, 
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and others so little? For those lavishly endowed by nature 
receive yet more, while the deprived are still further de- 
nied. The lovely have love lavished upon them, with all 
that love can bestow; while the unattractive must often 
struggle along in loneliness as best they can. 


The love of Jacob for Rachel was perfectly natural, and 
his wooing of her is one of the most charming stories in the 
Old Testament. It needs no flight of imagination, however, 
to realize the bitterness of heart experienced by Leah at 
her handsome young sister’s triumph in winning the affec- 
tion of their cousin. The seven years which passed so swiftly 
for them in the enjoyment of their love for one another, 
were full of frustration and foreboding for her; their mu- 
tual happiness emphasized her desolation. So the despicable 
trick was devised between Leah and her father and per- 
petrated on what Jacob thought to be his wedding day with 
Rachel. Under cover of the heavy veils worn on such an 
occasion in those days, Leah was wedded to Jacob instead 
of Rachel, and he did not realize the wicked deception un- 
til the marriage was effected. (How they managed to keep 
Rachel quiet during those critical hours one cannot im- 
agine!) The evil was not undone but deepened by the ex- 
cuse of Laban that it would violate the custom of the coun- 
try for the younger daughter to be married before the elder 
(he had had seven years to explain that, but had not done 
so), and by his suggestion that Jacob should marry Rachel 
also. Now, Abraham and Isaac, Jacob’s grandfather and 
father, those men of faith to whom God had given great 
and precious promises, had been strictly monogamous; and 
Jacob’s departure from. that standard, although not ex- 
plicitly condemned in Scripture, carries its own condemna- 
tion in the sad story of the bitter rivalry and hatred be- 
tween the two sisters; for these evils are the inevitable ac- 
companiments of polygamy. 


Despite the great wrong of which Leah was guilty, God 
had compassion upon her: “When the Lord saw that Leah 
was hated,” we read, “he opened her womb” (Gen. 29:31). 
To have sons was the dearest wish of every head of a house- 
hold in those days; and to present sons to their husbands 
was the great joy and pride of wives. To Leah, the birth 
of Reuben brought even more: the hope that now Jacob 
would esteem and love her. She expressed this wistful long- 
ing in the name she gave her firstborn, for “Reuben” means 
“Behold, a son!”: “for she said, Surely the Lord hath looked 
upon my affliction; now therefore will my husband love 
me.” But her hope was vain; and her grievous disappoint- 
ment—mingled still with hope—is reflected in the name of 
her second son, Simeon, “Hearing,” so named “Because the 
Lord hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given 
me this son also.” Hope dies hard in the human heart, and 
was uppermost again in Leah’s when her third son arrived: 
“Now this time,” she said, “will my husband be joined un- 
to me, because I have borne him three sons: therefore was 
his name called Levi (‘Joined’).” At long last, however, she 
faced the fact that Jacob’s love was not thus to be won; 
and now a significant change took place in her. If we may 
judge by the very different kind of name she gave her 
fourth son, her thoughts and aspirations were no longer 
centered upon Jacob. She turned instead to God, who had 
been compassionate, whereas he was cold; gracious, while 
he was unrelenting. This time she said, “Now will I praise 
the Lord,” and the child was named Judah, “Praise.” 
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Now that touches the very heart-of the matter. If indéed: 
Leah found comfort and consolation in God—and we must 
not presume too much from a simple phrase—then she 
turned to the one true and unfailing source of satisfaction. 
With Him is none of the fickleness of men, none of the 
varying emotions and moods which mar human relation- 
ships; God is love, and all who draw nigh to Him find 
Him to be—as Paul long afterward declared—“the God of 
all comfort.” The very disabilities and deprivations which 
frustrate the satisfaction of natural hopes and longings are 
“blessings in disguise” if they lead to a deeper trust in 
Him; “for all things work together for good to them that 
love God.” This is no mere sop -to the’ stricken. heart; it is 
the profoundest truth concerning eternal verities and val- 
ues. To come into a relationship with God of intimate fel- 
lowship and simple trust is the supreme privilege and ulti- 
mate purpose of life; and blessed is every factor contribut- 
ing toward it, no matter how distasteful it may for a time 
seem to be. 


At this point the story takes another turn, for Rachel, 
who all her life had been envied by Leah, now in her turp 
“envied her sister” (30:1) and said to Jacob, “give me chi} 
dren, or else I die.”” So querulous, evidently, was her tone 
that he replied angrily, “Am I in God’s stead, who: hath 
withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?” Those who ate 
regarded as greatly favored are not always so contented as 
we might consider them to be. Certainly Rachel was not. 
With all her personal attractions and the steadfast love of 
her husband, she wanted still more. She seems to have been 
essentially a worldly-minded person: the satisfactions of 
this life counted for everything with her. She was not con- 
tent even with so large a measure of blessedness as she pos- 
sessed: she must have everything she desired, or life’ wasn’t 
worth living! Those who envy the richly endowed seldom 
realize how little true and abiding satisfaction they really 
enjoy; for the heart ever craves still more than it at present 
possesses—until it finds its true “home” in God. 


Then follows an episode characteristic of those times and 
circumstances, when the two sisters pursued their rivalry by 
persuading Jacob to take their maids as concubines; and to 
both of these were born two sons. Again “God hearkened 
unto Leah,” and she had her fifth and sixth sons, Issachar 
(i.e., “recompense”) and Zebulun—whose name, “dwelling,” 
reveals her still hankering after the love she could never 
hope to win. “God hath endued me with a good dowry,” 
she exclaimed; “now will my husband dwell with me, be- 
cause I have borne him six sons.” Instead of winning him 
from Rachel, however, her “good dowry” was eclipsed by 
an unexpected event: “God remembered Rachel, and God 
hearkened unto her, and opened her womb”—and Joseph 
was born. What joy was hers—and what chagrin was Leah's! 
But even that great blessing did not suffice. In the very 
receiving of it Rachel grasped at more and declared deter- 
minedly to God and to all concerned her unsatisfied desire 
in the very name of her child; for Joseph means “adding.” 
“The Lord shall add to me another son” was her avaricious 
avowal. 

As thus presented in the pages of Scripture, Leah and 
Rachel are not very attractive characters—though perhaps 
their less pleasant traits were more the product of their 
circumstances than of their inherent natures. However that 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Did the bitter conflict between 
Jesus and the Pharisees end with the 


death of Christ? 


TWENTIETH CENTURY PHARISAISM 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 





There is a right and a wrong way to use the Bible. Because 

so many have used it wrongly, unbelievers sneer and say, 
“You can prove anything by the Bible.” This, however, is 
not so. One can prove anything by the Bible only by using 
it ignorantly or dishonestly. One can prove anything by 
Shakespeare or the dictionary or Second Year Algebra, if 
they are used wrongly. Turn the pages of any book and 
pick out three words: black, is, and white. If you put these 
words together to make them prove that “black is white,” 
you are defiling the book. Only by using the Bible thus can 
false doctrines be supported. 

This is a very important question today because the 
Bible is misused even in the circles which profess most 
loudly to honor the Word. The great struggle between 
Judaism and the early Christians was over the right and 
wrong use of the Bible. The men who stood most bitterly 
against Jesus Christ, who took counsel against Him in order 
to destroy Him, and whom He severely denounced, were 
the scribes and Pharisees. 

Who were the scribes? They were men who gave their 
lives to the study and interpretation of the Scriptures. As 
the priests turned to other studies in the centuries before 
Christ, the scribes became the most zealous defenders of 
the Scriptures, and thus were the real teachers of the 
people. 

Who were the Pharisees? Their name signifies their na- 
ture—they were separatists. The name comes from the He- 
brew parash: to separate. They made strict obedience to 
the Law of Moses the test of all life, and their hope in this 
world and the next hung on strict conformity to that Law. 
Their sole desire was to separate themselves from the con 
tamination of “unclean” things and from the common 
people who were less concerned with scrupulous observance 
of fine points of the Law. They were literalists in their in- 
terpretation of Scripture to a degree that would please the 
most exacting separatist of our day. They held unswervingly 
to the doctrines of immortality of the soul, resurrection of 
the body, future retribution, a coming Messiah, angels, 
spirits, divine providence, and freedom of the will. Their 
interpretation of Scripture provided the standard of observ- 
ance and belief for the great majority of Jews. Nevertheless 
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they brought down upon themselves the fiercest words that 
fell from the lips of Jesus! 

When we study the New Testament closely, we discover 
references to some good men among the scribes and Phati- 
sees. Gamaliel, the Pharisee, stands as an honest man who 
wished to see fair play. An honest scribe answered Christ so 
well that the Lord said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34). Paul threw the Sanhedrin 
into dissension by announcing that he was “a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee” (Acts 23:6), and used this title as a term 
ot honor when describing himself to the Philippians (3:5). 

These, however, were exceptions and the terms “scribes” 
and “Pharisees” today are expressions of vituperation be- 
cause the Lord Jesus Christ tore the mask from these men 
who maintained their own false interpretations of the 
written word and opposed Him, the living Word. It must 
not be forgotten that Christ’s chief enemies lashed out at 
Him from the citadel of the Scripture as they interpreted 
it. It was a group of Pharisees who said that Jesus worked by 
the power of the Devil, and to them His terrible words con- 
cerning the unpardonable sin were spoken (Matt. 12:24 ff.). 
A twentieth-century Pharisee, criticizing a well-known gos- 
pel preacher, said “The Devil delights to sponsor the preach- 
ing of the gospel! He always has!” A group of scribes and 
Pharisees, seeking a sign from Jesus, heard Him pronounce 
great words of judgment: “An evil and adulterous genera- 
tion seeks for a sign; but no sign shall be given to it except 
the sign of the prophet Jonah .. .” (Matt. 12:38). “Brood 
of vipers!” 

Publicly Jesus warned the crowds against their religious 
leaders. “The scribes and Pharisees teach the Mosaic Law,” 
He told them, “so you must do what they tell you and fol- 
low their instructions. But you must not imitate their lives! 
For they preach and do not practice. They pile up back- 
breaking burdens and lay them on other men’s shoulders— 
yet they themselves will not lift a finger to shift them. Their 
whole lives are planned with an eye to effect. They increase 
the size of their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of 
their robes; they love seats uv! honor at dinners and front 
places in the synagogues. They love to be greeted with re- 
spect in public places and to have men cal] them ‘Rabbi!’ 
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Don’t you ever be called ‘Rabbi’—you have only one Teach- 
er, and all of you are brothers. And don’t call any human 
being ‘father’—for you have one Father and He is in 
Heaven. And you must not let people call you ‘leaders’— 
you have only one Leader, Christ! The only ‘superior’ is 
the one who serves the others. For every man who pro- 
motes himself will be humbled, and every man who learns 
to be humble will find promotion. 

“But alas for you, you scribes and Pharisees, play-actors 
that you are! You lock the doors of the Kingdom of Heaven 
in men’s faces; you will not go in yourselves and you will 
not allow those at the door to go inside. 

“Alas for you, you scribes and Pharisees, play-actors! You 
scour sea and land to make a single convert, and then you 
turn him into twice as much a son of perdition as your- 
selves. . .. 

“Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you utter frauds! 
. . . You call yourselves leaders, and yet you can’t see an 
inch before your noses. You filter out a mosquito and 
swallow a camel. 

“What miserable frauds you are, you scribes and Phari- 
sees! You clean the outside of the cup and the dish, while 
the inside is full of greed and self-indulgence. Can’t you see, 
Pharisee? First wash the inside of a cup or a plate, and 
then you can polish the outside. 

“Alas for you, you hypocritical scribes and Pharisees! 
You are like whitewashed tombs, which look fine on the 
outside but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all 
kinds of rottenness. In the same way you appear like 
good men on the outside—but inside you are a mass of 
pretense and wickedness” (Matt. 23:1 ff.). 

Read the Gospels closely. Why did the Lord Jesus Christ 
condemn these men so sharply? The reason is that they 
put the letter of their tradition about the Bible ahead of 
the spirit in applying the Word to daily life. 

Because there are twentieth-century Pharieses, it is neces- 
sary for me to stop here and say plainly that I personally 
accept the supernatural source and authority of the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. I believe in all that 
is taught in the divine revelation. I believe in the Virgin 
Birth of our Lord, in His absolute deity, in His vicarious, 
substitutionary atonement, in His bodily resurrection and 
literal ascension to Heaven, and in His glorious return. 

Having said this, I wish to point ou that yieldedness to 
Christ Himself is more important than yieldedness to these 
doctrines. Someone has said that we are not justified by 
faith in the doctrine of justification by faith, but that we are 
justified by faith in God through the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the grounds of His death for us. It is possible to be so 
enamored with the doctrine that we lose sight of the Per- 
son of the Lord Jesus. 

One may ask, “How could Jesus condemn men who were 
so devoted to the Scriptures?” It was because their devotion 
to the Bible was tied up with their tradition about it and 
their interpretation of it. They put down what they thought 
it said, refused to submit their interpretation to spiritual 
examination or criticism, and put a ban on any who 
wouldn’t go along with them. A Yale professor of a gen- 
eration ago spoke well when he said of these Pharisees: 
“Because this tradition and interpretation had obtained in 
their minds a pseudo-sanctity even when in conflict with 
the very spirit of the Bible itself, the true and eternal ‘word 
of God,’ Jesus applied to them the words of Isaiah: “This 
people honoreth me with their lips but their heart is far 
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The faith of our souls affects our footsteps or it is unreal: 


from me. But in vain do they worship me, teaching ordin- 
ances that are precepts of men.’ ”” é 

The conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees did not end 
with Christ's death. How could it? The apostles preached 
by the same Spirit that had anointed Jesus. Paul was 
brought out of Pharisaism, and it would take several para- 
graphs merely to list the clashes recorded in the Acts and 
the Epistles between the apostle of freedom and these men 
of rules. Suffice it to recall that Paul wrote of “false apos- 
tles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles 
of Christ” (II Cor. 11:13). The same passage shows that 
they were really the servants of Satan and that their end 
will correspond to their deeds. These, too, were the men 
who came into Paul’s meeting with the leaders of the 
Jerusalem brethren in order to spy out the liberty which 
he had in Christ, that they might bring him into their 
bondage (Gal. 2:4). 

The purpose of this present article is to discuss the 
danger of scribism and Pharisaism in our own century. 
This writing arises out of a long conversation with a dozen 
godly men. We sat on a lawn one sunny afternoon and 
discussed our relationship with all of the members of the 
body of Christ. All these men agreed that I am heading in 
the right direction when | proclaim that fellowship here on 
earth must be on the basis of new life in Christ, not be- 
cause of intellectual knowledge. If I believe that God has 
truly saved a man I must seek to be as close to him as he 
will let me be. I recognize that there are some who will 
not allow us to get close to them. Whatever members of 
the Roman Catholic Church are members of the true body 
of Christ are usually so blinded by their ecclesiastical 
polity that they will have no Christian fellowship with 
any who are not in their rut of submission to the Pope. 
The blame for broken fellowship, therefore, lies upon 
them. 

While speaking of Romanists, let me tell of one good deed 
on their part. Recently Bob Pierce was bringing a plane- 
load of Korean children to the United States. When the 
plane came down at Tokyo, it was discovered that some of 
the children had measles. The Japanese authorities wished 
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SHEEP 


The credit for the information in this 
editorial really belongs to Ruth Graham. 
Six of us were having dinner together, 
and the conversation turned on ‘the fact 
that someone had given Billy Graham 
three or four prize sheep. Ruth had 
been reading about sheep and quoted 
the following from Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica: “Sheep belong to the family of 
hollow-horned ruminants or Bovidae. 
They pass almost imperceptibly into the 
goats.” 

Naturally we all laughed, and then 
began to apply the truth spiritually. 
How difficult it is for us to tell the dif- 
ference! This is a job that the Lord 
alone is able to do, and He will do it 
when His time comes for the separation. 
How tragic when men try to distinguish 
sheep from goats by standards of their 
own devising! The catastrophe of separa- 
tism in the churches wounds most deep- 
ly and hinders the true spiritual growth 
of the people. The New Testament tells 
us that we are to separate from Satan's 
temples. “Come out from among them” 
(II Cor. 6:17), that we are to separate 
from unbelievers who deny the doctrine 
of Christ (II John 9-11), and from be- 
lievers who are in open sin of immoral- 
ity or dishonesty (1 Cor. 5:11; 6:10) al- 
though we are told that we may company 
with unbelievers who are immoral (I 
Cor. 5:10)! This may scare some sepa- 
ratists, but it is God who tells us this. 
He knows how He is going to get the 
truth over to unbelievers. 

Later in the conversation Ruth Gra- 
ham spoke of another statement in a 
book she had been reading to her chil- 
dren. Ernest Thompson Seton, in Wild 
Animals I have Known, says that when 
a wolf wants to attack sheep he first 
tries to separate them. So long as they 
remain in a tight group, the wolf can 
do nothing. But if he can get half a 
dozen away from the flock he can then 
separate these from each other and ulti- 
mately can find one that he can attack 
and kill. 

What a warning to us to seek one- 
ness with all who.are truly born again! 
Our fellowship must be on the basis 
that we are members of the body of 
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Christ. Can we not draw a real lesson 
from the fact that the sheep family in- 
cludes Rambouillets, Merinos, Hamp- 
shires, Suffolks, Dorsets, Persians and 
many others? 

The third couple at the table were 
Texans on whose ranch are raised Ram- 
bouillet sheep. They will tell you that 
these sheep are the finest in the world 
(at least for their part of Texas!), but 
they would also tell you that a scrawny 
sheep of any old breed is better than a 
wolf. 

And I remarked that the people who 
had attacked the Graham meetings in 
Manhattan were of such disparate back- 
grounds. We can understand the virul- 
ence of the editors of secular Atlantic 


‘Monthly. These are wolves. We can also 


understand the defense mechanisms of 
at least one writer in the Christian Cen- 
tury. The Roman Catholics are only 
being consistent in holding to their 
great error—that they and nobody else 
form the church of Christ. But how are 
we to understand the old rams who work 
like wolves to separate the Lord’s own, 
one from the other? God has said that 
He must wreck such sheep (I Cor. 3:17). 


CONTEXT 


Some time ago I was startled to re- 
ceive a letter from the Christian Science 
Committee on Publication, compliment- 
ing me on an editorial I had written 
and announcing that they were sending 
me a copy of their publication, Senti- 
nel, in which they were quoting my 
statement. 

In the Sentinel 1 discovered my name, 
the name of Eternity, and the follow- 
ing: “If those who truly trust in Christ 
had more of the love of Christ, there 
would be a greater oneness and a reali- 
zation that true believers approach truth 
from different points of view. There 
would be less name-calling and more 
appreciation of the worth that exists 
in other molds than our own. There 
would be less bad condescension and 
more going along with the current of 
lowly things, which will certainly bring 


‘true believers together.” 


The “Scientist” editor stated that this 
was a “Sign of the Times with which we 


heartily agree and sincerely endeavor to 
practice.” 

Even before I looked up the editorial 
from which this paragraph was lifted, I 
knew that they had totally misunder- 
stood what I wrote because they had 
taken it out of context. I do not believe 
that Christian Scientists are truly trust- 
ing in the Christ whom I know. He is 
Jehovah God, the second person of the 
Trinity. He came to earth in a real 
body in order to die on the cross and 
shed His blood for the remission of sins. 
A true Christian is one who believes this. 
Jesus Christ is Lord, in the sense defined, 
and Savior, in the sense defined. We can 
agree with those who accept Christ in 
these definitions. 

The immediate context of my editorial 
was an attempt to build a bridge be- 
tween those who accept Christ in these 
definitions but who differ on other 
points. The written creeds of Episcopal- 
ians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, 
Seventh-day Adventists, Lutherans, Pen- 
tacostals, etc., thus accept Christ. These 
groups need to be brought closer to- 
gether and to reappraise the secondary 
doctrines on which they differ. Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Christian Scientists, Unitar- 
ians, Moslems, atheists etc., are various 
groups of unbelievers who cannot be 
considered members of the one body in 
Christ, and who therefore cannot be in 
Christian fellowship with those who are 
in that body. 

These latter groups do not truly trust 
the Christ of the Bible. Therefore, any- 
thing of theirs that looks like the love 
of the true Christ is a counterfeit made 
by the enemy, Satan. There can be no 
oneness except in the Christ who is 
God the Redeemer. There is worth in 
the molds of Episcopalianism, Method- 
ism, Pentacostalism, etc., but there is no 
worth in Christian Science and kindred 
groups. Anything of real truth in their 
systems is a bit of metal added to a 
counterfeit to make it passable. 


PROPHETIC NEED 


What is the difference between 
preaching in the twentieth century and 
that of the Apostolic Age? The points 
of view of the two centuries and an 
analysis of the changes in direction of 
preaching were sharply brought out by 
Dr. D. T. Niles in the annual Lyman 
Beecher Lectures at Yale earlier this 
year. 

Dr. Niles, executive director of the 
World Council of Churches’ evangelism 
department, delivered the lectures un- 
der the title, “The Preacher’s Task and 
the Stone of Stumbling.” He asserted 
that the early church, believing in the 
swift consummation of the plan of God, 
the return of Christ and the end of the 
world, was not afraid to “turn the world 
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Here are some ideas in neat packages to 


be curried with you and used as needed 


FORMULAS 


By ELIZABETH STRACHAN 


I has always seemed to me that formulas were such neat 
packages in which to carry ideas. 

Every so often from the lips of a friend or from a good 
book we hear a phrase that “sticks like a burr” in our 
minds and becomes a part of our spiritual treasury. These 
“burrs” or formulas become sort of harbor lights by which 
we steer, and help us over many a rough patch. The Bible 
tells us that we should share what we have with others, and 
certainly that must mean our eternal riches, as well as our 
temporal ones. The following are some of my own favorite 
formulas: 


Go to Jesus 

It was the closing day of a young people’s Bible confer- 
ence at Ben Lippen. The beloved director, Dr. R. C. Mc- 
Quilkin, was giving last-minute helps to the delegates who 
would soon be leaving that beautiful mountain top of 
spiritual blessing for the humdrum valley of everyday work 
and temptations. Finally, he said, “Now, young people, I 
want to give you a magic formula to take with you as you 
go to your homes. If you forget everything else you've 
learned up here, and can just remember to follow this 
formula, you will be able to solve your problems and live 
a happy Christian life.” He talked for several minutes about 
these three short, important words that he hoped we would 
always remember to follow, and then finally, when we were 
all quite impatient to hear them, he said, “The magic 
words are ‘Go to Jesus.’ If you can just remember in every 
difficulty, need or trial to go to Jesus, you will find a sure 
source of help. It is a formula that will never fail you.” 

That was twenty-five years ago, and it would be impos- 
sible to say how many scores of times the magic formula has 
worked for me. Almost every time I use it, I think of those 
lovely words of James, “Draw nigh unto God and He will 
draw nigh unto you.” There have been many times when 
the help that has come has been miraculous and instantan- 
eous. There have been other times when it has had to be 
taken by faith—but always it has come. 


In Everything Give Thanks 
I was a Freshman in college and there was an older stu- 
dent whose exemplary Christian life I had admired. I heard 
from the boys who lived in his house that he spent a great 
deal of time in prayer. I also heard of his working extra 
hours, and having those hours credited to a friend who was 
almost ill from overwork. I am sure he was completely un- 
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aware of the way one lowly underclassman was watching 
him and his consistent Christian life. 

At that time I had been reading a great deal on the sub- 
ject of the Christian life—just how much one could expect 
of holiness and fruitfulness this side of Heaven. I had been 
especially interested in biographies of great and useful 
Christians and the various paths by which they had attained 
their high plane of Christian living. But to be frank, I had 
become confused and it all seemed rather complicated to 
me. 

One night this upperclassman and I, along with some 
others, were discussing just this point. Finally, in such a 
quiet way this fellow said, “Well, I’ve read some books 
and heard a number of sermons on the Christian life, but 
personally the thing that has helped me most is just to fol- 
low those four words of Paul, ‘In everything give thanks.’ 
I find that if I will do that in my heart throughout the 
day, I somehow have the faith and the sense of the pres- 
ence of the Lord that I need.” 

Thus another plain, but shining jewel was added to my 
spiritual treasury. 


Thy love, Lord 


This is one of the most recent additions to my list of 
workable formulas. It is taken out of Edges of Elis Ways, 
daily readings compiled from the writings of Amy Car- 
michael to her children. She wrote: 

“Dr. F. B. Meyer once told me that when he was young 
he was very irritable, and an old man told him that he 
had found relief from this very thing by looking up the 
moment he felt it coming, and saying, “Thy sweetness, 
Lord.’ By telling this, that old man greatly helped Dr. 
Meyer, and he told it to tens of thousands. I pass it on to 
you because I have found it a certain and a quick way of 
escape. Take the opposite of your temptation and look up 
inwardly, naming that opposite: Untruth—Thy truth, 
Lord; Unkindness—Thy kindness, Lord; Impatience—Thy 
patience, Lord; Selfishness-Thy unselfishness, Lord; 
Roughness—Thy gentleness, Lord; Discourtesy—Thy cour- 
tesy, Lord; Resentment, inward heat, fuss—Thy sweetness, 
Lord, Thy calmness, Thy peacefulness.” 

One lovely thought connected with the above is the 
deathless, contagious blessing of words spoken in the 
Spirit. As nearly as I can figure it, the old man who told 
F. B. Meyer the formula must have done so over a hun- 
dred years ago, and yet it is still being passed on for the 
help of many. 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Prescription for 


INTELLECTUALS 


| What did Jesus mean, “Ye must be born 





again,” and why did He say it only to the 


By KENNETH L. PIKE 
Executive Director, Camp Wycliffe 


searching intellectual? 








H?’° you ever asked why the Lord told Nicodemus, the 

intellectual, that he “must be born again,” but never 
said it to the harlot, the publican, and the down-and-outer? 
If you have never thought of it before, think of it now. We 
repudiate any assumption that these reports in the Bible 
are just accidental, or that the apostle John “just happened” 
to choose a particular illustration. To retain our mental 
health about the Bible, we must assume that this was not 
accidental; we must believe that it was designed. Studying 
the design, we note that to the intellectual Jesus said, 
“You must be born again,” and he did not say it—so far as 
is reported—to the publican. Why the difference? There 
must be a reason. I refuse to suspect that there is none, and 
I think that we can find at least part of that reason. 

The down-and-outer who wants to be cleansed, forgiven, 
and straightened out, does not need extensive understand- 
ing of how help comes. He only needs help and needs it 
quickly. 

If you are in the water about to drown and you come 
up and see someone, you call “Help!”, and lift up your 
arms, and he reaches down and pulls you out. At that mo- 
ment you don’t try to figure out how he happened to be 
there, or where he came from. You don’t stop to reason 
with yourself about whether or not his boat will hold you. 
You don’t stop to worry about whether or not his help will 
really last. All you say is “Help!” and you grab. 

And that is all that the sinner who is socially down does 
—the one who is helpless and knows it. The open sinner 
doesn’t have to worry about whether the system of Chris- 
tianity is logically coherent and airtight in its defenses. He 
only needs to see Jesus and to know that somehow He can 
help. 

The down-and-outer who is in real trouble doesn’t argue 
and ask, “Jesus, how can you help me? I don’t see how it’s 
possible. I’m a sinner and therefore it is philosophically im- 
possible for you to help me.” The down-and-outer doesn’t 
consider whether or not this particular help will cause any 
upset in his prior philosophical thinking. He knows just 
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one thing at this point. He knows that he has been stub- 
born, wrong, and wicked, and he knows (by means of the 
Scriptures and the grace of God in his heart) that Jesus 
loves him and wants to help him. 

We don’t have to know all about the philosophy of the 
Christian system to get help. It says in Romans 10:13 that 
those who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. It 
doesn’t specify that those shall be saved who know that the 
crucifixion has the shed blood which, when applied to the 
heart, cleanses and that the resurrection made the cruci- 
fixion effective in us. A person doesn’t have to know even 
that much. The Word of God says, “Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved,” and I believe 
it with my whole heart. All the down-and-outer has to do 
is shout “Help!” to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he gets it. 

The intellectual is not quite so. 

The intellectual already has his mental outlook logically 
formed, a coherent system with all of the bits fitting to- 
gether in a neat mosaic such that the removal of one bit 
of the mosaic destroys the pattern. The intellectual must 
be able to understand, if he is going to live with himself, 
from whence help comes. He reasons like this: “Ah .. . 
there is help offered us. Now just let’s think about this for 
a minute. Where does it come from? Power doesn’t come 
from nowhere. It has to have a satisfactory source. Is there 
a source that can really contribute this power which is 
alleged to reside in the man Jesus? I’m not sure of that. 
I wonder how we can test it. We look for it in our test 
tubes, and we don’t find it. We get subjective evidence for 
it in that people say that they’ve received help; but others 
get help from psychiatrists and that seems to be the same 
order of magnitude. Such help is all very. well for those 
people who are slightly non-academic and emotionally dis- 
turbed. It is all very well for them to get -psychiatric and 
psychosomatic aid through faith in this Jesus, but I wonder 
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IS YOUR SINGING 


BIBLICAL? 


Is singing for entertainment only, or does the Bible give us 


other reasons for music in the church? 


By RICHARD I. MC NEELY 


Minister of Music, First Brethren Church, Long Beach, California. 


Fifty voices were encouraged by a broadly gesticulating 

song leader: “Really sing it!” “Take the roof off this 
building with the singing of this chorus!” And so fifty young 
voices yelled, screamed and sang to please the song leader. 
He then held up signs reading: “Sing,” “Hum,” “Stand 
Up,” “Sit Down,” “Turn Around and Shake Hands,” “Stop 
Singing,” and various other directions intended to “pep 
up” the meeting. Then he turned on a brightly lighted 
singing thermometer on which bulbs lighted successively as 
the volume of singing increased; after two, three, even four 
tries, the crowd was pleased with itself because the challenge 
of the topmost bulb had been met. There it shone, red and 
bright, a symbol of triumph in Christian singing! 

Various means and devices are used by song leaders today 
to get people to sing. But, is singing merely a source of 
entertainment, or is there a biblical standard by which to 
gauge our singing? 

The question was asked in a hymnology class, “What is 
the purpose of singing?” The general consensus of the stu- 
dents, most of them fresh out of high school, was “to enter- 
tain.” 

Indeed, all of us need to scrutinize carefully our personal 
answer to this question and then act upon it. 

A variety of other answers was given to the question, and 
though the sincerity of those answering them is not doubt- 
ed, their basis for answering is. One gave attraction as a 
purpose; that is, a “bait” to capture sinners. But is this the 
scriptural revelation concerning music in the church? 


New Testament Music 

One might suspect that in such a realm as music the New 
Testament would have little to say concerning either its 
material or its use, but strikingly enough, both are in evi- 
dence. In relation to material, the New Testament records 
at least fifteen hymns or fragments and others which may 
be hymns. In the Old Testament a whole book is given 
over to the music of Israel; and there is an abundance of 
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similar literature in the other books. So the scriptural reve- 
lation on the subject is far from scant. 

But the most important to our study is the use of these 
hymns, as presented in Scripture. The key passages are 
Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:19. They are closely relat- 
ed, as are the two books themselves, but there are shades 
of difference. 

From these two passages, we note, first, that there are 
three forms of music: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 
Now, we must determine what the writer means by these 
forms. 

The Psaim. The word used here is taken directly from 
the Greek word Psalmos, which is in turn from the verb 
psallo. Its meaning is generally “to pull, twitch or twang,” 
and from this meaning the instrument of Hebrew origin, 
the psaltery, derived its name. In the Septuagint version of 
the Old Testament, psallo is translated, “to sing with a 
harp.” So the main idea is that the psalm is to be accom- 
panied. Lightfoot comments regarding the passage that the 
reference here seems to be to the psalms of David, which 
formed a substantial part of the musical ministry of the 
early church. These became the basis for such collections as 
the Geneva Psalter and the Scotch Psalter as well as for the 
work of the great hymn-writer, Isaac Watts. 

Although we are not discussing the pro or con of using 
musical instruments in church worship, it might be well to 
say something concerning such use. Since the primary mean- 
ing of the word psallo is to twang, and the Jews so under- 
stood it, it is possible that the psalm was distinguished from 


’ other forms of music by being accompanied. Even in this 


context, it seems that the apostle would put some injunction 
against the use of instruments if such were to be considered 
carnal. The Day of Pentecost did not mark complete re- 
pudiation of Judaism in the minds of the Christians. This 
is evidenced by the counsel at Jerusalem as well as the let- 
ter to Galatia. 

The Hymn. The meaning of this word was derived from 
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the custom of singing praises to mythological deities in the 
heathen religions. The Greek humnos relates to a song of 
praise addressed to God. Therefore, its direction is upward 
and springs from the delight of the heart in relationship 
to God. Such is the expression in Hebrews 2:12 where the 
writer in quoting the psalmist writes, “In the midst of the 
assembly, I will sing praises [hymn] to thee.” 

It was natural for the early Christians to add to the 
truth of the Psalms the reality of the Messiah who had come. 
So we have expressions of His person appearing «arly in the 
Christian Church. 

The Spiritual Song. Under this term much of our present- 
day music is foisted on the church. One musician declared 
that spiritual songs were the choruses and songs which we 
sing to one another. Everything which mentions Christ, salva- 
tion, gospel, Christian joy, the Bible, or anything with a 
flavoring of Christian “lingo,” has been cast into this group. 
These effusions speak of salvation coming and the singer 
not knowing or caring where, or “when, or how”; or of a 
Savior who saves “sweetly, neatly, and completely.” Or, in 
conjunction with many of our modern advertisements, 
they tell us that Christ will give us “a lift out of life.” We 
could cite many such clichés which are presented to our 
people worthy of song. 

However, a better rendering of this little term, “spiritual 
song,” would be “‘An ode of a spiritual character.” It is not 
the allowance of “religious” music which is in mind, but 
rather the thought of that music’s character. It is to be 
spiritual! Even John Calvin wrote: “The appellation spirit- 
ual, given to these songs, is strikingly inappropriate; for 
the songs most frequently used are almost always on trifl- 
ing subjects, and very far from being chaste.” The spirit- 
ual song is far from the trite, unscriptural ditties that 
adorn our songbooks today. It is the expression of the 
believer who has been filled, led, and taught by the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit-filled Christian has a keener apprecia- 
tion of God’s holiness and of salvation than that expressed 
in music which is fostered as “Christian” or “spiritual” 
today. 


Three Functions of Music 

In discussing these things we are probably stepping on 
some toes, but nevertheless, it is important that we Chris- 
tians study God’s Word in relation to every part of our 
lives. It is not enough to maintain a Christian viewpoint 
toward matters that appeal to us, and profess ignorance of 
or be indifferent to those which do not; our Christianity 
must govern our entire life, whether social or spiritual. 

Only three things are given in the New Testament to 
govern the use of music: (a) speaking, (b) teaching and 
(c) edifying; but are we most apt to consider these things? 

The familiar words of Ephesians 5:19 show how spiritual 
music is the expression of a soul who is on intimate terms 
with Jesus Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit of God. 
The Greek word for speaking used here is lalountes, which, 
being in the present tense, implies the continuation of the 
act. But, though the tense is important, the word used 
here is also. There are two words in the Greek which are 
closely connected: laleo, to speak; and lego, to say. With 
lego, the thing of import is that of the substance of what is 
said; but with laleo, the words which actually convey the 
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utterance. (The reader is asked to consult W. E. Vine, An 
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Vol. III, 
p- 323, for further light on this). So here the words are im- 
portant, and should take precedence over the tune or the 
multitudinous variations of rhythm that often detract from 
the words. American music today is in the throes of those 
who class rhythm as more important than words. If you 
do not agree, I suggest that you listen to some of the cur- 
rent “hits.” Such an idiotic group of scattered notions as 
found in many of them have rarely been collected in one 
place. 

But what has this to do with church music? Just this: we 
are victims of our times; and we Christians have thought 
that, in order to attract people, we would offer them what 
they enjoy instead of giving them what they need. All other 
enterprises of evangelical Christianity would hardly flourish 
under such a philosophy; how, then, can we expect that 
of music in our churches? But what do we offer? Rhythmic 
patterns instead of solid harmonic passages based on simple 
rhythms which do not detract from the message of the song. 
The words of the song are the important thing, for only 
by them can we “speak to ourselves.” 

The second and third injunctions are found in the re- 
lated passage of Colossians 3:16. 

(Continued on page 34) 








On a policeman’s motorcycle we saw a little sign in favor of the many 
drives for medica! charities. It said, “Retarded Children—No Less Pre- 
cious.” We immediately thought of the multitudes of Christians, truly 
saved, who are God’s retarded children—no less precious. These He 
chastens, because He loves. On these the Holy Spirit performs His 
abrasive work, His softening work, and His corrective work. You may 
look at your own life and think of yourself as one of God's retarded 
children; but the moment you know that you are no less precious, 
you will begin to grow. 


Faith in Christ will bear fruit in the life if it is really faith 13 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





- Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Non-Christian Religions Set to ‘Invade’ the United States 
Churches Win Small Victory in Apartheid Battle in South Africa 
Two Presbyterian Groups Will Unite in May, 1958 


NON-CHRISTIAN REVIVAL 


“There is, almost everywhere, a great 
revival of non-Christian religions. Hindu 
missionaries are active in Malaya; Budd- 
hists have established a clinic and homes 
for the aged in Hongkong and plan a 
mission to the West. There is a “Ko- 
ran Society,” modeled on the Bible So- 
ciety, actively propagating Islam, par- 
ticularly in Indonesia. While all this 
creates an atmosphere in which religious 
interest is reawakening and which is 
therefore favorable to the work of the 
Bible Society and other Christian mis- 
sions, it also makes for new difficulties— 
especially where the revival of non- 
Christian religions is allied with the new 
nationalism of the people.” 

This excerpt from the Bulletin of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society should 
warn us of what to expect in this coun- 
try. The erection of a great mosque in 
Washington is not only for the worship 
of Moslems in the United States! It is 
to serve as a center of propaganda for 
the conversion of Americans to Islam. I 
am willing to hazard a guess that there 
will be several thousand American Mos- 
lems within the next ten years. We may 
also expect many conversions of Amer- 
icans to Hinduism, Buddhism, and other 
religions as these establish themselves 
on our shores. And if we should refuse 
visas to these missionaries, their coun- 
tries would hurl American ‘missionaries 
out of almost all Asia. 


HALF A VICTORY IN SOUTH AFRICA 


The Strijdom regime has retreated 
from an open fight with. the churches 
temporarily. As previously reported, 
Presbyterians threatened civil disobedi- 
ence. All other denominations but the 
Dutch Reformed joined in violent op- 
position to the bill banning racially 
mixed congregations and< other assem- 
blies. 

The religious clauses as adopted are 
meaningless unless and until a govern- 
ment official finds after: hearing that 
mixed worship in any area would cause 
a “nuisance.” Thus the struggle is post- 
poned till the government decides to 
attack again from new strategic posi- 
tions which the bill provides. 

Obviously, the reopened battle will 
not be on the same broad front, but 
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from parish to parish. First will come 
those pastors whose purpose, the gov- 
ernment says, is not religious but “ex- 
pressly to undermine the policy of 
apartheid.” Can the other clergy be 
thus alienated from allegedly “political 
parsons”? 

The bill's penalties fall, not on a 
“white” who invites a Negro to church 
but on the Negro who accepts. Can a 
pastor ask his flock to take risks that 
he does not share? 

The issue hinges, of course, on the 
outcome of the broader struggle for and 
against establishment in South Africa 
of two physically and socially separate 
communities, one white and one black. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIANS APPROVE MERGER 


By a vote of 161-124, the ninety-ninth 
General Assembly of the United Presby- 
terian Church of North America ap- 
proved merger with the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. The Assembly 
thus assured the creation of a new de- 
nomination to be known as the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. with 
a membership of about 3,000.000. 

The denomination’s presbyteries had 
already approved the merger and it 
would have taken a two-thirds negative 
vote of the Assembly to upset their ac- 
tion. 

In May, the 169th General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. unanimously endorsed the mer- 
ger proposal. 

The vote came after an hour’s debate 
in which three delegates spoke in favor 
of the union and four in opposition. 
After the vote all of the delegates stood 
and sang “The Lord is My Shepherd” 
and “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

Because of the strong feeling on the 
subject there was no attempt to make 
the vote unanimous. However, a leader 
of the opposition, Dr. Cary N. Weisiger 
of Mount Lebanon, Pa., presented a 
“resolution of good will” which the dele- 
gates unanimously adopted by a voice 
vote. 

The Church’s new moderator, Dr. 
Robert N. Montgomery, president of 
Muskingum College, hailed the ratifica- 
tion action and made a plea for a strong 
united Church. 

The final meetings of the General As- 


semblies of the two merging denomina- 
tions will be held in Pittsburgh in May, 
1958. After brief sessions they will meet 
jointly to get up the new Assembly thus 
putting the merger into actual opera- 
tion. 


BABIES, PRODIGAL SONS AND ERRORS 


The new Catholic Directory just pub- 
lished by P. J. Kennedy and Sons is a 
little confusing. It claims a_ ten-year 
increase in Roman Catholic member- 
ship of 9,295,678. The present member- 
ship, it says, is 34,563,851. “We all 
know,” says the Editor, “that this direc- 
tory reflects the strength of the Catho- 
lic Church in America.” Our question is: 
Do we, and if so, how? 

The Directory’s title page disclaims 
all responsibility on the part of the 
publisher for any errors. Properly so, 
since “the information is derived from 
reports submitted by the ecclesiastical 
authorities.” But we are puzzled by the 
accompanying statement that “neither 
the publishers nor the ecclesiastical au- 
thorities assume any responsibility for 
errors . . .” Just what good are figures 
for which, seemingly, no one assumes 
responsibility? 

According to the last Yearbook of 
Churches, issued by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., 
20.3 per cent of all Americans are Ro- 
man Catholic and 35.5 per cent are 
Protestant. The other 44.2 per cent be- 
long to smaller groups or to no religion 
at all. But these figures are also based 
on ecclesiastical enumerations. And the 
Yearbook admits that “no precise com- 
parison is possible.” The Roman Cath- 
olics, it seems, count the whole family, 
while Protestants usually enumerate 
only those who have voluntarily become 
“full members” after reaching the ap- 
propriate age of about 13. This makes 
a vast difference. 

Again, Protestants usually count only 
members who practise their religion by 
at least going to church. Rev. Herbert 
B. Roepe, Washington Lutheran radio 
minister, has commented “Under Ro- 
man theology, the Church is the clergy. 
The members are just ‘children’ of the 
Church. 4 ‘prodigal son’ who leaves is 
counted, until death removes him -from 
the registry.” 

The Directory shows that out of the 
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nine and a quarter million claimed in- 
crease, about a million and a quarter 
are converts. It does not state whether 
these are former Protestants or whether 
they are from all sources. Reliable 
Protestant sources estimate about the 
same number of conversions to Protest- 
antism from amongst Catholics only. 
We know that Kennedy has added the 
converts to Roman Catholicism, but:has 
he deducted for those who left the 
Church either for Protestantism or oth- 
erwise? 

Anyway, it certainly would be inter- 
esting to know, if it were ever possible, 
how many Roman Catholics enumer- 
ated in Kennedy’s Catholic Directory 
are really “practicing Catholics.” 


ANCIENT HOUSE FOUND IN JERICHO 


A village of mud brick houses dating 
back to 6800 B.C. has been unearthed 
in biblical Jericho, a British archaeolo- 
gist has reported. Miss Kathleen Ken- 
yon, director of the British School of 
Archaeology in Jerusalem, said “Jericho 
has produced evidence of a hitherto un- 
suspected early development toward 
civilization.” 

The British school has been excavat- 
ing for five years. Miss Kenyon said the 
first discoveries had been traced back 
to 6000 B.C. One of the houses un- 
earthed in 1957, “by no means the ear- 
liest found, can now be dated to about 
6800 B.C.,” she reported. 


PRENUPTIAL PACT INVALID 


Agreements before marriage by which 
a non-Roman Catholic partner agrees to 
raise children as Roman Catholics can- 
not be legally enforced in Connecticut, 
Superior Court Judge Charles H. House 
has ruled. 

The jurist’s decision came in a case 
between Edward J. McLaughlin, a Ro- 
man Catholic, and his wife, a Methodist. 
Before marriage in a Roman Catholic 
rectory in 1942 Mrs. McLaughlin signed 
an agreement that all children resulting 
from the union would be baptized and 
educated in the Roman Catholic Church, 
that she would not obstruct her hus- 
band in the exercise of his faith and 
that the marriage -would be solemnized 
only by a Roman Catholic ceremony. 
Three children were born to the couple. 

Last year, McLaughlin asked a. separa- 
tion and Mrs. McLaughlin a divorce. 
Neither was granted. McLaughlin then 
sought custody of the children and a 
judicial decree that they be reared as 
Roman Catholics. 

In his decision, Judge House refused 
both petitions and ordered the father 
to pay $75 weekly to support his chil- 
dren. “The law is absolutely impartial 
in matters of religion. A court will not 
take a child’s religious education into 
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New England’s POLITICAL Bishops 


From our special Washington correspondent 

The seemingly endless struggle to prevent public subsidies to Roman Catholic 
schools goes on. During March at Augusta in the State of Maine the opponents of 
such state aid won a signal victory. But by May’s end at nearby Hartford in Con- 
necticut, another such victory was turned into sudden and humiliating, defeat. The |. 
Roman Catholic hierarchy’s Connecticut triumph was accomplished by personal, open, 
unexpected, and violent interposition of their spiritual leadership into the legislative 
process. 

About ten years ago, the U. S. Supreme Court decided that, without violating the 
Federal Constitution, states might provide free bus transportation for parochial as well 
as public school pupils. It had been objected that this would-be an indirect religious 
subsidy in violation of the First Amendment. The court answered that the benefits 
went, not to the church school but to the child. 

This decision did not require any state to provide such free service to parochial 
schools. It was permissive only. And many still saw little difference between paying 
the parochial bus driver who takes the children to school and paying the nuns who 
teach them. 

This doubt prevailed widely, even in such “Catholic” states as Maine and Con- 
necticut. For ten years, neither state adopted any law authorizing public bus transpor- 
tation for parochial schools. So the Roman Catholic pastors brought pressure on local 

liticians. One after another, scores of Maine and Connecticut school boards were 
induced to spend public money for this purpose, even without clear authority from their 
state legislatures. Finally, one of them, the Augusta Board, stood up on its hind legs. 
It refused to be driven into illegal action. 

In March, a group of “Catholic parents” threatened, if the Board continued ada- 
mant, that, in the middle of the school term, they would suddenly “dump” all their 
children, about 900 of them, into the public school system. The board asked time to 
determine in court their proper responsibilities. The leader of the “Catholic parents” 
said that was “just another stall, just another bluff.” Meanwhile, Daniel J. Feeney, 
Bishop of Maine, issued a public statement that he was merely a “bystander” and 
had nothing personally to do with this attempt to obtain subsidies for his schools. 

The school board stood its ground. It prepared to accept all Roman Catholic 
children that might be “dumped” into its system. Fifteen new teachers were obtained. 
But only seven parochial pupils appeared. Thus was decided the question as to which 
side was bluffing and which side was standing on principle. 

Meanwhile, also, the case went to court. The school board was sustained. The 
judge said it would be illegal to spend money for such purposes. Now, twenty-two 
other Maine school boards are faced with the illegality of their former payments for 
this purpose. What will be done, if anything, to make school board members pay back 
the money that they illegally extracted from school funds has not yet been revealed. 

In Connecticut also, boards were beginning to resist Roman pressure. The Roman 
Catholic politicians put a bill into the Legislature specifically to authorize such pay- 
ments. But the bill ran into a deadlock. On May 22, it was seemingly doomed to defeat 
by a vote sending it back to the Education Committee. Before adjournment, which was 
scheduled for June 5, it seemed impossible that it could be disinterred and revived. 

Then the Roman Catholic hierarchy went into action. The Legislature was about 
to take a two-year recess. The following day, therefore, the Transcript of Hartford, 
diocesan organ, editorialized that rejection of the bill was a “shabby act,” that ob- 
jections were mere “sanctimonious concern for constitutionality.” The editor said that 
a certain “faction” had raised this political issue, that the issue would be settled at the 
polls, and that the result might bring “ruin to that faction and more.” The ominous 
words, “and more” were not explained. 

On the following Sunday, a pastoral letter went out to all masses, signed, not by 
one but by three full fledged bishops, Henry J. O’Brien of Hartford; Lawrence J. 
Sheehan of Bridgeport; and Bernard J. Flanagan of Norwich. The Bishops did not 
stop to reflect on whether their acceptance of aid without benefit of law was “shabby.” 

Those not shocked by the political activities of the three bishops were certainly 
taken aback by the craven reaction of politicians. Within three days, the bill received 
the support, in writing, of Connecticut's Meade Alcorn, Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. Two days later it had been adopted by both Houses of the 
Legislature. Within two hours thereafter it was signed by the Governor. The Governor, 
Democrat A. A. Ribicoff, distinguished himself last year as the earliest and most con- 
sistent supporter of Roman Catholic Senator John F. Kennedy for President. 

Possibly the bill can still be blocked in court. Even if it does not violate the 
Federal First Amendment, E. O. Smith, eighty-four-year-old chairman of the Assem- 
bly’s Education Committee says that the law is void under Connecticut's constitution. 
This provides that no person can be compelled to support any church or religious asso- 
ciation. Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation of Church and State 
have organized in Connecticut. Even the sponsors of the bill seem to doubt its validity. 
Immediately after passage, they moved for amendment of the State’s basic law in order 
to make the subsidy constitutional! This proposition cannot even be presented to the 
voters until 1959. 

Will the Catholic hierarchy wait that long for their “cut” of the funds that 
Connecticut so painfully extracts from its ag wed Probably not. As in the past, 
“Catholic parents” will not stand for any “bluff.” They will condemn any “sanctimon- 
ious concern for constitutionality.” They will mouth the phrases of their bishops be- 
cause, under Church law, they are “subjects” of those bishops. 

Under our American system, however, these Roman Catholics are not responsible 
to political leaders in the same sense that “subjects” are responsible to bishops and 
other autocratic princes. Rather, it is the elected officials who are responsible to the 
voters. Can these politicians resist such pressure for illegal action? Or will they stand 
on principle and law as did the school board at Augusta? This depends on the answer 
to another question: whether voters of all faiths (to whom the — are equally 
responsible) believe firmly enough in democracy and religious freedom and whether 
they can be even one half so aggressive in defending the public treasury as is the 





Roman Catholic hierarchy in seeking handouts. 
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THE FEAR OF GOD 


Is there anything to dread about God? Resistance to the will of 


God brings upon us His judgment and wrath 


By ALAN REDPATH 


“Sanctify the Lord of Hosts himself; and let him be 
your fear, and let him be your dread. And he shall be 
for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for 
a rock of offense”—Isaiah 8:13-14. 


| somehow feel that the thought that fear has any part to 

play in vital Christian experience is foreign to most peo- 
ple. The general and popular presentation of the gospel is 
that of the love of God revealed to us on the cross, a love 
which casts out every fear, and by resting in that love and 
by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ we are saved eternally 
and there is nothing more to fear. That is certainly part of 
the truth, and a very wonderful part, but not all of it. 

An over-emphasis of this one side of divine revelation 
can have disastrous results in experience. So often the out- 
come is such a shallow expression of Christianity that even 
the fear of sinning has departed, and what is supposed to 
be saving belief in Christ is accompanied by a sinful life 
in which there is no evidence whatsoever of change or of 
deliverance, such a travesty of true experience being ac- 
cepted as perfectly normal. “After all,” says the person who 
thinks along this line, “I believe in Christ; I am saved, so 
what?” If there is any fear at all in such cases, it is the fear 
of what is termed “being legalistic,” the fear of “works” 
which would bring bondage into the life. Surely that con- 
ception of Christianity is absolutely false. Is not Christian 
living, as Paul says, perfecting holiness in the fear of the 
Lord? Ephesians 2:8 does tell us that “By grace we are 
saved through faith, and that not of ourselves. It is the gift 
of God; not of works lest any man should boast.” Let us 
hold hard to that tremendous wonderful truth that we can 
add nothing to the finished work of the cross. Salvation is 
provided there at Calvary for us to take as God’s free gift, 
but Ephesians 2 goes on to say that “we are created unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them,” and the works, which are so much 
dreaded by so many people who say, “Well now, believe 
in Christ and that is all there is to it,” are not the works 
which we produce by our effort, but they are the working 
of God, the Holy Spirit, in and through the surrendered 
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life. True, Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling,” but he also says, “It is God who 
worketh in you to will and to do of his good pleasure.” Be- 
cause the Spirit of God grips the heart of the man who has 
received Christ, he finds himself being impelled along a 
road of truth, holiness and righteousness. 

You cannot receive salvation as an escape from something 
unless you are prepared to receive it as a complete committal 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not a fire escape; it is a life to 
be lived in the power that God imparts, and the New Testa- 
ment gives the preacher no authority whatsoever to pro- 
claim salvation on any other basis. Perhaps somebody read- 
ing this is saying, “I am a Christian—I believe in Jesus 
Christ—I believe all that the Bible tells me about Him, but 
I am going on sinning and making a practice of sinning, 
and really I just cannot do anything about it! I do confess 
it to the Lord, and He forgives me, I am sure, because the 
Bible says if we confess He forgives, and I am going on 
living like that.” I want to say boldly and firmly, my friend, 
that you have no business to call yourself a Christian. 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit [make a prac- 
tice of] sin” (I John 3:9). 

Now, it is the absence of real holy fear and the absence 
of the dread of God that causes people to think and live 
like that. It is a cheap kind of salvation which merely 
touches a man’s emotion and never reaches his will or his 
feet—never changes the quality and character of his life; 
and he thinks and lives as he does because the fear of God 
has never struck him. I believe that the absence of fear as 
an essential element in faith is one of the snares of modern 
Christian living and one of Satan’s most subtle delusions. 

Let us look for a moment at this verse in context. What 
was the particular situation with which the people of Judah 
were confronted? If you were to read through this eighth 
chapter of Isaiah you would find that it was a time of great 
stress, tension and strain. A mighty empire, the great power 
of Assyria, was moving across the inhabited earth destroy- 
ing every small world power; every little nationalistic group 
was coming under the shadow and control of Assyria. The 
tactics of the Soviet Union are not new. This great Assyrian 
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Empire was taking to itsei! a number of unwilling satellites, 
controlling them, keeping them under heel, destroying their 
right to rule themselves, licking up like a flame all who 
dared to resist their path. Assyria appeared to be invin- 
cible: her power is described, in the 7th and 8th verses of 
this chapter, as the power of a mighty river, “Now there- 
fore, behoid, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters 
of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, 
and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his chan- 
nels, and go over all his banks: And he shall pass through 
Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even 
to the neck.” 

How our hearts have bled for the nation of Hungary, yet 
they are not the first nation to have been victims of this 
very thing. The people of Judah at this time were afraid 
before the aggressor, and the nation of Israel today is panic- 
stricken because of the same dread. History repeats itself 
time and time again. The trouble was that the people of 
Judah had refused God’s Word. They had rejected His way 
of deliverance. The 6th verse of this chapter tells us, “For- 
asmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that 
go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son . . .” 
They had chosen for themselves to make a confederacy. 
The only thing they could do was to do what the poor 
little nationalist countries in the Middle East are trying to 
do today before the threat of Soviet domination—somehow 
or other to form an alliance in order that they might stand 
against the danger of this mighty world power. They had 
refused God’s way, and they had refused the water of 
Shiloah that goes softly. 

There is a lovely picture behind that phrase. What is 
that word Shiloah? It is the pool of Siloam in which the 
blind man washed and received his sight (John 9). It is 
the pool of healing and blessing, and the Spirit of God 
speaks here of waters that go softly and gently. Here were 
two tremendous alternatives: God offering to His people 
a pool of healing and cleansing, or, if they rejected it, the 
great torrent and mighty river of His judgment. He had 
raised up this power of Assyria, and He would use it to 
bring judgment and discipline upon His people; for all 
the powers that be, evil or good, are ordained of God. 
There was no world power, and there never has been or 
will be, that has ever got out of the control of our Lord, 
the Lord of hosts, and the offer to this little country of 
Judah was a pool of deliverance. 

Does it not remind you of the Lord who said He will 
lead us beside the still waters and cause us to lie down in 
green pastures? There is God’s alternative in life. There is 
a place of deliverance and cleansing, a place where He 
moves softly. There is a way in which He reaches us in 
love, gentleness and meekness, a place where He can come 
and touch the human heart by the power of the blood of 
Christ and bring His cleansing and His gentle deliverance. 
But if a soul refuses that, then God’s judgment comes up- 
on that soul like a mighty river. 

So the prophet was commanded in the 16th verse of this 
chapter to bind up the testimony, to seal it up, and that 
simply means to stop his public ministry. Isaiah from this 
point stops speaking to the unconverted altogether. From 
here right through the 28th chapter of this great prophecy, 
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Isaiah was now going to speak to the little remnant of the 
faithful people of God. God said, speak to them no more, 
speak no more to this rebellious people; Isaiah’s future min- 
istry and message was directed entirely to the little group 
of faithful people in that land. “Seal up the testimony; stop 
talking to them. They have refused my way and have resist- 
ed my path. They have chosen their own alliance and the 
only answer is judgment.” “My Spirit shall’ not always 
strive with man,” says the Lord, and here is an Old Testa- 
ment example of that very thing. a 

There comes a time in a man’s life when if he has per- 
sistently refused God’s way of softness, gentleness, healing 
and cleansing, God says seal up the testimony. His heart has 
been hardened, and judgment is the only answer. Here was 
Judah hemmed in by such a tremendous pressure that it 
seemed their only resort was to form an alliance and build 
a wall of resistance against Assyria. Judah became a little 
land full of panic and fear, and you notice with panic 
came superstition. Verse 19 tells us that they began to 
consult with “familiar spirits.” Is not this a tragedy? Here 
were God’s people chosen to be His path of blessing to 
the world, but they had rejected Him, and now they are 
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On a country road in Formosa we saw a farmer driving a large flock 
of ducks. There must have been a hundred of them, so tightly packed 
together that some of the heads could not be seen. Progressing stead- 
ily down the road, thir only guidance came from the breeze made 
by a large feather fan waved behind them by the driver. If a duck 
strayed from the group, a breeze was fanned at it and it returned 
to the body of the flock. Thus the Lord leads believers. If they will 
be led by the wind of the Spirit He will blow His steady guidance. 
He never takes stern measures to the believer who accepts the soft 
caress of His breeze. 


Do your prayers follow your gifts to the work of the Lord? 17 








MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Isaiah 





THEY ARE THROUGH THE PASSAGE (10:29) 


The meaning of this is to be found in the story of Jona- 
than’s great victory, recounted in I Samuel 14: Saul was 
staying under a pomegranate tree in Migron, 600 men with 
him. Jonathan and his armor bearer slipped away and 
went through this very passage, climbed to the brow where 
the Philistines were taunting them, and killed twenty of 
the enemy. Panic spread in the Philistine camp until there 
was a great confusion and they began to kill one another. 
The battle turned into a rout as Saul’s troops came up, and 
there was a great deliverance. At this point Jonathan said, 
“Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by 
few” (I Sam. 14:6). But now there was no Jonathan, or 
any other man of faith. How humiliating! God had decreed 
defeat and the enemy swept through the pass. 

Lord, nothing can hinder Thee. 


THE HILL OF JERUSALEM (10:32) 


The section really ends here and the chapter division 
should have been made at this point. For here we see the 
Assyrian king standing outside Jerusalem, shaking his fist 
at the lofty towers and grim walls, but powerless to conquer 
the city. The reason he could not touch it was that God 
would not allow him to do so. In a later portion Isaiah 
hears the Lord cry through him, “No weapon that is fash- 
ioned against you shall prosper, and you shall confute every 
tongue that arises against you in judgment. This is the 
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication 
is from me says the Lord” (Isa. 54:17). And the enemy may 
stand at Nob and shake his fist against the mount of the 
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem, but he cannot reach 
it until he has struck through the will of God. Here we 
leave the Assyrian. In the next portion God will see that 
all trees are cut down and only the dry stump of David 
shall live, producing the Branch, the Lord Jesus. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost resolve 
all things in Christ. 


BEHOLD THE LORD, THE LORD OF HOSTS (10:33) 


Chapter 11 should have begun here. The enemy is in sight 
of Jerusalem, but he does not attain his goal. The Lord 
intervenes. This is an illustration of the constant defeat of 
Satan, another instance of his feeding on dust. This is his 
meat, for he will always reach for his desire and come just 
short of touching it. The expression “Behold” is the Lord’s 
call to His people to look to Him in time of trouble. The 
same word opens chapter three, when the Lord calls upon 
His people to remark that He will bring them terrible 
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By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


judgments even to their bread and water. Here He tells 
His people to note that He will be faithful to all His prom- 
ises and will bring deliverance in His own time. 

Lord, keep us ever looking to Thee. 


HE SHALL LOP THE BOUGH WITH TERROR (10:33) 


It is a breathtaking experience to stand in a great forest 
and watch lumbermen take the top off a giant tree. Of all 
the commentators, Calvin alone applies this judgment to 
Israel, but surely it belongs to the Assyrian. The language 
used here was applied by Sennacherib to himself, and now 
God uses it with terrible effect against the Assyrian. The 


* enemy came despising and ridiculing Israel, but God said 


that they were actually despising and ridiculing Him. They 
would advance to within sight of Jerusalem, but God 
would reverse their course. “Because you have raged against 
me and your arrogance has come into my ears, I will put 
my hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth, and I 
will turn you back on the way by which you came” (II Ki. 
19:28). 

Lord, how sure are Thy judgments. 


THE GREAT IN HEIGHT WILL BE HEWN DOWN (10:33) 


Sennacherib boasted of his prowess in spoiling the na- 
tions as one fells the trees of a forest. The same language 
is used to answer him. Hear him rage: “With my many 
chariots I have gone up the heights of the mountains, to 
the far recesses of Lebanon; I felled its tallest cedars, its 
choicest cypresses; I entered its farthest retreat, its densest 
forest” (II Ki. 19:23). Against such arrogance the Holy 
Spirit cried out, “Why do the nations conspire, and the 
peoples plot in vain? (Ps. 2:1). But now comes the moment 
for the laughter of God, which makes chills run down the 
spine of even the redeemed believer. What will it do to 
the Assyrian when he comes to the day of judgment? What 
folly for man to boast against God! What certainty that he 
shall be brought low in the bitterness of utter defeat! 

Lord, teach us absolute submission. 


THE HAUGHTY SHALL BE HUMBLED (10:33) 


This divine principle pervades the entire revelation of 
God in His Word, and in His actions throughout history. 
Time and again, the Lord Jesus Christ concluded messages 
to His disciples or others who listened to Him with the 
words, “He that humbles himself shall be exalted and he 
that exalts himself shall be abased.” Thus He concluded 
the parable of the Pharisee and the publican (Luke 18:14), 
and of the man who took the best seat (Luke 14:11); the 
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lesson on the child (Matt. 18:4) and the discourse on titles 
and honors (Matt. 23:12). The Lord hates arrogance be- 
cause it is a manifestation of pride, and pride is the sin of 
Satan (I Tim. 3:6). The Assyrian who is the object of this 
prophecy is one of Satan’s final thrusts to achieve his plans. 
He will be humbled. 

Lord, may we have the mind of Christ who emptied Himself. 


HE SHALL CUT DOWN THE THICKETS OF THE FOREST 
(10:34) 


Metaphors are multiplied to show the final doom of all 
who rise up against God and His people. There can be no 
outcome other than that spelled out with such simplicity: 
When men choose self, they choose death. When men seek 
their own way, they war against God’s way. When a Cali- 
fornia redwood is cut down, it puts out so many shoots 
that it is called sempervirens, always living. An oak does 
the same. But when a cedar of Lebanon is cut down it 
puts out no new shoots. Thus when the power of the As- 
syrian is destroyed by God, it will be destroyed forever. All 
of God’s works are of necessity on behalf of those who love 
Him and against those who reject Him. When He lays the 
axe to the root of the tree, it shall indeed be cut down 
without possibility of flourishing again. 

Lord, hasten the day of Thine axe. 


LEBANON SHALL FALL BY A MIGHTY ONE (10:34) 


What is said to the Assyrian here is repeated as an ex- 
ample to Pharaoh in Ezekiel’s prophecy (31:1-18). God re- 
minds Pharaoh that the Assyrian was like a cedar in Leba- 
non, “with fair branches and forest shade, and of great 
height, its top among thick boughs . . . towering high 
above all the trees of the forest. Its boughs grew large and 
its branches long. . . All the birds of the air made their 
nests in its boughs. . . . Under its shadow dwelt all great 
nations. . . . Therefore thus says the Lord God: Because 
it towered high and set its top among thick boughs, and its 
heart was proud of its height, I will give it into the hand 
of a mighty one of the nations; he shall surely deal with 
it as its wickedness deserves. I have cast it out.” The nations 
are likened to beautiful trees, with the Assyrian the great- 
est of them all. The forest shall be destroyed. And the 
Mighty One who does this is the Messiah. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Christ will judge. 


A SHOOT FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE (11:1) 


An oak tree near our door was damaged and died at the 
soil line. But the whole root system was intact, and a shoot 
has come forth which, after only two years, is more than 
six feet tall and is enjoying rapid growth. God uses this 
figure here. God slices through the Gentile forest like a 
hurricane, lopping the boughs with terrifying power, hew- 
ing down the tallest timbers with His axe of judgment. 
Then from the most unlikely stump will come forth a new 
tree. The stump of Jesse (the father of King David) is the 
royal line of the Messiah from Abraham. Who would ex- 
pect that the power of a ruler of little Israel would exceed 
the power of the Caesars of history? God’s forestry is not 
like man’s. When He tells a dead stump to bring forth 
life, life will come. 

Lord, we thank Thee for life out of death. 


A BRANCH OUT OF HIS ROOTS (11:1) 
The Branch is the Lord Jesus Christ. There are five proph- 
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ecies in the Old Testament concerning this (four using an- 
other Hebrew word). “Behold the man whose name is the . 
Branch,” says Zechariah 6:12. And a close scrutiny of the 
preceding verse in Zechariah gives us one of the most aston- | 
ishing prophecies of the Old Testament. Fully translated, 
“Joshua the son of Josedech” gives us “Jesus the Son of 
Jehovah’s righteousness.” The Man whose name is the 
Branch will build the temple of Jehovah, will bear the 
glory, will sit and rule upon His throne, will be a priest 
upon His throne, thus combining the offices of king and 
priest. Jeremiah tells us that the Branch will execute right- 
eousness and judgment in the land (33:15). These passages 
cannot refer to Christ’s work in His first coming; they are 
prophetic, to be fulfilled at His second coming. 

Lord, come as the Branch. 


FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE (11:1) 


The Gentile forest is ripped apart by the tornado of 
God’s wrath. Desolation and destruction are everywhere. 
In the quiet that follows the storm, one might think that 
there was no hope, no deliverer. Then God brings forth 
the fast-growing shoot from the dry stump. Christ will come 
and deliver His people. Daniel tells the same story in his 
vision of the stone that comes from Heaven, strikes the 
image on the feet and destroys it, and then rapidly grows 
to fill the earth. Here a tree grows quickly to restore all 
the verdure of the forest. When Christ came the first time, 
He was surely the root out of dry ground, despised and 
rejected of men (Isa. 53). Now He fills the Heavens and 
soon He will fill the earth. 

Lord, may Christ’s kingdom come. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM 
(11:2) 


When the Lord Jesus was here on earth, he applied the 
first part of Isaiah 61:1 to His work in His incarnation 
(Luke 4:18). The second part of that verse refers to the 
Lord’s return, as does the passage on which we are medi- 
tating. The entire Godhead is involved in the work to be 
done when God brings the ages to consummation. Three 
persons are named in this text—the Spirit, Jehovah, and 
Him—the Branch. It is one of the texts where Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are inextricably bound together in procla- 
mation of truth and in guaranteeing that the promise will 
be fulfilled. To seek fulfillment of this prophecy short of 
the Lord’s personal return to earth is to handle the Word 
of God deceitfully (II Cor. 4:2). 

Lord, Thou triune God, come and do Thy work. 


OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING (11:2) 


Here God reveals to us seven names of the Holy Spirit. 
He is the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of wisdom, under- 
standing, counsel, might, knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord. There are the “seven Spirits of God” before the 
throne of God (Rev. 1:4; 3:1). Just as all the fullness of 
the Godhead was in Jesus bodily (Col. 2:9), so all the full- 
ness of the Godhead is in the Holy Spirit, spiritually. It 
becomes as heavy as glory (II Cor. 4:17) when we consider 
that this is the Holy Spirit whom Jesus sent to us. He 
came to dwell within the heart of each believer, no 
matter how frail his faith. But if all of these attributes be- 
long to Him who is dwelling within us, how humiliating 
that we should bypass Him and seek to run our own affairs. 

Lord, may Thy seven-fold Spirit control us completely. 
(Continued on page 39) 
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BULTMANN’S 
THEOLOGICAL 


DUST STORM 


By BERNARD RAMM 


In raising questions of preaching, he has 


exchanged the gospel that has the power 


to save for one with no power. 


The greatest theological stir in Europe since Barth’s bomb- 

shell of his Epistle to the Romans has been Bultmann’s 
essay of 1941 with the title: “The Task of Demythologizing 
the New Testament Proclamation.” 

Bultmann is a famous, continental, New Testament schol- 
ar especially noted for his work in form-criticism and his 
very skeptical views of the reliability of the Gospels. In his 
famous 1941 essay, Bultmann attempts to do the minister 
a service by developing a new type of New Testament inter- 
pretation which, by its application to homiletics, will make 
the gospel meaningful to modern man. Bultmann claims 
the gospel is not being received by modern man, but that 
his new mode of interpreting the New Testament will put 
the gospel into such terms as will command a contempor- 
ary hearing. 

He has reminded scholars of the famous Addresses of 
Schleiermacher (1799), and the century later lecture-ser- 
mons of Harnack’s What is Christianity? in which two 
scholarly German professors attempted to make Christianity 
revelant to their generations. 

This new method of interpretation hinges around the 
German word Entmythologisierung. The word is usually 
translated, “demythologizing,” and has the meaning of “to 
take the myth out of.” The German prefix ent has an over- 
tone meaning of “free from” so Entmythologisierung may 
be translated as “freeing from the mythological.” 

Bultmann claims that the New Testament is a document 
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which offends the modern man and he attempts to demon- 
strate the reason why. The New Testament is deeply 
colored with (i) Jewish apocalyptic and Gnostic redemption 
myths, and (ii) with a world picture that is very unscien- 
tific. Mythical redemptive notions as incarnations, virgin 
births, miracles, and resurrections, and, a prescientific cos- 
mology of heaven, earth, and the underworld, offend mod- 
ern man. 

Yet the gospel or kerygma (“the message heralded”) of 
the New Testament is true and is exactly what modern 
man needs. Modern man will resent the true scandal of 
the gospel, says Bultmann, but the mythological features 
of the New Testament are not the scandal of the gospel. 
Modern man rejects the gospel in its mythical form before 
he hears it out to its real meaning. To present the gospel in 
modern, relevant form requires drastic hermeneutical sur- 
gery to be performed upon the New Testament. We must 
demythologize the New Testament. The suggestion of Bult- 
mann is simple, drastic, and radical and has understandably 
called forth an enormous controversial literature. 

Bultmann’s famous essay is translated into English in a 
book edited by H. W. Bartsch entitled, Kerygma and Myth. 
The reader will find a straightforward explanation of 
Bultmann’s theses with some relevant criticisms in Ian 
Henderson’s Myth and the New Testament. 


Bultmann’s definition of myth is a flexible definition but 
in general it stands for: any conception which gives a ma- 
terial interpretation of a spiritual reality, e.g., believing 
that the Holy Spirit is a substance; any conception which 
runs counter to modern scientific knowledge, e.g., a three- 
storied cosmology; any conception of spiritual truth which 
pictures it as invading or disrupting the natural order of 
things; any doctrinal formulation which seems to deprive 
man of his existential freedom, e.g., control of man by 
demonic spirits; anything that seems like a page from 
typical redemptive myths, e.g., a dying and rising god; any- 
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thing which goes counter to modern man’s understanding 
of himself, e.g., insanity caused by a demon. Under the 
caption of myth Bultmann would list such items as the in- 
carnation, the virgin birth, the miracles of Christ, the resur- 
rection, the ascension, the exaltation of Christ, the second 
coming, and all statements about demons and Satan. 

Some of his language is unusually strong. The judgment 
of death passed upon all men through Adam is “sheer non- 
sense”; original sin is “sub-ethical, irrational, and absurd”; 
the doctrine of vicarious atonement is “primitive” and 
makes “nonsense of our ethical standards”; the cross in the 
New Testament is a “hotch-potch of sacrificial and juridical 
analogies”; and the resurrection is “utterly inconceivable.” 

Modern man is profoundly influenced by modern science 
and he will not accept the gospel in its mythical trappings. 
All previous efforts to get the myth down the gullet with 
some sort of theological mineral oil will not do—as was the 
attempt of the allegorizers, the religious liberals, and the 
History of Religions movement. The only solution is to 
completely strip all myth from the New Testament and 
properly reinterpret it. The gospel is what modern man 
needs, and the orthodox version garbles the gospel by re- 
taining the mythical form of it, and the liberals have not 
only demythologized the New Testament, but they have 
degospelized it. What is this reinterpreted New Testament 
gospel Bultmann would preach to modern man? 

Bultmann is a good German scholar, which means he is 
as well acquainted with his philosophy as with his theology. 
He is very familiar with the recent philosophy of existenti- 
alism and he turns to this philosophy for proper guidance 
in stripping the myth from the New Testament and prop- 
erly interpreting what the myth means. The liberals failed 
to see that the myth meant something and by discarding it 
discarded the gospel. By the employment of existential 
philosophy Bultmann seeks to discover what the myth in- 
tends or what it means. Existentialism is a philosophy 
which avoids the typical and traditional concerns of phi- 
losophers and focuses its attention on the meaning and 
mode of human existence. Existentialism in itself has no 
saving power, and Bultmann is very critical of it for this 
reason, but it does give the secular form, the secular pat- 
tern of the spiritual truth of the New Testament. The 
task of interpreting the New Testament is to strip the New 
Testament of its mythical garments, and being guided by 
the insights of existentialism, to restate the true meaning, 
the true intention of the New Testament myths. 

The essence of the gospel (in existential terms) is about 
authentic or unauthentic existence. Sin is anxious exist- 
ence, unauthentic existence, existence seeking security in 
this world, or existence seeking a temporal, earthly this- 
world happiness. The gospel provides the proper existential 
medicine enabling a man to come into real or authentic or 
spiritual existence. Faith is a turning away from the securi- 
ties of this life to the openness of God. Faith is the life of 
decision and risk. Authentic existence is treating this world 
“as if it were not” and trusting in invisible, spiritual reali- 
ties. 


e 8 & 
What is this existential gospel? It is (i) the event of Jesus 
Christ. The life of Christ presented in the Gospels is a 


frightful combination of myth and history. The mythical 
elements (incarnation, virgin birth, miracles, demons, etc.) 
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We are justified before God by faith; before men by works 


must be eliminated and the true story told. It is difficult to 
put one’s finger on some of Bultmann’s mercurial exposi- 
tion but in some manner not yet made lucid by Bultmann 
Jesus Christ is the event of redemption, the revelation of 
God, the Word of God, and the revelation of the love of 
God. It is the latter which receives the most attention by 
Bultmann. In some manner the history of Jesus was at the 
same time both a historical existence of a great man and 
the event of the revelation of God’s love. Bultmann insists 
that the most significant event of the Christ-event was the 
cross, so we must turn to it. 

(ii). The cross. The teaching of the cross as found in 
the New Testament is certainly mythical, Bultmann claims. 
It is mythical in asserting that the pre-existent Son of God 
died vicariously for the sins of the world. The real meaning 
of the cross is cosmic and eschatological. The meaning of 
the cross is not some accomplished atonement nor some 
“objective” reconciliation. Being cosmic or eschatological 
means that the cross is valid for the authentic-existence- 
becoming of all men. It has an ever-present-reality for men 
in their becoming-in-authentic-existence. 

The cross means death to enslavement by the powers of 
the world. It means crucifying the flesh with the lusts there- 
of. It means crucifying our natural dread of suffering. It 
means deliverance from unauthentic, this-world existence. 
It means entering into a new reality opened up for man 
and to man; for the cross means to be crucified and risen 
with Christ. 

(iii). The resurrection. According to Bultmann the res- 
urrection as a resuscitation of a corpse is unbelievable and 
mythical. The only possible historical root of the resurrec- 
tion would be visions of the apostles. But the resurrection 
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APART FROM CHRIST 
THERE IS NO HOPE FOR MAN 
OR THE WORLD 


THOU MUST SAVE 
AND 
THOU ALONE 


By Arthur Hedley 


I was a familiar argument in Christian circles that men 
would never listen to the message of the gospel until the 
Church showed a more practical interest in their material 
welfare. It was contended that the shocking conditions un- 
der which men and women lived and labored made it well- 
nigh impossible for them to take an interest in things 
spiritual and eternal. The disciples of Karl Marx regard the 
gospel of Christ with its promise of heaven and eternal life 
as a dope to make men insensible to their present sorrows 
and sufferings. They promise heaven on earth to genera- 
tions yet to be born, and in that golden age there will then 
be no need for the Christian faith and hope. Science will 
double man’s allotted span, and he will have such a happy 
and lengthy existence that he won’t need any other exist- 
ence: It is more likely that man will be so satiated, and so 
bored with-life that he will be glad to end his days. But 
what a gospel for the millions who suffer now as a result 
of man’s selfishness and sin, or perhaps through their own 
sins! What cold comfort for these, as they draw nearer and 
riearer to the grave, to be told that unborn generations, in 
which they can have little interest, are to have a good time 
on earth. 

But it is too often forgotten that in so far as man’s ma- 
terial conditions have improved it has been largely due to 
men and women who were inspired by the love of Christ 
and their faith in the reality of things spiritual and eternal. 
One has only to read the life and work of Wesley, Shaftes- 
bury, Clarkson, Wilberforce, Harriet Stowe, John Howard, 
and Florence Nightingale to see what sorrowing and suffer- 
ing humanity owes to the Christian faith. A clear-sighted 
Russian writer, S. L. Frank, in his book God With Us shows 
that those who repudiate Christianity and take credit for 
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every reform which has blessed humanity, are those who 
owe everything to the Christian faith: “Feeding on the 
fruits of Christianity, of the Christian revelation, the so- 
called ‘advanced’ section of Christendom, owing to a tragic 
misunderstanding, cuts itself off from the tree which has 
given it those fruits. The ideas of liberty, fraternity and 
equality, the demand for social justice, the idea of society’s 
responsibility for the welfare of all its members, the belief 
in human dignity—all this is the fruit of the Christian con- 
ception of life and of man, and is quite unthinkable apart 
from it.” 

We have said that it was argued that men would not heed 
the message of the gospel until their material conditions 
were improved. Many Christian leaders of all denomina- 
tions gave themselves unsparingly to the betterment of the 
working classes. Yet let it be said that men like the late 
Archbishop Temple plainly warned that without “repent- 
ance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Acts 20:21), man’s last state could be worse than the first. 
None can deny that man’s material conditions have vastly 
improved. Millions now enjoy good wages, shorter working 
hours, better housing conditions, improved education, great- 
er security for the future—but we have no evidence that 
these have made men more receptive to the gospel message. 
The prevailing spirit of materialism has hardened man in 
his attitude to the gospel. It would be true to say that in 
the suburbs that have sprung up where many social ameni- 
ties are enjoyed, the extent of spiritual apathy is appalling. 
Men and women are becoming so wrapped up in them- 
selves and their homes, so desirous of ease and leisure, com- 
fort and amusement, that they have neither time nor room 
for God and for the deep things of the soul. A Methodist 
minister and his members visited every house on a new 
estate in England without a single response. We see now it 
is a mistake to think that until you improve man’s condi- 
tions and make him happier and healthier it will be useless 
and hypocritical to attempt an awakening of his mind and 
soul. Professor Jacks shows in his book, The Challenge of 
Life, that when man’s way is easy he degenerates. It is pre- 
cisely when his circumstances are easiest that he gives the 
poorest account of himself, and the best when he is fighting 
against odds. Never is he more at home in this universe 
than when he finds himself “upon an engagement very 
difficult.” 

Our Lord was concerned about the conditions of those 
who suffered from lack of food. He had compassion on the 
hungry multitudes who followed Him and fed them. He 
severely condemned those who enriched themselves at the 
expense of the poor. He warned the rich Pharisees who 
swallowed up the property of widows (Luke 20:47) that 
they would be punished far more severely than others. In 
the Parable of the Rich Man and the Beggar, the selfish 
man is seen enduring the torments of hell, while Lazarus, 
whom he had treated shamefully, enjoys fellowship with 
Abraham in Paradise. But Christ plainly and consistently 
taught that man is not a mere animal, that he has a soul 
which may be saved or lost, that because he has a soul “man 
does not live by bread alone.” Man needs more than earthly 
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Sunday School Lessons 
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JONATHAN, NOBLE IN 
FRIENDSHIP 


Without a living faith in God, friendship will never 
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Background Scripture: I Samuel 14:1-15, 
24-45; 17:55—18:5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
$1:1-2; IZ Samuel 1:17-27 
Devotional Reading: John 15:9-15 
Memory Selection: Proverbs 17:17 


INTRODUCTION The beautiful story of the 

friendship of David and 
Jonathan shines like a bright among 
the dark, bloodthirsty, and often sordid 
events recorded in these passages of Scrip- 
ture. Tested though it was in the fiercest 
fires of human passion and , it e 
merged unscathed and enriched and reveals 
Jonathan as one of the lovelist characters 
portrayed in the Old Testament. Though a 
man of great courage and ability (I Sam. 
14) and enjoying all the royal prerogatives 
as heir to the throne, Jonathan shows the 
rare quality (one of the hallmarks of fine- 
ness of character) of immediatel iz- 
ing the genius of David (18:1), and thus the 
friendship beginning with true nobility 
fructifies in great beauty. 


EXPOSITION 
Friendship Forged 


Jonathan was standing by Saul when 
David was brought before him after the 
slaying of Goliath and the subsequent vic- 
tory over the Phillistines. His warm spon- 
taneous heart immediately went out in deep 
affection to this young man whom Saul 
described as a stripling (17:56), and he took 
off his princely garb, placed it on David, 
gave him also his sword, bow, and girdle, 
and took him home to live in the palace. 
“The soul of Jonathan was knit with the 
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as 
his own soul.” That twice- ted phrase 
(18:1, 3) is proved to be literally true both 
by Jonathan’s immediate generosity and the 
subsequent history of the friendship. 

What were the constituents that forged 
these two golden characters together? There 
was mutual respect without which there 
can be no true and lasting love. A basic un- 
selfishness, springing from true humility 
despite success and bravery, made them 
be willing to see another preferred (16:11; 
18:4). 


In addition there was mutual warmth of 
heart and longing for the affection of a 
kindred spirit, the expression of which is 
essential to deep friendship. For to be afraid 
of giving ourselves in love, while it insures 
us against some heartache and possible dis- 
appointment, insures also that we shall 
never enjoy a David-Jonathan friendship. 
But above the respect, unselfish humility, 
warmth of heart, and courage, lifting these 
things into a finer atmosphere and at once 
beautifying and ea congs. | them, was 
a living faith in the living . That faith 
sustained David (17:45) and attracted Jon- 
athan by filling for him the vacuum caused 
by his father Saul’s godlessness; that faith 
cemented their friendship in the testing 
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come to true fruition 


years that followed. 

No matter how appealing the qualities 
and — attractions of our prospective 
friends may be, unless they have a living 
faith in God, the friendship will never come 
to true fruition, and the unequal yoke will 
chafe increasingly as the days go by. 


Friendship Tested 


As two pieces of metal are welded to- 
gether under intense heat, so David and 
Jonathan were knit together under fierce 
and increasing testing. Upon Jonathan came 
the pressure of the conflicting loyalties of 
the claims of his father and his friend. He 
fulfilled both loyalties with exemplary de- 
votion, striving for reconciliation and bein; 
willing at all times to sacrifice himself an 
his prospects for the of David and 
Saul. Jonathan, being dragged by Saul in- 
exorably down to disaster and death and 
throughout being enemy | loyal to his 
father and his friend, is as fine a picture of 
filial devotion as there is in all literature. 
Clashing loyalties found no echo in Jon- 
athan for he was faithful to both. 

David, on the other hand, had to endure 
long periods of tion and deceit at 
the hands of Saul and, during a time when 
even Jonathan was deceived (20:2), might 
surely have been tempted to doubt his 
friend. But just as love had excluded jeal- 
ousy from Jonathan, so it banished doubt 
and suspicion from David, and each testing 
only found their friendship emerging the 
stronger. Happy are those so blessed with 
love in God that their friendship cannot be 
sullied by jealousy or thwarted by doubt. 

Friendship Proven 

The testings only served to strengthen the 
ties that bound them together as the winds 
strengthen the gripping roots of the tree. 
Four times reference is made to the coven- 
ant that bound them together (18:3; 20:8; 
20:16; 23:18), and each time the initiative 
was with Jonathan, the older of the two 
and the one who had everything to lose by 


it. 

As Dr. Blaikie remarks, “It was a friend- 
ship between two men, of whom the young- 
er was a most formidable rival to the older. 
It is Jonathan that shines most, . . . for he 
was the one who had the least to gain and 
most to lose. He knew that David was or- 
dained by God to succeed to his father’s 
throne, yet he loved him; he knew that to 
befriend David was to offend his father, yet 
he warmly befriended him; he knew that 
he must decrease and David increase, yet 
no atom of jealousy disturbed his noble 
spirit. What but divine grace could have 
enabled Jonathan to maintain this blessed 
temper? What other foundation could it 
have rested on but the conviction that what 


to exercise the highest ministry of friend- 
a of ae 


extremity when fear was in the saddle and 
faith dimmed. “He went to David into the 
wood, and strengthened his hand in God” 
(23:16). Friendship has no higher privilege 
or greater ministry than that, and when, as 
in this case, it meant a willing surrender 
of his prospects and the complete subjection 
of himself to David (23:17), it reaches its 
very apex. 
The ultimate proof of true love is that 
it strengthens our hands in God. No wonder 
that when Jonathan was slain David ex- 
pressed his sorrow so panei “I am dis- 
tressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very 
pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love 
to me was wonderful, passing the love of 
a Jonathan’s love 
I’s_ because his 
strengthened David in God, whereas hers 
was a hindrance (II Sam. 6:16). Do our 
friendships strengthen or hinder? 


SUMMARY Our lesson today should 
i us the secrets and 
joys of true love and friendship, but let it 
also speak to us of the Friend of sinners 
who gives His robe of righteousness and 
sword, and leads us to blessed fellowship 
with God. He loves us with an everlasting 
love and offers to make an unchanging 
covenant with us. 


AUGUST 25, 1957 
Amos, Crusader for Righteousness 


Background Scripture: Amos 
Devotional Rentiae Amos 5:18-24 
Memory Selection: Amos 5:14 


INTRODUCTION The teacher of today’s 
lesson will not find it easy 
to compress all the material into thé avail- 
able time, for the nine chapters of the book 
of Amos are all n to an understand- 
ing of the man and his m . In addition 
there are several historical Scriptures that 
should be consulted; notably II Kings 14: 
21—15:7; Il Chronicles 26; Isaiah 6; Zechar- 
iah 14:5. Comparing these pas with 
the opening verses of Amos, we find a good 
king (Uzziah or Azariah) reigning in Judah 
but slipping badly into pride and sinful- 
ness as the years went by, a bad king 
(Jeroboam) reigning in Israel, and a fright- 
ening earthquake warning the people of 
impending disaster due to their godlessness. 
gainst that cope gets Amos was raised 
up as a preacher of righteousness. He was 
not as a prophet by lineage or 
training and, when enged to cease his 
unwelcome prophecies, gave the source of 
his authority in the words, “I was no proph- 
et, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was 
an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore 
fruit [wild figs] and the Lord took me as 
I ee — , and the Lord said unto 
me, Go, unto my people Israel” 
(Amos yAa-ts). ‘ 

In trenchant phrase and picturesque turn 
of country speech with graphic illustrations 
from his own day to day experiences (eg. 
2:18—the overladen farm cart, and 3$:12— 
the chewed remains of a _lion-attacked 
sheep), this Billy Sunday of the Old Testa- 


ment fearlessly his hearers and 
warns them of the j ent to come if they 
persist in their 


wa 
Professor Adam Smith dates this book 2s 
about 750 B.c. and the Scofield Bible gives 
776-763 B.c. It began two before the 
earthquake (1:1) and prop’ a disaster 
which, seemingly improbable at the time, 
was complete within fifty years. 
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EXPOSITION 
The Message of Amos 


The official prophets, softened by easy 
living and intimidated into silence (2:11, 
12) were in no position to exercise their 
much-needed ministry of rebuke and warn- 
ing. The people of God must be separated 
to be effective. When they become infected 
with the spirit of the age, are “at ease in 
Zion,” content with the plaudits of the 
crowd, and trusting in their manmade com- 
forts and resources (6:1-3), then the salt 
has indeed lost its savor. Their very wealth 
and comfort lulled them into a false sense 
of security in which their consciences be- 
came dulled and apathetic and their wit- 
ness nonexistent. 

We are by no means free of this tempta- 
tion today when it is often impossible to de- 
tect the dite.ence between Christian and 
nonchristian and the church and the world. 
Amos speaks to this condition with the rug- 
gedness of the countryman with his con- 
tempt for the soft city life and with the 
insight of the Spirit-illumined prophet of 
God. 


ihe state of affairs among the people of 
God is graphically described in chapter 2 
verses 4-12. Disobedience to the law of God 
had led, as it always does, to injustice and 
oppression (vs. 6), immorality (vs. 7), the 
defilement of the sacred altar (vs. 8), and 
the silencing of the prophets (vss. 11, 12). 
In the light of these —_ how shall they 
escape if they neglect God (2:14; 5:27)? 

So Amos faces them with this accusation, 
that despite God’s mercy and their sins, 
despite his warnings of gee judg- 
ments, they indolently while away their 
lives in orgies of eating, drinking, and 
music (6:3-6) while being completely in- 
different to the “affliction of Joseph” (6:6b); 
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ie., the complete moral and spiritual havoc 
of Israel. 

If we enter into the spirit of this at all 
we should be feeling the —S of our 
own day. For we too have much for which 
to hang our heads in shame, and we also 
have a veneer of religion that enables far 
too many to be at ease in Zion—which 
helps, if it doesn’t directly encourage, men 
and women to shelter under the protection 
of the church without causing them to give 
up their sins and selfishness. 

Every false — leaves people com- 
fortable in their sins, each true experience 
of Christ leads us to confess and renounce 
them. Ease and peace of mind as a result 
of true repentance (being sorry enough to 
quit) is one thing; to be at ease in Zion 
and still wallowing in selfishness and sin is 
pee another! Popular religion always takes 
the second course. 


The Authority of Amos 


Preaching that touches specific sins, calls 
for immediate repentance, and speaks of 
judgment to come, is never popular and, 
alas, often rouses much resentment in reli- 
gious circles. The priest of Bethel sug: 
gested that a change of pulpit would do 
Amos a world of good (7:12, 18). If the 
preacher cannot change his strong message 
(7:10b), then let us change the preacher! 

But Amos was not called or appointed by 

man; neither was the message he pro- 
claimed his to adjust as he liked (7:14-17). 
As a plumbline to the builder (7:7, 8), a 
tule to the carpenter, a micrometer to the 
engineer, or the delicately adjusted scales 
to the chemist, the Word of God is an in- 
violable standard. It cannot be adjusted or 
tempered. But alongside the life or society, 
it applies its standard against which there 
is no appeal. We must see ourselves in its 
light now, for we shall certainly be judged 
by it. 
’Neither the church nor its teachers and 
preachers is qualified to adjust God’s stand- 
ards to meet the temper of the age. We 
are called fearlessly to proclaim those stand- 
ards, and if they clash (as they most cer- 
tainly do) with modern morals or attitudes, 
we must call for repentance and warn of 
judgment to come. 

Amos’s message was authoritative because 
he could say, “The Lord said unto me; .. . 
now therefore hear the word of the Lord; 
*: - and thus saith the Lord” (7:15, 16, 
17). 


We need such God-sent men today who 
are utterly convinced that God’s word is 
finally authoritative and who are prepared 
to see the evils of our day—gréed, easy div- 
orce, discrimination, and materialism, etc. 
—_ the light of God's unchanging stand- 
a 


SUMMARY Amos saw Clearly the sins 
and needs of his day, and 
knowing that superficial religious observ- 
ances cannot meet that need, with biting 
words he utterly rejects worship without 
repentance (5:21-27). Probably the greatest 
need of the church today is to realize the 
heinousness of its own sin and its utter 
helplessness without the imparted righteous- 
ness of Christ. Repenting anew of our sin 
and tasting afresh (or for the first time?) 
of the free grace of God in Christ, we shall 
be matched to this dark hour and shine as 
lights in the world. 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1957 
Josiah: Statesman—Reformer 
Background Scripture: II Ki 22:1—23:30; 
II Chronicles $455 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:57-64 
Memory Selection: Psalm 119:63 


INTRODUCTION _ If ever a man was justified 
in saying that circum- 
stances had conspired to make him godless, 
Josiah was that man. Of his grandfather 
Manasseh it was recorded, “Manasseh se- 
duced them [Israel] to do more evil than 
did the nations whom the Lord destroyed 
before the children of Israel” (II Kings 
21:9). Idolatrous practices were encouraged 
all over the country, sinful altars to the 
host of heaven had been erected in the 
sanctuary and the Holy of Holies (21:4, 5), 
his son was made to Bs through the fire, 
and spiritism was widespread (21:6). 

Following Manasseh, Josiah’s father Amon 
reigned two years and during that time only 
underlined the gross evils of Manasseh and 
ended by being assassinated in his own 
house (21:23). 

So Josiah came to the throne in a blood 
bath (vs. 24) at the early age of eight, de- 
pendent upon counsellors, surrounded b 
godlessness and sin of the worst sort, an 
with every excuse (humanly speaking) for 
being politically wary and spiritually ac- 
commodated to “the spirit of the age.” He 
was neither, and thus it came to be writ- 
ten at the end of his short life, “And like 
unto him was there no king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Moses: 
neither after him arose there any like him” 
(II Kings 23:25). The way in which this 
happened is the subject of our lesson. 


EXPOSITION 
Early Springs of Blessing 

Was it the prayer of some unrecorded 

saint of Israel, the influence perhaps of a 

ly mother or grandmother, or a god- 
earing statesman, that made Josiah differ- 
ent from his forebears? 

We do not always know all the influences 
that God brings to bear upon our lives, but 
we do know that quite irrespective of en- 
vironment and hereditary influences, “I 
love them that love me; and those that 
seek me early shall find me” (Prov. 8:17); 
and “Blessed are they that do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 


filled” (Matthew 5:6)—a very comforting 
message to those who gain no spiritual 
help from their background! 


At the age of eight (note, those who do 
not believe in child conversion and think 
the grace of God is inoperative for the 
early years of life!) Josiah did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord (22:2), 
and by the time he was sixteen he we 
to after the God of David his father 
(II Chron. 34:3). So rectitude gave place 
to spiritual hunger, which led in turn to 
active witness and service (34:2, 3) 


Floodtide 


Josiah continued his service for God in 
the house of the Lord, and in so doing the 
book of the law was found (22:8). Im- 
mediately this was brought to his notice, 
Josiah sought to understand and obey it 
——- and in so doing not only pleased 
God in his own life (22:19) but performed 
his greatest work in the nation and rose 
to the height of his spiritual influence in the 
———— of the Passover feast (II Chron. 
5). 

There comes a time for every child of 
God when he discovers for himself the 
Word of God. That is the moment of the 
Great Divide. Either we determine to obey 
it b yee the —_ or we evade the issue 
and lose all hope of spiritual progress. 

For those peat = an te word of 
God, the devil will provide an abundance 
of excuses ranging from higher criticism 
(can we be sure it is His Word?) to the 
lame evasion of changing times (It was all- 
right for those days!). 
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Be not deceived by the evil rebellion and 
willfulness of the human heart. The key 
to spiritual progress is obedience, and to 
the willing heart God’s Word carries its 
own authority. For “if any man will do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God” (John 7:17). 

Too often we hide our disobedience un- 
der a plea of ignorance and ask for more 
light, whereas our real need is for obed- 
ience to the light we enjoy. Think of the 
Bibles sold and distributed throughout the 
country; mediate upon the thousands of 
sermons preached, lessons given, books 
written, and radio messages broadcast. 
Truly, many come to us saying, “I have 
found the book of the law in the house of 
the Lord,” but do we heed and take ac- 
tion as did _—— The guilt of the chil- 
dren of Israel was that “the word preached 
did not profit them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard” (Heb. 4:2). 

Doctors tell us that if a healthy child 
refuses its food, it should be taken away 
from him and not replaced until he has 
changed his mind. What would happen if 
a similar test were applied to our really 
partaking of our spiritual food? Josiah 
heard and obeyed “and made a covenant 
before the Lord” (23:3) and thus rose to 
spiritual floodtide and influence. The same 
principle applies today. 


Highwater and Ebb 


No one is personally responsible for the 
consequences of obedience to God, neither 
do any render perfect and implicit obed- 
ience—that was reserved for the perfect Son 
of God (Heb. 10:7). Josiah’s influence and 
reforms, great though they were, could not 
finally stem the tide of evil in a nation 
doomed by its sin to judgment, so God in 
His mercy delivered him (22:30). 

Likewise the witness of the church of 
Christ cannot save the world from its testi- 
mony of judgment (II Peter 3:7), but He 
will come for His church and save His 
own from that visitation. God’s children 
must be obedient and then leave the issues 
with Him, refusing to be either depressed 
or unduly exalted about results. 

The final act of Josiah that brought about 
his early death seems to have n the 
immediate result of disobedience (II 
Chron. 35:22), but God in His mercy to 
His servant overruled it to further his de- 
clared pu of releasing Josiah from 
witnessing his people’s disaster. None of us 
renders perfect service or obedience but 
we must rest our imperfections in the 
sovereignty of God. 


SEPTEMBER 8, 1957 
Baruch, Faithful Secretary 


Background Scripture: Jeremiah 36 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:7-14 
Memory Selection: Colossians 3:23 


INTRODUCTION Josiah, the subject of last 

week’s lesson, was killed 
in battle by Pharaoh at Megiddo and was 
thereby spared witnessing the sorrow from 
which his country suffered—an illuminating 
commentary on what we sometimes call “a 
premature death.” His successor reigned 
only three months and was then replaced 
by the puppet-king Jehoiakim, who ruled 
and taxed the land at the behest of 
Pharaoh and “did evil in the sight of the 
Lord” (II Kings 23:29-37). 

During this time the word of the Lord 
came to sensitive, shrinking Jeremiah, whose 
God-touched mouth (Jer. 1:4-9) rebuked 
Israel’s sin in tender yet striking words. 
The nation did not repent, and the proph- 
et of God had to spend the major part of 
his ministry bitterly opposed by a hostile 
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king and court, persecuted and threatened, 
with the added poignancy of seeing the dis- 
aster to his beloved nation drawing in- 
exorably nearer until it was complete. 

We can imagine something of the lone- 
liness and suffering endured by the sensi- 
tive Jeremiah, and of his longing for a 
trusted, courageous and willing helper. He 
found one in Baruch, his faithful secretary, 
the subject of today’s lesson. 


EXPOSITION 
The Discipline of Subservience 


Baruch’s somewhat fearless spirit had in 
it the usual element of pride and selfwill, 
which had to be disciplined before he could 
be used in the service of God—a fact that 
is just as true today as it was then. Josephus 
tells us that Baruch belonged to a most 
distinguished family and was exceedingl 
well educated, and we find (Jer. 51:89, 
margin) that his brother was chief cham- 
berlain to Zedekiah. 

When, therefore, in his office as scribe 
to Jeremiah he rebelled against the message 
he was called to receive, he was rebuked by 
the Lord (Jer. 45:1-5) and taught the les- 
son that every servant of God must learn: 
it is pride and self-assertion (Jer. 45:5) 
that arrogates to oneself the right to choose 
the message or seeks to determine the 
destiny of the peoples. 

God’s servants must be subjected to His 
authority. They are ambassadors, not rulers, 
eg to deliver the message of another 
and to be willing to leave the results to 
Him. The pathetic attempts to “explain 
away” predestination and freewill, the judg- 
ment of unbelievers, and the sovereign ways 
of Almighty God should have no place in 
the mind of the true servant of the God 
who sends but does not always explain! 
Baruch had to learn that lesson and so 
must we. To many of us the Lord ma 
still be saying, “Why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I say?” 
(Luke 6:46). 

The Discipline of Opportunity 

When Baruch’s opportunity came it 
proved to be an onerous task to which he 
was Called. Jeremiah was shut up and could 
not ge to the house of the Lord (36:5)— 
whether by actual imprisonment, threats 
of a hostile crowd, or other circumstances 
it is impossible to say—but the Lord was 
speaking to him, and he required Baruch 
to “take down” his message and go to read 
it in public to all the people with a view 
to turning their hearts to the Lord (36:6, 


He waited some months for the ideal op- 
portunity (cf. vss. 1-9) when all the ple 
were gathered together for a special fast, 
probably called by reason of a critical 

litical situation developing with increas- 
ing pressure from Egypt and the threat of 
invasion by Babylon. 

First to all the people as they came to 
the Lord’s house (36:10), then to the as- 
sembled princes (11-16), this faithful sec- 
retary delivered his sermon, making it 
— clear that it came from Jeremiah. 

inally the scroll went into the king him- 
self (vs. ee 

Absolutely faithful and loyal was the 
service of Baruch. No personal fear could 
dissuade him from his commission; neither 
were his own views obtruded. He was like 
those who translate the Bible for us, many 
at the risk and cost of their lives in cruel 
torture, their task seen simply as making 
available the Word of God to all people 
at whatever personal cost. 

This singleness of purpose is characteris- 
tic of all true service, and like the 
martyrs who renege died recently among 
the Aucas, there will always be those who 





[pay the ultimate price of devotion. Wheth- 


er or not we are called to such sacrifice, in 
— bef wages however small, there is 
involved the discipline of fulfilling it faith- 
fully whatever the cost. “He that is faithful 
in that which is least is faithful also in 
much” (Luke 16:10). ; 

Our faithfulness to the smallest service 
we are now called to do is the true proof. 
of our devotion to God and the best prep- 
aration for wider opportunities. 


The Discipline of Disappointment 


As is so often the case, Baruch had early 
encouragement in his work, only to be dis- 
appointed by the contemptuous attitude of 
Jehoiakim, who sliced and burned his lab- 
oriously written manuscript piece by piece 
Loy Bae y= the protests of those who 
were better impressed (vs. 25). Jeremiah 
and Baruch had to hide and begin their 
tasks again. 

It is never easy, as Kipling says, “to see 
the things you gave your life to broken, 
and stoop to build them up with worn-out 
tools,” but the servant of God must re- 
member that contemptuous treatment 
neither invalidates God’s warning (eg. 
II Peter 3:3) nor effectively destroys the 
word of oo 

eremiah’s message, though unpopular, 
a . God-given a true. Facts - not 
altered by neglect; neither do we abrogate 
a divine law by disbelief. If that is our 
deep-rooted conviction, we shall continue 
to serve whether “they hear or forbear,” 
and it will carry us quietly through the 
discipline of disappointment. 
SUMMARY It is often our duty to 
sound the note of warn- 
ing when the world least wants to hear it. 
We must be faithful in this and in the 
duties of supporting those on whom the 
burden of preaching and teaching is laid. 
Better by far to be a good, courageous, 
faithful, Baruch-like secretary, than an un- 
faithful though popular preacher! 
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NEW BOOKS 





SACRAMENTS AS REVELATION 


THE THEOLOGY OF THE SACRAMENTS: AND 
OTHER PAPERS, by Donald M. Baillie. 
Scribner’s. 158 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Edward John Carnell 


There are some authors who can al- 
ways be read with profit. The late Don- 
ald Baillie is one of them. His thoughts 
are rooted in the classical Reformed 
tradition of old Scotland. 

The book opens with fraternal re- 
membrances by John Baillie. The read- 
er’s heart will be touched by the humble 
demeanor and Christian piety of Don- 
ald. The Baillie brothers are giants in 
modern Christendom. Little wonder 
that students around the world stream- 
ed to hear them lecture. 

The main body of the book is de- 
voted to a critical interaction with the 
doctrine of the Christian sacraments. 
Baillie is troubled by the declining in- 
terest in the ordinances. He traces this 
decline to an ignorance about the 
meaning of the ordinances, on the one 
hand, and a fear that their revival may 
imply a step toward Romanism, on the 
other. The second fear is an offspring 
of the first. 

Baillie maintains that as long as man 
is immersed in a physical world, his con- 
tact with God must, in part, be medi- 
ated through sense perception. A pious 
heart will see God in his handiwork. 
The beauty of the sunset is a revelation 
of the divine power and majesty. The 
sacraments are unique occasions of such 
revelation, however, because they are 
always accompanied by the Word. God 
promises to bless His people as they at- 
tend unto the means of grace. 

Baillie forthrightly rejects Rome's 
contention that grace “inheres in the 
matter” of the sacrament. Christ works 
grace in us as we are united with him 


in love. “. . . grace is not a transmis- 
sible substance but a living personal 
relationship . . .” (p. 66). This is a 


remarkably happy emphasis. In fact, it 
is the only biblical way that the “real 
presence” of Christ in the sacraments 
can be defended. 

Baillie also catches up a note which 
is rarely preached in the modern pul- 
pit. “. . . the high priestly work of 
Christ did not end with His death on 
the cross, but rather began with His 
death” (p. 117). Christ’s perpetual 
priestly work makes the Lord’s Supper 
a “eucharistic offering.” “. . . it is not 
really individual ministers who cele- 
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brate sacraments; it is the whole Church 
in its corporate capacity as a royal 
priesthood bringing its offering through 
Christ to God” (p. 123). This is nicely 
taken. 

Baillie, however, is weak on baptism. 
And his defense of infant baptism is 
particularly unconvincing. An infant is 
baptized because he belongs to the cove- 
nant, and thus is entitled to the exter- 
nal benefits of the church. Yet the in- 
fant is not allowed to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper. Presbyterianism falls be- 
tween two stools while trying to sit on 
both. 

The book ends with articles on “free- 
dom of the will” and the “preaching of 
Christian doctrine.” “. . . I am con- 
vinced, and have long been convinced, 
that we ought to be preaching Christian 
doctrine much more than we are” (p. 
141). This is solid advice. Would that 
more ministers would follow it. 

Discounting a few theological incon- 
sistencies and not a few unnecessary 
concessions to destructive higher criti- 
cism, this is a book which merits serious 
attention by students of the Christian 
sacraments. 

Dr. Carnell is President of Fuller Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. 


A WORLD ON THE MOVE, by a group of edi- 
tors. Institute of Pacific Relations. 264 
pp. 675 illustrations; $7.50. . 


Reviewed by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


This important book was first printed 
in Dutch and Indonesian; the present 
volume is an English translation. Its 
great importance lies in the fact that it 
is history written from the Asian point 
of view. No individual should become a 
missionary to Asia or Africa without 
reading this story of colonialism and 
nationalism in Asia and North Africa 
from the beginning of this century to 
the Bandung Conference in 1955. In 
ETERNITY, January 1956, I wrote in my 
survey of 1955 that the Bandung Con- 
ference was the most important event 
of that year. It may be the most im- 
portant event of the midcentury decade. 
Why does Asia hate the West? Read A 
World on the Move, look at the hun- 
dreds of pictures, and perhaps you will 


say, “It is amazing that they do not 
hate us more.” 

Certain injustices are committed in 
the book. The Boxer uprising of 1901 
is treated as though it were caused by 
all western nations. The editors do not 
mention the fact that the United States 
used its share of the indemnity to edu- 
cate Chinese leaders. The acquisition 
of the Philippines is described as 
though the United States had exploit- 
ed the Islands instead of delivering 
them from Spanish oppression and pre- 
paring them for independence. The 
record of our attitude in China and the 
Philippines should be the main theme 
of the American information service; 
but so far as I know, these truths have 
never been thundered across Asia. 

Whatever good will we won in China 
and the Philippines was forfeited by 
the bombing of Hiroshima in 1945. One 
chapter concludes: “Toward the end of 
the war, then, there were already signs 
that the Allies of the day would be- 
come the opponents of the morrow. The 
atom bombs which fell on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki and brought a Japan al- 
ready heavily damaged by bombing to 
its knees, were doubly bitter for the 
Asians; the white enemies, Hitler and 
his supporters, had been spared such 
medicine. But for the Russians too, the 
weapon had a bitter tang. Their declar- 
ation of war on Japan . . . did give 
them the actual control of Manchuria, 
but it was now the Americans who 
could land on the Japanese islands as 
the chief victors. The Russians, proba- 
bly with some justification, interpreted 
the atom bomb as a warning intended 
not least of all for them. The cold war 
had actually already begun.” 

One interesting feature of this vol- 
ume is a double-page chronological 
table in ten columns. From 1900 to 
1955 important events are listed under 
these captions: International; Maghreb, 
Libya; Egypt, Sudan; Turkey; Middle 
East; India, Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon; 
Southeast Asia; China, Korea, Mongol- 
ia; Japan; Soviet Asia. Thus, from their 
point of view, nine tenths of history 
concerns Asia; events in the rest of the 
world can be lumped under “Interna- 
tional.” In 23 of the 56 years covered, 
there is a blank space under that head; 
nothing happened outside Asia. In 
other years are single-line entries such 
as “1922, Washington Naval Treaty”; 
“1931, Japan occupies Manchuria”; 
“1949, North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation.” 

Perhaps the reading of this book will 
help us to understand that happenings 
in the western world are of minor im- 
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portance. We are sowing the wind and 
will one day reap the whirlwind. And 
still we are smug and self-satisfied! 


THE BOOK OF REVELATION. A NEW TRANS- 
LATION OF THE APOCALYPSE, by J. B. 
Phillips. Macmillan. 1957. 50 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by Bruce M. Metzger 


During the Second World War amid 
the London blitz, an Anglican parish 
minister of scholarly bent began to 
translate the New Testament into mod- 
ern English. The first section, Letters 
to Young Churches, appeared in 1947; 
then there followed The Gospels and 
The Young Church in Action [The Acts 
of the Apostles]; now the final portion 
of the New Testament has been pub- 
lished, The Book of Revelation. 


Like the popular Paraphrase of the 
New Testament which Philip Dod- 
dridge published two centuries ago, J. 
B. Phillips’ rendering of the Epistles is 
at times more of a paraphrase than a 
strict translation. As such, however, it 
has helped many modern readers attain 
a new and fresh insight into the mean- 
ing of Paul’s Epistles, “in which are 
some things hard to be understood” (II 
Pet. 3:16). 

The general excellencies of Phillips’ 
previous renderings are to be found in 
this latest volume also. Dedicated to the 
task of conveying to the modern reader 
the full import of the original text, 
Phillips has attained a large measure of 
success. Let not the reader suppose, 
however, that this translation will clear 
up all difficulties of the Book of Revela- 
tion! Commentaries will still be re- 
quired; for, as Phillips writes, “If the 
_ author intends a mystery, then the 
translator must transmit a mystery; if 
the author is deliberately obscure the 
translator can only reproduce the ob- 
scurity!” (p. x). 

Without holding out the promise that 
this book will unravel every difficulty of 
the Apocalypse, the reviewer believes 
that Phillips’ rendering will help the 
reader gain new and helpful insights in- 
to the meaning of this mysterious and 
wonderful Book. 

Dr. Metzger is Professor of New Testament 


Language and Literature at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 


THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS, and, THE NICENE 
AND POST-NICENE FATHERS, in two series 
(First, and Second), also called, A 
SELECT LIBRARY OF THE FATHERS. Amer- 
ican Reprint. Eerdmans. 38 volumes. 
$6.00 per volume. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 
One of the great theological move- 


ments of the nineteenth century was the 
Oxford or Tractarian movement, and 
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its most dramatic moment was when its 
leader, J. H. Newman, converted to Ro- 
man Catholicism. The -Tractarians had 
a profound regard for patristic Chris- 
tianity, and their studies in the Fathers 
led to a rebirth of patrology. This led 
to the creation of A Select Library of the 
Fathers. 

The scholars who could read Greek 
and Latin have used the famous Migne 
Patrologia but those limited to English 
have used A Select Library as their best 
source for a knowledge of the Fathers, 
and the set has been one of the basic 


-reference works in any theological lib- 


rary. 

The Select Library was translated by 
outstanding Greek and Latin scholars 
of the nineteenth century. The volumes 
were made more valuable by introduc- 
tory essays and valuable indexes. 

It is a select library, for the patristic 
literature is rather sizeable; e. g., the 
Migne Patrologia runs to 389 volumes. 
But it is a very excellent and impressive 
selection. One will find in the Select 
Library the earliest beginnings in apolo- 
getics; e. g. the writings of Justin 
Martyr or Athenagora. Some of the fin- 
est in homiletics of any age will be found 
in the homilies of Chrysostom. Evidences 
of the influence of Platonic and Greek 
philosophy will be found in the writings 
of Origen and Clement of Alexandria. 
The beginnings of the doctrine of the 
Trinity will be found in Tertullian and 
Augustine. The first significant church 
history was written by Eusebius. Eight 
volumes are given to Augustine. Here 
will be found one of the greatest pro- 
ductions of religious autobiography— 
The Confessions; the first really great 
philosophy of history in western culture 
—The City of God; and what some think 
to be the greatest treatise ever written 
on the Trinity—On the Holy Trinity. 

There are several reasons why we of 
the twentieth century should read the 
Fathers of the earlier Christian cen- 
turies. (i) They are the first interpreters 
of Christianity outside the writers of 
Scripture, and we should have some 
comprehension of the understanding 
of Christianity by the first generation of 
Christians. (ii) Here we find the begin- 
nings of Christianity’s great apologetical 
tradition. (iii) Systematic theology finds 
its beginnings in Origen’s Peri Archon, 
and many other of the basic Christian 
dogmas find classical formulation among 
the Fathers. (iv) The greatest creeds of 
Christendom were written during this 
period—the only creeds about which 
there has been any sort of universal con- 
sent of Christians. (v) Certain heresies 
arose in this early period, most of which 
have reappeared in subsequent doctrinal 
history, some of them repeatedly. More 
than one bright heresy is, underneath, 
old hat to the historian of theology. (vi) 
In that the Roman Catholic Church, 


Greek Orthodox Church, and Anglican 
Church rest great authority in the op- 
inions of the Fathers, it is necessary for 
polemical reasons to know something of 
these early writings. ' 

Certainly all libraries lacking the set 
should have it, and those libraries with . 
incomplete sets should fill them out be- 
fore the Select Library goes out of print 
again. The volumes are very important 
for professors, teachers, graduate stu- 
dents in theology, and for the research 
scholars. The pastor who would care to 
know something of the early days of 
Christianity would find it worth his 
while to choose a few of these volumes 
for his personal library. 

Finally, a word of commendation 
should be expressed to the publishers 
for having the vision and courage to re- 
print these valuable reference materials 
for Christian scholarship. 


SECOND THOUGHTS ON THE DEAD SEA 
SCROLLS by F. F. Bruce, Eerdmans. 144 


pp. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Merrill F. Unger 


Professor Bruce gives a thoroughly 
reliable account of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
This study will doubtless prove of im- 
mense value to the non-specialist. So 
many dubious, and in some cases mis- 
leading, reports have been given con- 
cerning the great manuscript finds of 
the past decade that many conservative 
Christians have been perplexed. This 
book will certainly clarify numerous 
points of difficulty for the serious Bible 
student. 

Particularly lucid is the author's 
treatment of the Messianic hope in the 
Qumran literature as compared to the 
New Testament. He shows that the 
Qumran Community and the early 
Christians agreed that in the days of the 
fulfilment of all that the Old Testa- 
ment prophets had said, a great proph- 
et, a great ruler, and a great priest 
would arise. But whereas these three 
figures remained distinct in Qumran 
expectation, Christianity envisioned 
them as united in the Person of Christ 
as Prophet, Priest and King. 

The author points out a still more 
fundamental difference . between the 
Messianic doctrine at Qumran as com- 
pared with the New Testament. In the 
New Testament the term “Messiah” is 
unique in its meaning, in that it ful- 
fills the ideal of an obedient and suffer- 
ing servant according to Isaiah 53. The 
messianic figures in the Qumran litera- 
ture by salient contrast do not achieve 
their destiny in this manner. The New 
Testament Messiah, as foretold in the 
Old Testament, remains unique. 

Professor Bruce’s study is eminently 
illuminating and discriminatingly sound 
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in its conclusions. It is heartily recom- 
mended. 

Dr. Unger is Professor of Semitics and of 
Old Testament at Dallas Theological Sem- 
inary, Dallas, Tex. 


AMAZING DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH by William Sanford 
LaSor. Moody. 251 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Merrill F. Unger 


There seems to be an almost endless 
flow of literature on the manuscript dis- 
coveries in the Dead Sea area since 1947. 
Some of this survey material has been 
misleading as far as the non-expert is 
concerned. Many, unable to check con- 
clusions for themselves, have been 
given the impression that these import- 
ant manuscript discoveries produce evi- 
dence militating against the uniqueness 
of Christianity and the Messiahship of 
our Lord. 

Professor LaSor ably and soberly sets 
forth all that can legitimately be de- 
duced from the manuscript evidence. 
He shows that the word messiah in the 
Qumran writings partakes more of a 
common noun (“anointed one”). He 
concludes that there is no clear evidence 
that “any specific personage” was known 
as “the Messiah” in the recovered Qum- 
ran documents (p. 163). 

Professor LaSor’s study is based on 
genuine scholarship, yet is popularly 
written. It is slanted toward conserva- 
tive Christians who have been disturbed 
by some of the conclusions of such arti- 
cles as A. Dupont-Sommer’s, Edmund 
Wilson’s and others. The author some- 
times gives the impression of extreme 
caution. He warns the reader he has 
“tried to err on the side of understate- 
ment rather than overstatement” (p. 2). 
Yet for this very reason his treatment is 
valuable, well-balanced and corrective. 
For the reader perplexed by some of the 
unsound conclusions of the scholars and 
the misleading statements of magazine 
and press, Professor LaSor’s work is a 
necessity. 


A REPORTER FINDS GOD THROUGH SPIRITUAL 
HEALING. by Emily Gardener Neal. 


Reviewed by C. Everett Koop 


The reviewer is a Christian and a 
physician who acknowledges the infinite 
power of God, including the possibility 
of healing in this day. However, there is 
little in this book to prove the fact of 
healing to one accustomed to seeing 
the “miracles” reported here by case 
history. 

The author has come to know Christ 
as her Savior through evidences of spir- 
itual healing as she has encountered 
them in what started out to be a skep- 
tic’s critique but turned out to be what 
she calls “ a journey into faith.” There 
can be little doubt that the Lord has 
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drawn this woman to Himself, but as 
yet she has little discrimination. The 
evidences of spiritual healing are not 
separated from the “miracles” at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, indi- 
cating a failure to discern between bib- 
lical fact and Roman doctrine. She rec- 
ognizes the cultism of Christian Science 
but believes it has made an inestimable 
contribution to Christianity. 

Miss Neal believes that the Lord does 
not will the temple of the Holy Spirit 
to be contaminated by disease. With 
Rebecca Beard, she believes that man 
may die, but he does not have to die 
sick. Medicine is to be depended upon 
until the truth about spiritual healing 
is universally accepted. 

If as we read in Hebrews 11:1, “Faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen,” it would 
seem that the Lord might expect the 
believer’s faith to be based upon His 
word and not upon signs and wonders. 
Miss Neal states that real faith makes 
healing possible, but later indicates that 
if the Lord were to restore absent limbs, 
this would take from man his means of 
salvation—faith. In another passage, she 
explains the failure of a faith-healer to 
obtain healing for himself as being due 
to the faithlessness of the church as a 
whole. Faith becomes so variably de- 
fined and so frequently connected with 
material reward in this volume that one 
longs for clearer exposition of the great 
redeeming love of God that offers sal- 
vation to sinful men as a gift. 

In the section on her understanding 
of Jesus Christ and what He claims to 
be, the author shows a logic not clearly 
illustrated elsewhere in the book. One 
cannot doubt her sincerity nor fail to 
be thrilled with her in the knowledge 
of her salvation. In spite of her back- 
ground as a reporter, Miss Neal’s in- 
vestigation of spiritual healing has not 
filled the need in Christian literature 
for a clear exposition of faith healing 
for the inquiring Christian. . 


THE CHRISTIAN AND THE MOVIES. Stephen 
W. Paine. Eerdmans. 79 pp. $1. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


Another “don’t” book, somewhat bet- 
ter than the average, perhaps, but carry- 
ing the traditional arguments and quo- 
tations. The author’s main thesis is that 
movies and movie-makers are corrupt 
and have a degrading influence on the 
viewers; hence, the Christian ought not 
to support them. The total outlook is 
dark and the author feels that, since 
the American public desires filth, the 
industry is going to furnish it regard- 
less of public opinion or censorship at- 
tempts. And, while the adult viewer of 
movies may be “safe” the youth of the 
nation are being sacrificed to the god 
of the cinema. Related fields of TV and 


Christian films are discussed, and it is 
suggested that everyone must make up 
his own mind on these since no direct 
support of Hollywood's corruption is en- 
tailed. 

Frankly, this reviewer is convinced 
that motion pictures are a potential fac- 
tor for good, the eye gate being often 
more readily stimulated than the ear 
gate. It is true that most of what Holly- 
wood issues is poor and objectionable 
by Christian standards. But, we have 
never been able to understand why 
Christians who strongly oppose the 
American film industry do not support 
Christian film organizations as mission- 
ary enterprises so that they might turn 
out more professional pictures. Many 
excellent novels written by Christian 
authors might be filmed to good advan- 
tage if funds were available. With Chris- 
tian cinemas in strategic spots in Amer- 
ica to show worthy films, Christians 
might have excellent entertainment 
without the taint of Hollywood. 

Dr. Paine’s book is provocative, for it 
portrays the problem as it does exist 
and glaringly displays the frequently 
tragic results of indiscriminate movie 
viewing by young people. But again, 
the lack of parental home-training is 
the real fault. Movies are here to stay, 
and the individual must make up his 
own mind as to whether he shall attend. 
Young people who are trained at home 
in proper values and Christian discern- 
ment will be best able to take a sensible 
stand on the movie question. 


HARPER TORCHBOOKS, Harper. $1.50. 
Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


One of the major trends in the book 
industry since the end of World War II 
is the production of paperback books. 
Harper’s Torchbooks series are very 
impressive reprints of very worthwhile 
books in the field of theology. There is 
Harnack’s What is Christianity? which 
many theologians consider the finest, 
clearest, and simplest interpretation in 
print of religious modernism. It was one 
of the most widely published and in- 
fluential books of a previous generation. 
Another Torchbook is Edwin Hatch’s 
The Influence of Greek Ideas on Chris- 
tianity. This was published in the nine- 
teenth century and profoundly influ- 
enced Harnack. Its thesis was that the 
simple gospel of Palestine Christianity 
was corrupted by later Christianity when 
it reinterpreted it in terms of Greek 
philosophy and its philosophical con- 
cepts. 

Nicolas Berdyaev’s The Beginning of 
the End is another one. Berdyaev was a 
very brilliant, very unconventional East- 
ern Orthodox writer who has written 
several very influential books, and was 
a leading figure in the renaissance of 
Eastern Orthodox thought in their sem- 
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_ inary in Paris. One of the outstanding 
Greek scholars of yesteryear was Adolph 
Deissmann. The Torchbooks reprint 
his Paul: A Study in Social and Religious 
History in which he defends what he 
calls Christ-mysticism—in contrast to 
more traditional God-mysticism. He is 
followed in this by Schweitzer and James 
Stewart (A Man in Christ). 

Another Torchbook is Karl Barth’s 
The Word of God and the Word of Man 
which contains Barth’s famous sermon, 
“The Strange New World Within the 
Bible,” and other sermons. Karl Heim 
contributes his Christian Faith and Na- 
ture Science. Heim was learned in sci- 
ence, theology, and philosophy, and he 
attempted to show that the real world 
of meaning was different from the world 
of science. 

These books are valuable for theolog- 
ical students who wish personal copies 
of some of these classics but cannot af- 
ford to pay for the standard editions— 
the Torchbooks sell for about an aver- 
age of $1.50 per volume. Pastors who 
have a theological interest may also 
profit from this series. And some of our 
smaller evangelical schools who work 
with a limited budget could really 
stretch those library dollars by investing 
them in paperbacks like the Torchbooks. 


KEPT FROM THE HOUR, Gerald B. Stanton. 
Zondervan. 320 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


Kept from the Hour, as its title im- 
plies, is a work on the second coming 
in relation to the questions of the 
rapture and the tribulation. Dr. Ger- 
ald B. Stanton, Th. D., Professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology at Talbot Theological 
Seminary in Los Angeles, has set before 
us a clear and full presentation of these 
matters as seen from the premillennial, 
pretribulational point of view. Dr. Stan- 
ton’s work can be divided into three 
main sections: chapters one through six 
deal with important subjects that sur- 
round the rapture of the church and 
the tribulation which is to follow; chap- 
ter seven deals with the important sub- 
ject of biblical interpretation, conclud- 
ing with a special article on interpreta- 
tion at the end of the volume; and chap- 
ters eight through eleven answer objec- 
tions that are brought against those who 
hold to the pretribulational view of the 
Lord’s return. 

The book attempts to be fair to the 
critics of the “pretrib” position. This 
volume contains much light and very 
little heat—and where it occurs, it is 
warming rather than burning. Generally 
the chapters are well organized. How- 
ever, in places, because of the author's 
enthusiasm to set the record straight, 
there is a tendency to make a lunge in 
thought rather than a well-ordered step, 
which may prove annoying to a person 
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not familiar with the subject matter un- 
der consideration. 

This work of Dr. Stanton points up 
several problems to which the “pretribs,” 
among whom this reviewer numbers 
himself without qualification, must do 
some hard, logical thinking. Are the 
terms “wrath” and “tribulation” as used 
in the Thessalonian epistles to be treated 
synonymously? Can the day of the Lord 
and the Day of Christ be maintained? 
To what degree are the Scriptures to be 
determined literally and to what degree 
are they not? This reviewer is in agree- 
ment with Dr. Stanton, but he feels that 
at some points more evidence is needed 
to strengthen some of the positions 
taken, and that furthermore, this evi- 
dence can be found in the Scriptures. 


THE NEW ORDEAL OF CHRISTIANITY, by Paul 
Hutchinson. Association. 128 pp. 
$2.50. 


Reviewed by C. Stacey Woods 


This big little book, written by the 
late editor of the Christian Century, 
merits the attention of thoughtful Chris- 
tians who desire a perspective of world 
Christendom and its immediate prob- 
lems. Unlike many current writers, vic- 
tims of a self-conscious, unscholarly at- 
tempt to be scholarly, this book is never 
verbose. At all times it is clear, most 
readable and succinct. The reviewer con- 
fesses to a physical and emotional relief 
in reading a book which deals with 
such important issues in so simple and 
straightforward a manner. Because of its 
brevity, it is in the nature of a concise 
review, and one could wish at many 
points the writer had more thoroughly 
expounded problems and issues to which 
he alludes. 

The theological presuppositions of 
the author are apparent. He has no 
other-worldly concept of Christianity. 
The book is so much of the earthy, so 
absorbed in the political machinations 
within Christendom, so alive to the poli- 
tical issues of the day, that the unseen, 
the eternal, the essentially spiritual, are 


ignored, if not by implication largely 


denied. Yet it would be unfair to say 
that they are entirely missing. 

In five penetrating chapters, Mr. Hut- 
chinson deals with Roman Catholicism, ; 
the Orthodox churches, and Protestant- 
ism, with their internal agony and ten-. 
sion, and the impact externally of ma- 
terialism, secularism, and the growing 
social consciousness that confronts them. 
Penetrating in his analyses, the writer 
contends that within the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, the fear “is not so much the 
spread of atheism among the masses in 
Communist countries . . . as fostering the 
establishment of national Catholic 
churches which will cut their ties with 
the papacy.” The Protestant churches 
appear as a poor second in comparison 
with the Roman Catholic church, with 
its long range plan in the light of its 
growing awareness of the social and 
political issues of the day. To read that 
the Roman Catholic Church “has not 
hesitated to declare modern capitalism 
as sinful as Communism” will be start- 
ling to many. The writer explodes the 
myth of the growing strength of Roman 
Catholicism, suggesting rather that “it 
is the weakness of Orthodoxy and Pro- 
testantism, rather than any increased 
strength of Catholicism, which sometimes 
makes the papal church appear to be 
the most vigorous organized element 
among contemporary churches.” 

To Mr. Hutchinson, “religion today 
is being challenged to prove not so much 
that it is intellectually respectable as 
that it is morally relevant.” In referring 
to the current religious upsurge in the 
United States, he writes: “It is far too 
easy to promote a church boom by tell- 
ing ambitious men and women that they 
can make God serve them, rather than 
by holding up the demand of true reli- 
gion, that they shall serve God.” 

The Christian functions both in the 
dimension of the human and the earth- 
ly and. in the spiritual and eternal. 
While this book is preoccupied with the 
issues and problems of this world and 
this earthly life, and while there is 
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scarcely a reference to the world and 
life view of the Scriptures, the Bible- 
believing Christian will find it of great 
value to be brought back to the realiza- 
tion that the heavenly people of God 
live their lives as witnesses to Christ and 

His Kingdom on this earth, and that 

they cannot ignore or avoid the problems 

of this life as individuals, as churches, 
or as members of society. 

The reviewer is General Secretary of Inter- 

Varsity Christian Fellowship. 

THE DARK VIRGIN. Edited by Donald Dem- 
arest and Coley Taylor. Coley Taylor, 
Inc. 256 pp. $5.00. 

Reviewed by David W. Baker 
This anthology is an approved (Im- 
primature by Francis Cardinal Spellman) 
collection of the most important docu- 
ments, descriptive articles, and authora- 
tative discussions of the Patron Saint of 

Mexico: “The Most Holy Virgin Mary, 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Queen of Mex- 

ico, and Empress of the Americas,” who 


is “such an indelible and inextricable . 


part of Mexican life that it is almost 
impossible to describe contemporary 
Mexico and explain its history, except 
as it refers to Her.” 

Missionaries to Latin America have 
often referred to the cult of the Dark 
Virgin as the religion of Mexico and of 
other large sections of Latin America. 
But few books have been available on 
the subject, especially as source material 
for those engaged in the missionary en- 
terprise. Here is a book which will be 
invaluable for such a purpose. 

This book also has a real place in 
the literature of the so-called apparitions 
of the Virgin, such as Lourdes, La Sal- 
ette, and Fatima. Much has been written 
on all of these, except Guadalupe, 
though it was the earliest. And though 
Guadalupe has not been placed in the 
same category as Lourdes and the 
others by the Roman Church, for us 
who live in America it is, perhaps, the 
most important of them all. 

The Dark Virgin is well edited, beau- 
tifully printed, scholarly, thoroughly 
readable, and is as complete as the ord- 
inary reader might wish. It includes a 
splendid summary on the “Symbol of 
Mexico” by Donald Demarest, a repro- 
duction of the early narratives about the 
apparition, a discussion of the person- 
alities involved, a history of the miracu- 
lous image, an account of the Indian 
traditions and records, a group of songs 
and poems, a description of the House 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and the rec- 
ord of a radio broadcast by Pius XII, the 
present Pope, to the international convo- 
cation of Catholics at the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, October 12, 
1945, in which he endorses her vener- 
ation. 

Though compiled from Roman Catho- 
lic sources and written from a thorough- 
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ly pro-Guadalupean point of view, there 
is much here of interest and importance 
to all who would understand the basic 
religious attitudes and superstitions of 
the peoples of Mexico and Central 
America. 


THE EXPOSITORY METHOD OF G. CAMPBELL 
MORGAN. Don M. Wagner. Revell. 128 


pp. $2. 
Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


The late G. Campbell Morgan was 
one of the outstanding expository 
preachers of our era. Don Wagner, Presi- 
dent of Oak Hills Christian Training 
School of Bemidji, Minnesota, analyzes 
Campbell Morgan’s methods of preach- 
ing as a guide and stimulus to other 
ministers. An appendix lists Campbell 
Morgan’s books and a bibliography sug- 
gests a number of works suitable for 
supplementary reading on expository 
preaching. Examples from Campbell 
Morgan’s own works illustrate the prin- 
ciples of the expository method. For all 
who love the writings of G. Campbell 
Morgan and wish to understand more 
fully his modus operandi, and for all 
who wish to develop an expository style 
of preaching of their own, this book is 
ae 

Ehrenstein is +." of Bethany 
Church, Philadelphia, P 
PHILIPPIANS: THE GOSPEL AT WORK, Merrill 
C. Tenney. Eerdmans. 102 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


A topical study of the Epistle to the 
Philippians, covering some of the major 
themes of that letter. The book is di- 
vided into five parts including: The Be- 
ginning, Fellowship, Pattern, Experience 
and Effects of the Gospel. The author’s 
purpose is to demonstrate the gospel at 
work. Dr. Tenney’s treatment is most 
suitable. However, it must not be 
thought that this is a commentary on 
every portion of the Epistle; for, in re- 
ality, it covers only the broadest aspects 
of Philippians. Each chapter is replete 
with stories and anecdotes, which serve 
to make the already simplified truths 
even more evident. Thus, the layman 
who wishes only a brief discussion of the 
more important truths of the epistle will 
find the book of significance. The stu- 
dent who seeks something more than 
devotional sermons will do well to 
choose another work. 


-MAKE YOUR FAITH WORK, Louis H. Evans. 


Revell. 158 pp. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


An extremely practical human book 
about an eminently practical divine 
book. Dr. Louis H. Evans, Minister-at- 
Large for the Board of National Mis- 
sions of The Presbyterian Church U. S. 
A., has written a series of intensely use- 


ful sermons on the stimulating Book of 
James. In nine challenging chapters, the 
author has presented an array of 
thought-provoking questions that go di- 
rectly to the heart of human affairs and 
point up the areas of life that we may 
seek to keep obscure. “Is Your Religion 
Words or Works?” “Are You Preju- 
diced?” “Is your Tongue Converted?” 
“Are You Conceited?” and “Is Your 
Money Converted?” are a few of the 
hard-hitting, down-to-earth messages. In- 
terspersed among the truths suggested 
are excellent illustrations and some 
commendable poetry. If it were not for 
the fact that the analyses were so pene- 
trating and, at times, painful to a read- 
er, we would say that it would be a 
thoroughly enjoyable book. Instead, we 
say that it ought to be required reading 
for every Christian who wishes to see 
himself in the light of the practical con- 
cepts of Christianity. 


PREPARING TO BE A MISSIONARY, by A. T. 
Houghton. Inter-Varsity. 96 pp. $1.00, 


paper. 


MISSION FIELDS TODAY: A BRIEF WORLD SUR- 
vEY. Edited by A. J. Dain, Inter-Var- 
sity. 128 pp. $1.00, paper. 


DRUM, by Anthony Sampson. Houghton- 
Mifflin. 256 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Paul A. Hopkins 


The first two of these books were 
published primarily for the college stu- 
dent who believes that Christian mis- 
sions has a claim on his life. The last 
book is a story of a secular magazine 
published in South Africa and written 
by Africans for Africans. We review 
them together because Sampson inad- 
vertantly tells us in Drum what is 
wrong with the other two books. 

Drum is not a religious book. Some 
of the things discussed in this well-writ- 
ten book might shock a young Christian 
preparing for the mission field; certain- 
ly, however, it is far better to shock the 
candidate in his training at home than 
to allow him to go to the field naive— 
and thus add one more missionary to 
the already overlarge number who are 
unable to communicate with the people 
to whom they have gone to witness. 

Drum is the story of a magazine be- 
gun for Africans by well-meaning Euro- 
peans but which didn’t catch on. Samp- 
son was called from England to be its 
editor and spent the early months of 
his stay in South Africa asking ques- 
tions. He got answers. In the remaining 
part of his tour of duty as editor of 
Drum, Sampson tries to apply to his 
work the information he learned from 
the frank answers he received—but he 
never stops asking questions. Drum has 
become a successful magazine today. 

Houghton has given us a good book. 
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It tries to take the hand of a young col- 
lege student and lead him through the 
wilderness of the involvements of be- 
coming a missionary. It covers all the 
standard problems in the wilderness; 
i.e., the Great Commission, the need, 
difficulties, how to know the Lord’s will, 
qualifications, training, etc. One won- 
ders, however, whether Preparing to be 
a Missionary is not another case of the 
rightness of the old adage that the good 
is sometimes enemy of the best. 

It seems apparent that Christian mis- 
sions must up-date their methods to the 
middle of the twentieth century. As 
greatly as Hudson Taylor and other 
giants of the missionary effort have 


been blessed by God, their methods are 
not necessarily God’s methods for today. 
For this reviewer at least, one of these 
mission practices too long observed is 
that candidates must be recruited. No 
wonder 50 per cent or more of the mis- 
sionaries remain abroad for only one, 
or at the most two, periods of service. 
When will the church recognize its 
total responsibility to God’s command 
to witness to the whole world? When 
it does, the constraining love of Christ 
and the “woe is me if I preach not the 
gospel” of St. Paul will solve the prob- 
lem of recruiting candidates for the 
mission field and the larger part of this 
book will become unnecessary. Until 


then, will not weak-spirited, promotion- 
ally-developed missionaries who need to 
read books to assure them of their call 
continue to fail in the task of develop- 
ing spiritually strong, indigenous 
churches? 

Mission Fields Today is an up-to- 
date introductory survey of the world 
missionary picture. A brief record of the 
development of Christian missions is in- 
cluded for each field. The opening 
chapter of the book entitled “The 
Home Base” is a very important state- 
ment which should be read by every 
Christian. The writer strikes at the 
heart of the failure of the missionary 
program—the tendency on the part of 

















Donald Grey Barnhouse, Speaker 
LOG OF 
BIBLE STUDY HownR STATIONS 
BROADCAST TIME IS SUNDAY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 
ALABAMA MINNESOTA PENNSYLVANIA (Cont.) 
Birmingham WSGN’ 610kc 8:00a.m Mankato KYSM 1230kc 8:30a.m Pittsburgh WCAE 1250kc 8:30 a.m. 
Dothan WAGF 1320kc 3:00p.m Minneapolis WDGY 1130kc 8:00a.m. Reading RAW 1340 kc 8:30 a.m. 
St. Cloud KFAM 1450kc 8:30a.m. Sayre ATS ki 9:00 a.m. 
ARIZONA Scranton WSCR- 1320kc 8:30 a.m. 
Globe KWJB 1240kc 8:30a.m MISSOURI Wilkes-Barre WBRE 1340kc 8:30 a.m. 
Safford KGLU 1480kc 8:30 a.m. Kansas City WDAF 610kc 8:30a.m York WORK 1350kc 9:30 p.m. 
Tucson KVOA 1290kc 8:30a.m it. is KXOK  630kc 9:00a.m. 
Bakersfield KGEE 1230kc 8:30 a.m. MONTANA Charleston WTMA 1250 kc 9:30 p.m 
Fresno KFRE 940 kc 8:00a.m. Bozeman KXLQ 1450kc 9:30 p.m. 
Los Angeles KPOL 1540kc 2:30 p.m. Butte KXLF 1370kc 9:30 p.m. TENNESSEE 
San Francisco KNBC 680kc 8:30a.m. Great Falls KXLX 1400kc 9:30 p.m. Bristol WOPI 1490kc 8:30a.m 
Santa Barbara KIST 1340kc 8:30a.m. Helena KXLJ 1240ke 9:30 p.m. Chattanooga WAPO 1150kc 8:30 a.m 
Missoula KXLL 1450kc 9:30 p.m. Johnson City WJHL 910kc 2:00p.m 
Rn WRC | S00he : (0:00 NEBRASKA nest wae Te ise 
i 730 a.m ) i : 
Pe : North Platte KODY 1240kc 8:30a.m 5 . ‘<r 
FLOR 
li WJAX 930kc 8:30a.m. NEVADA TEXAS 
rey : WLAK 1430kc 6:30 p.m. Las Vegas KORK 1340kc 9:30 p.m Alpine KVLF 1240kc 8:30 a.m. 
Miami QAM 560kc 8:00 a.m. Dallas WFAA 570kc 4:30 p.m. 
Panama City WDLP 590kc 10:30 a.m. NEW MEXICO Henderson KWRD 1470kc 7:30 a.m. 
Pensacola COA 1370kc 8:30a.m. Roswell KSWS 1230kc 8:30a.m Houston KTRH 740kc 8:30a.m. 
St. Petersburg WSUN 20kc 2:00 p.m. Lubbock KCBD 1590kc 8:30 a.m. 
W. Palm Beach WEAT 850kc 9:30 p.m. NEW YORK Midland KCRS 550kc 8:00 a.m. 
F New York WRCA 660kc 8:30a.m. San Angelo KGKL 960kc 8:30a.m 
GEORGIA Owego WEBO 1330kc 9:00a.m. 
Atlanta WGST 920kc 10:00 p.m Rochester WHAM 1180 kc 8:30 a.m. VIRGINIA ; 
ILLINOIS Schenectady WGY 810kc 8:90 a.m. Martinsville WMVA 1450ke 8:80 a.m. 
Cae MAG eee Oise inion oaepm —-Reambuny «= WEVA Ie0ke | 240 pm. 
i Cc 730 a.m. s .m. : - 
Springfield WMAY 970kc 8:30 a.m Charlotte WSOC 1240kc 10:30 a.m. Richmond WLEE 1480kc 8:30 a.m. 
Mount Airy WPAQ 740kc 9:00 a.m. WEST VIRGINIA 
= ORTH DAKOTA Bluefield WKOY 1240kc 9:00p.m 
Evansville WGBF 1280kc 2:00p.m N ieeae WDAY $l0kc @S0am. po ll WKAZ 950 ke 350 = 
IOWA ° Clarksburg WBLK 1400kc 8:30a.m 
KFG 1260 ki 2:00 p.m OHI 
ee 2 F . Cincinnati WLW 700 kc 10:00 a.m WISCONSIN 
KANSAS Cleveland WHK 1420kc 8:30 a.m Madison WIBA 1310kc 8:30a.m 
Garden City KIUL 1240kc 8:30a.m. 
Hutchinson KWBW 1450kc 8:30 a.m. bag areal _— — ots CANADA 
oma Cit Cc 730 a.m. . 
LOUISIANA Tulsa y VOO 1170ke 6:05 p.m. Toronto CFRB 1010kce 2:30p.m. 
Houma KCIL 1490 kc =. 2:00 p.m. 
OREGON BERMUDA ni vm 
MARYLAND . Pembroke 1240 ke 6:00 p.m. 
Baltimore WBAL 1090kc 8:30 a.m Euowe oes ieee Sse. 
Cumberland WTBO 1450kc 8:30a.m 7 = GUATEMALA (Tuesday) 
Guatemala City TGNA 1180kc 9:30 p.m. 
MASSACHUSETTS PENNSYLVANIA 
ton WNAC 680 kc 1:00 p.m. Carlisle WHYL 960 kc 2:30 p.m. LIBERIA (Friday) 
Erie WJET 1400kc 9:00 a.m. M ia ELWA 710kce 7:00a.m 
MICHIGAN Harrisburg WKBO 1230 ke $:30 a.m. — 200 a.m. 
Detroit CKLW 800kc 9:30 p.m. Lancaster c 730 a.m PANAMA (Wednesday) 
i :30 a.m. Lewistown WMRF 1490kc 8:30 a.m - Y 
Ss apids bd 5 4 = oe my Philadelphia WRCV 1060kc 8:30a.m Panama City HOXO 760kc 9:30 p.m. 
Note: This log prepared July 1 and subject to change as more N.B.C. stations are able to clear time. 
@ Primary purpose of this broadcast is to supplement the outreach of local churches in bringing Christians into greater 
understanding of the Word of God. Will you tell others about it and then back it with your prayers? This broadcast is 
supported in its entirety by Christians who have been helped and blessed. If you would like to become a partner with Dr. 
Barnhouse in this radio ministry, write to bim today. 
BOX 2000 PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. « BOX 4020 TERMINAL A, TORONTO 
31 


August 1957 











the church as a whole to ignore its 


total responsibility to God’s command 
to witness and to relegate missions to 
the so-called “missionary societies.” 

We live in a day of specialization; to 
a degree this may be good. But certainly 
the church cannot have specialists to 
witness. The very nature of our life in 
Christ makes it necessary for each of us 
to have an active part in the witness of 
the church. The ironical end of the 
trend to missionary specialization in the 
church is the member of the mission 
board (which establishes missionary 
policy) who says he has no time to read 
or study about missions! Since the mis- 
sionary in the field is too busy witness- 
ing to give time to reading and study- 
ing, who in the church knows the 
hearts and minds of those we are active- 
ly attempting to reach? 

It is long past time to realize that 
there must be the identification of the 
whole church with those who are to be 
its ambassadors. One cannot buy one’s 
way out of this responsibility by giving 
—even sacrificially giving. Nor can one 
piously pass over one’s responsibility by 
faithfully praying over a mission's pray- 
er calendar. Praying and giving are 
good, but the wholeness of our witness 
requires commitment of life because so 
much needs to be studied, prayed over, 
and thought through that only the 
whole church can accomplish the goal. 

It is regrettable that the editor has 
permitted several references to stand in 
the earlier sections which are indicative 
of the “classical” mission point of view 
that the missionary is indispensable to 
the younger churches. 


THE STORY OF THE CROSS, Leon Morris. 
Eerdmans. 128 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


One of Australia’s most brilliant Evan- 
gelical scholars, Dr. Leon Morris, is Vice- 
Principal of Ridley College, Melbourne. 
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In this book, he has given seven devo- 
tional studies based on Matthew’s ac- 
count of the passion episodes covered in 
Matthew, chapters 26—28. These are not 
the conventional type of “devotional 
study”—a collection of obvious, super- 
ficial truths linked together by stories. 
Rather, Dr. Morris has poured real in- 
sight into his heart-searching medita- 
tions. Each brief subdivision of the 
chapters is a gem in itself obviously com- 
ing to fruition out of a life of constant 
study, the results of which are plainly 
apparent in the content of this valuable 
little book. Although, by virtue of the 
subject matter, the volume is particular- 
ly appropriate during a Lenten season, it 
is by no means limited to this one per- 
iod of the year. One can meditate with 
benefit on the passion of Christ at any 
time and Dr. Morris’ inspiring work will 
prove to be an invaluable assistant in 
focusing one’s eyes on Christ and His 
finished work. 


THE CHAOS OF THE CULTS. Jan Karel Van 
Baalen. Eerdmans. 409 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


For nineteen years, this outstanding 
study of the religious systems beyond 
the pale of evangelical Christianity has 
been a standard reference work. In its 
newly revised form, it will more than 
ever be a trustworthy guide for the eval- 
uation of systems of thought that prey 
on the Christian church. 

Swedenborgianism is included along 
with a rewritten chapter on Buchman- 
ism (Moral Re-Armament), some up-to- 
date facts on Mormonism, Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Unitarianism and Modern- 
ism. In addition, the bibliography has 
a number of new books listed. For the 
Christian who wants to know the teach- 
ings of Spiritism, Rosicrucianism, Chris- 
tian Science, Unity, Baha’i, Theosoph- 
ism and others, this book will serve as 
a masterpiece of facts. Each chapter has 
questions for discussion making the 
latest edition an excellent téxt book for 
classes on cults. 


GOD AND YOU, by William M. Hunter. 

Revell. 159 pp. $2.50. 

Reviewed by Richard Allen Bodey 

The author, a Presbyterian clergy- 
man, has encountered widespread spirit- 
ual illiteracy among moderns and has 
written this book as an attempt to help 
correct the condition. His purpose is to 
define and present the basic doctrines 
of Scripture and the Church under- 
standably in the hope of bringing the 
reader and God together in a personal, 
saving relationship. 

Theologically, the author is conserva- 
tive and faithful to the Scriptures, al- 
though several of his interpretations 
are open to dispute. He is sympathetic 
with the unbeliever and doubter, not 
condemnatory; winsome, persuasive, and 





always interesting. His style reminds 
one of J. B. Phillips and Bryan Green. 
His chapter headings are especially sug- 
gestive; e.g., “I'll Buy That!” “A Good 
Show,” “Unbelievably Beautiful—or In- 
credibly Dull!” Every reader is certain 
to be impressed. The preacher will find 
some valuable insights and illustrations 
and an effective technique for reaching 
the commonman with the great truths 


of the gospel. 


CHRISTIAN MATURITY, by Richard C. Hal- 
verson. Cowman. 137 pp. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Richard Allen Bodey 
Somehow we have forgotten that the 

believer is first a “babe” before a man 

and that maturity is a goal that can be 
missed. With a sensitive finger Halver- 
son.has felt the weak pulse of modern 

Christianity and has prescribed its cure. 

He answers the all-important question: 

“How?” “Christian maturity is the 

righteousness of God being worked out 

in and through human nature as that 
human nature is surrendered for the 

work to be done” (p. 60). 

The book is profitable for minister, 
layman, and non-Christian alike. Its 
style is direct, its language non-techni- 
cal. Here are helpful insights based up- 
on sound principles of biblical psy- 
chology. Occasionally, however, one 
feels that the author has minimized the 
creeds too much, without which Chris- 
tianity would become a nebulous psy- 
chological experience. He also is guilty 
of unpardonable oversight when in 
stressing the means of grace he com- 
pletely omits the sacraments. One wish- 
es further that, as in the case of many 
others, the book was more reasonably 
priced. 

The Day of Salvation, by Oswald J. 
Smith. Peoples. 127 pp. $2.00. 

Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 

Sermons on prayer, salvation, giving, 
healing, prophecy, Scripture, loneliness, 
worry, heaven, missionary expansion, 
and the Person of Christ—all with a con- 
nection to the title of the book. The 
sermons are well illustrated and worthy 
to give to the unsaved and saved alike. 
The language is simple and lucid. We 
commend its use. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 


its own hands short of circumstances 
amounting to unfitness of the custo- 
dian,” he said. He based his ruling on 
a provision in the state constitution 
which says, “No person shall by law be 
compelled to join or support, nor to be 
classed with or associated to, any congre- 
gation, church or religious association.” 


MORE FREEDOM IN HUNGARY? 


Lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass of Hun- 
gary said in Liselund, Denmark, that 
his Church “has been given more liberty 
and the clergy can preach in freedom.” 

He spoke at a conference attended by 
representatives of Protestant churches 
from Western Europe and countries be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. 

The meeting was called to promote 
closer relations between the churches. 
But leading West European churches 
failed to send delegates, reportedly be- 
cause they suspected the conference had 
a political tinge. 

Dr. Ordass said the Hungarian Luth- 
eran Church also is free to carry on 
Sunday school work and arrangements 
are being made for the broadcasting of 
Lutheran religious programs. 


GHANA, TIGARI, AND JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 


On March 6, on the steaming coasts 
of Africa, the nation of Ghana was born. 
It was formed from the former British 
Gold Coast. The natives are streaming 
from the forests to the polls “by horse, 
bicycle and even raft.” But already the 
country is in the throes of religio-poli- 
tical controversy. 

Many Ghanaians have been converted 
by Jehovah’s Witnesses. According to 
Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah, their 
leaders urge them not to vote or take 
advantage of newly-won democratic 
rights. “Their attitude of isolation,” 
says the Ghana Evening News, “would 
provoke even the angels.” Nkrumah was 
so provoked that he said their activities 
“would not be tolerated.” 

Meanwhile, the right to visit prisons, 
formerly reserved by law to Anglican 
clergymen, was extended by Parliament 
“to all recognized sects.” Asked if this 
would include Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
“Tigari priests,” the Interior Minister 
answered “yes” as to the former, but as 
to the latter that: “Tigari is not a re- 
ligion, much less a recognized religion. 
A cult is not the same as a religion.” 

A member said that Nkrumah had 
“threatened to get rid of Jehovah's 
Witnesses.” This is as doubtful as the 
Minister’s distinction between “recog- 
nized and unrecognized” religions. Bap- 
tized a Roman Catholic, Nkrumah calls 
himself a “non-denominational Chris- 
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tian.” He was a top student at Presby- 
terian Lincoln University here, received 
a degree in theology and later an hon- 
orary doctorate of laws. He has promised 
a statement by his government and it 
will be interesting to observe how he 
reconciles national aspirations with in- 
dividual rights. 


ANGLICANS COMBAT ISLAM IN AFRICA 


An educational program to combat 
“the menace of Islam to Christian af- 
fairs in Africa” was unanimously adopt- 
ed by delegates to the annual synod at 
Lagos, Nigeria, of the Lagos Anglican 
Diocese. 

The program provides for greater em- 
phasis on teaching the Bible, inviting 
Christian experts to give instruction on 
Islam, holding outdoor weekly meetings 
in every parish on the “weakness of Is- 
lam” and for the printing and wide cir- 
culation of gospel tracts. 

Charging Islam with “unwarranted in- 
trusion,” the resolution said that by in- 
corporating certain Christian observ- 
ances such as harvest festivals it was 
making serious inroads among church 
members. 

The Sudan Interior Mission, largest 
Christian agency working in Moslem 
areas of Nigeria, reported it had stepped 
up its own program of reaching Mos- 
lems with the gospel. The report said 
the June-July issue of the mission’s 
Hausa publications, Labarin Ekklesiya 
(News of the Church) was published 
with a new format and under a new 
name, Kakaki (Trumpet), to appeal to 
non-Christian readers. 


ABOUT PEOPLE 


Pastor Martin Niemoeller of Germany 
left late in June to conduct evangelistic 
meetings in Great Britain . . . Rep. 
Brooks Hays, Arkansas Democratic Con- 
gressman, was elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention . . . Billy 
Graham was elected a member of that 
denomination’s Foreign Missions Board 

. The Rt. Rev. Howard D. Higgins 
of New York City was elected presiding 
bishop of Reformed Episcopal Church 

. Wheaton College bestowed honorary 
doctorates of divinity on the Rev. Har- 
old Fickett of Boston’s Tremont Temple 
Baptist Church and the Rev. Richard 
Seume of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Va., and a doctorate of laws 
on the Rev. Kenneth Strachan, General 
Director of the Latin America Mission, 
San Jose, Costa Rica . . . Miss Eunice 
Fischer, Christian education specialist, 
has rejoined the staff of Scripture Press 
as Children’s Editor . . . Evon Hedley 
of Toronto has been appointed Execu- 
tive Director of Youth for Christ In- 
ternational, Wheaton, III. 


FORMULAS 
(Continued from page 9) 

Take the Cross into Thy Bosom 

For several years I had not only been 
troubled myself by various personal 
relations but also -had observed that 
enormous quantities of time and spirit- 
ual energy of others of the Lord’s serv- 
ants were lost to the Lord’s work in 
the process of just living with one an- 
other and getting along with one an- 
other. 

One day I was reading in a Christian 
magazine about Dr. Tom Lambie’s ex- 
perience on the mission field. I am not 
sure that I can give accurately the de- 
tails, but as I remember it, there had 
been one of those painful experiences 
of the Lord’s workers not seeing eye to 
eye, and Dr. Lambie had been asked to 
give up his post as field director. It was 
one of those cases of a difference of 
opinion, and Dr. Lambie knew that if 
he pressed the issue, he could get many 
on “his side.” 

When he arrived in Canada he told 
the whole story to a sainted and wise 
friend. When all was told, the friend 
said, “Tom, take the cross into thy 
bosom.” 

As I read those simple words, it was 
as though they had turned to gold on 
the page, and I felt they were the infal- 
lible answer to all the so-called “per- 
sonnel problems” both at home and on 
the mission field. There could be no 
bitterness or resentment—nothing but 
sweetness—with the cross—His cross—in 
our hearts. The waters of Marah He 
will sweeten for us, but only as we take 
the cross into our bosom. END 


CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE 
AVAILABLE 
If you are interested in purchasing a 
Christian bookstore, write for full in- 
formation to Box CB, Ererniry, 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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IS YOUR SINGING BIBLICAL? 
(Continued from page 13) 


The impartation of truth through 
music is not new. If we analyze the bet- 
ter hymnals, we will find that they are 
arranged according to classifications of 
Christian truth. John and Charles Wes- 
ley arranged the first edition of their 
hymns in 1780 in such a way as to make 
it a manual of Christian doctrine. This 
practice is by no means out of date, for 
the major denominational hymnals are 
still so edited. 

However, in teaching through a hymn, 
it is important that we teach God's 
truth. If a certain hymn is not doctrin- 
ally correct, we should make a mental 
note of it, and if the occasion presents 
itself, point out its error. Straining out 
a gnat? Not at all; for in the teaching of 
any subject, truth is central. For exam- 
ple, the last stanza of the famous hymn, 
“Arise, My Soul Arise,” contains the 
words, “My God is reconciled.” Do you 
really mean that when you sing it, or 
do you believe that God has reconciled? 
It is important, then, how you sing it. 
Does it reflect your real belief? If not, 
then you are singing an untruth. 

The last New Testament usage is 
that of “admonishing.” The word “‘ad- 
monish” is used negatively, meaning to 
warn; and positively, to exhort. Here it 
probably has the emphasis of exhorta- 
tion though exhorting is many times 
connected with warning. Vine in his 
commentary The Epistles of Paul the 
Apostle to the Thessalonians says in a 
footnote, “The diflerence between ‘ad- 
monish’ and ‘teach’ seems to be that, 
whereas the former has mainly: in view 
the things that are wrong and call for 
warning, the latter has to do chiefly with 
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the impartation of positive truth. . .’ 
Such would be the case in the Pauline 
hymn of Ephesians 5:14: 


Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall 
shine upon thee (ASV). 

or in that of II Timothy 2:11-13: 


For if we died with him, we shall 

also reign with him: 

if we endure, we shall also reign 

with him: 

if we shall deny him, he will deny 

us: 

if we are faithless, he abideth faith- 

ful; for he cannot deny himself 

(ASV). 

Finally, we would make certain ob- 
servations with regard to our music in 
the church today. First, Scripture never 
indicates that songs are to be directed 
to unsaved people; the admonition is, 
“speaking to yourselves,” and “teaching 
and admonishing one another.” It is the 
joy of our salvation which is to attract 
those who have not the salvation of 
which we sing. Am I, therefore, against 
invitation songs? As such, yes; but when 
we sing one like “Jesus Paid It All,” we 
follow the scriptural word concerning 
our singing together; but singing to the 
unsaved to “come home” is not a scrip- 
tural expression. 

Second, our songs are to express our 
own experiences with the Lord; they are 
to teach about Him, His person, His 
work, and are to be set in the frame- 
work of spirituality. There is no place 
in Scripture for “gospel jazz” or “gospel 
boogie,” but there is always a place for 
singing that expresses the “word of 
Christ.” 

Yes, music is the prince of the arts. 
Let us not banish it from the palace of 
holiness to the parlor of the emotionally 
governed flesh. Tapping the foot can 
never be a substitute for true thanks- 
giving to God for Christ. Sentimentality 
will never replace spirituality in God's 
desire toward us who know Him. May 
we echo the words of Paul in making 
sense of our singing, “I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will sing with the under- 
standing also” (I Cor. 14:15b). ENpD 





THOU MUST SAVE 
(Continued from page 22) 
nourishment. He has a soul, which is 
made for God and cannot be satisfied 
with anything this world may give him. 
Christ declared that a “man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of goods 
which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Our 
Lord knew that if all men put first 
thines first and sought “first the king- 
dom of God” that all material needs 
would be met. If men put the will of 
God first, then selfishness, which is the 
root cause of so much poverty, hunger, 
rebellion, crime, and misery, would re- 


ceive its death blow. Because Christ 
knew that men loved self rather than 
God and darkness rather than light, He 
made no promise of a heaven upon 
earth. He did not promise wealth, com- 
fort, ease, social amenities to His fol- 
lowers. Christ promised nothing in this 
life except the privilege of bearing the 
cross. He warned them that because of 
man’s selfishness and sin they would be 
hated, beaten, imprisoned, scourged and 
some would even be put to death. He 
painted a very dark picture for the fu- 
ture. Instead of the golden Jewish age 
of their dreams, they would see Jeru- 
salem laid in ruins, a scene of desola- 
tion and chaos. Any new Jerusalem that 
men attempt to build today can only 
end in failure unless it is built upon the 
moral and spiritual principles of the 
Word. “Except that the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build 
it” (Psalm 127:1). 

Important then though this business 
is if of a living wage, of comfortable 
homes, of more leisure, there is some- 
thing of more vital importance that we 
are in danger of forgetting. Christ 
taught that the essential thing was the 
rebirth of the soul. Real progress began 
not with the outward but with the 1- 
ward. Only when the soul was regener- 
ated within would there be lasting and 
effective changes without. Man’s reme- 
dies are only palliatives at best. He 
never gets to the root causes of the 
world’s evils, and because he always 
takes the line of least resistance, he ret- 
rogresses rather than progresses. The 
heart, which is “desperately wicked,” is 
the cause of all the evil that frustrates 
man in his high purposes and noble as- 
pirations. Because men are all-too-con- 
scious of personal moral weaknesses that 
they fail to overcome, they turn their 
attention to the improvement of out- 
ward material conditions. They are 
aware that “the soul of all improvement 
is in the soul of man,” but they find it 
too big a problem and turn from it, 
only to be faced with defeat and frustra- 
tion because they shirk the all-important 
thing. Plato said of well-meaning peo- 
ple in a Greek city: “They have filled 
the city with docks and arsenals; they 
have not tried to put temperance and 
righteousness into the people’s souls.” A 
new order, like every other order which 
emerges from unregenerate human  na- 
ture, can but contain the seeds of its 
own degeneracy, decay, and death. 

Many see so clearly what man must 
do if a new order is to be ushered in, 
but they are strangers to the redeeming 
love and grace of Christ and the regen- 
erating power of the Holy Spirit, with- 
out which all their talk and progress is 
vain. Paul saw what he ought to do, but 
he had lacked the power to do it. ““The 
good that I would I do not; but the evil 
which I would not, that I do” (Rom. 
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7:15). In Christ he discovered the secret 
of victory. The sovereign remedy | by 
which hundreds of millions of toilers 
will be able to regain “the simple joys 
and hopes which make life worth liv- 
ing” according to Sir Winston Churchill, 
depends on a simple process. “All that 
is needed is the resolve of millions of 
men and wemen to do right instead of 
wrong.” Furiher “the people have only 
to will it and all will achieve their 
heart's desire.” It sounds so simple, but 
where is the will power, the moral en- 
ergy to effect this change coming from? 
That is the question men shirk because 
they are too proud of heart to admit it. 
There are times when the honest politi- 
cian must realize that the situation is 
beyond man’s power to put right. Since 
man cannot conquer his own habits of 
self-indulgence, how can he put the 
world right? 

There is in man something evil, a 
fact which a popular British philoso- 
pher, the late Professor Joad, frankly 
admitted. In explaining why he re- 
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history has convinced me of what I 
should always have known that, as 
Christianity has taught, the heart of 
man is and always has been desperately 
wicked and, as far as I can see, is likely 
to remain so in spite of any improve- 
ments introduced by Acts of Parlia- 
ment.” Christianity has taken this into 
consideration and has also declared 
there is a remedy. It is “wholly other”; 
that is, something entirely different 
from any other remedy. Christ by His 
death on Calvary has made possible 
man’s forgiveness and enables him to be 
one with God. Moreover, when man is 
pardoned, reconciled to God, the Holy 
Spirit regenerates the soul, giving to 
man a new heart, new desires, aspira- 
tions, and motives. He becomes, in the 
words of Paul, “a new creature” and be- 
gins a new order of existence. Regener- 
ation means a new and wholly changed 
way of life. It is not merely a develop- 
ment or further evolution of the old 
life of the flesh. It is an entirely new 
life, lived under the guidance, inspira- 
tion, and power of the Holy Spirit. It 
is a life turned right round and facing 
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_ in the opposite direction, For the con- 


vert the very terms of life are turned 
upside down. 

Life is only good when it is born 
again. “If any man be in Christ,” says 
Paul, “he is a new creature” (II Cor. 
5:17). Christ takes human physical na- 
ture and redeems, renews, and uses it 
for God’s glory. The new life means 
death to the old, death to the life of 
self-love, self-will, and self-seeking. It 
means dying unto self and sin and liv- 
ing unto God and righteousness. Then, 
and not till then, does any man make 
real progress; only then can he aid the 
coming of God’s kingdom of righteous- 
ness, love, joy, and peace. It is in the 
recognition that we can of ourselves do 
nothing, that we are utterly dependent 
on Christ, that we must be born anew 
from above, that our only hope of salva- 
tion lies. Till we come in our helpless- 
ness and need and trust entirely in Christ 
to forgive us and to renew us, we will 
only sink deeper into the mire of sin, 
becoming more selfish and self-righteous 
and making it more and more difficult 
to be saved. EnpD 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 8) 
upside down.” Today, however, the 
thought in the minds of too large a 
number is a concern for “arriving at an 
arrangement of coexistence with the 
world.” 

Why has the church in general turned 
from her prophetic message to seek co- 
existence with the world? The answer 
is in the course of history. The church 
began as a body of men willing to be 
despised by the world, even as their 
Lord had been. Emerging from the 
catacombs, the church took its road to 
the throne of the Caesars. Like the dog 
in Aesop’s fable, carrying its bone of 
spiritual power, it saw reflected in the 
water the bone of material power and 
dropped the one to grasp the other. 
God has never allowed the two to be 
held at the same time. Wherever Rome 
has become temporal master, the church 
has swiftly degenerated to a horrible 
caricature. 

The church loses her first power when 
she abandons her first hope. There must 
be a return to prophetic preaching, but 
not merely to seek a temporal order for 
the Third Seal, the Fourth ‘frump and 
the Fifth Vial. Although it has a place 
in Bible study, that kind of teaching 
can throw the whole message into seri- 
ous imbalance. Dr. Niles said, “Do we 
not see that the evangelist, proclaiming 
Jesus, is raising for his hearers the tre- 
mendous issue of their own destiny? He 
is challenging them not to coexistence 
but to pilgrimage. Preaching cannot es- 
cape this context.” 

In other words, we are not here to 
put down roots, but to pass through 
this world. Like Abraham we have no 
continuing city; we look for a city that 
has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God (Heb. 11:10). This means 
that we live our daily life with the 
thought that evening is coming, when 
we shall see our Lord and give an ac- 
count of our trusteeship. The thought 
of the return of the Lord will give aim 
to life and will enable us to return to 
our assigned task of witnessing to the 
world, even though the world is turned 
upside down. 
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BULTMANN 
(Continued from page 21) 


has a cosmic or eschatological meaning. 
It represents the new, authentic life in 
Christ. It means to be risen with Christ 
in newness of life. It is a present pos- 
session. 

The preacher is thus called upon to 
preach the Christ-event, viz., that the 
love of God revealed in the Christ-event 
opens up for man a redemption from his 
unauthentic existence (i.e., sin) unto an 
authentic existence. He preaches the 
Christ-event not as some act of God 
buried in the past (e.g., a transaction of 
sorts on the cross, or, a resurrection of a 
body) but as cosmic, eschatological, exist- 
ential realities or possibilities. The of- 
fense of the myth is gone, the scandal of 
demons and miracles is eliminated, and 
man is confronted with the true mean- 
ing of the gospel, namely, his attain- 
ment of authentic life through the 
Christ-event. 

The true scandal of the gospel re- 
mains—the transcendent God - present 
and active in history. But in that the 
action of God is hidden (otherwise it 
would be a secular datum of history), it 
is beyond proof or disproof. The gospel 
can be received and experienced only in 
existentially inspired decision. 

* * 2 

The reader may now realize why such 
a dust storm has been raised by Bult- 
mann. Here is a man who seems to deny 
what the gospel teaches, yet stoutly af- 
firms the gospel! He denounces the lib- 
erals and secular existentialists in clear- 
cut terms, and speaks of the Christ- 
event, the cross, the resurrection, the 
word of God, and the revelation of God. 
Yet he labels all such previous under- 
standings of these terms as mythical. 

The literature of demythologizing in- 
creases by the month. Periodically H. 
W. Bartsch publishes in Germany a new 
book composed of significant essays on 
the controversy. To offer our own criti- 
cisms in any detail would require an- 
other article the size of this one. How- 
ever we shall list some of the typical 
criticisms of Bultmann: 

(i) Bultmann cannot escape the prob- 
lem of myth, for even his own so-called 
demythologized statements are yet myth- 
ical in nature—and this criticism is 
based upon taking Bultmann’s defini- 
tion of a myth at face value. For ex- 
ample, he would have to take the dras- 
tic step of demythologizing God if he 
were to be consistent. (ii) There are lit- 
eral statements about the gospel which 
do not fall under Bultmann’s classifi- 
cation of mythical and which thereby 
destroy his existential version of the 
gospel. (iii) Man’s predicament is not 
unauthentic existence, but condemna- 
tion before God, and the gospel is not 
mere recovery of authentic existence, 





but (iv) is deliverance from guilt and 
sin, and unto justification and the new 
birth. (v) The resurrection is as much 
event as the cross, but if Bultmann ac- 
knowledged this it would decidedly 
wreck his system. (vi) There is no real 
revelation and no real word of God in 
Bultmann. 

In the Studenten Rundbrief (Decem- 
ber, 1955) Dr. Johannes Schneider of 
Berlin writes a strong article against 
Bultmann (‘Ist unser Glaube durch die 
Theologie bedroht?”—“Is our faith 
threatened by theology?’’). In conclud- 
ing his article Schneider summarizes his 
criticisms of Bultmann: (i) Bultmann’s 
outlook is really that of the Enlighten- 
ment, which outlook has been shattered 
by modern physics; (ii) Bultmann has 
no real comprehension of the peculiar 
and singular revelation of God in 
Christ and therefore misunderstands the 
historical events which comprise it; (iii) 
because Bultmann does not recognize 
the full New Testament teaching of 
Jesus Christ as God’s Son, the Redeem- 
er, and the Savior of the world, he can- 
not properly treat the history of the 
early Christian Church; (iv) what Bult- 
mann calls myth is the very gospel it- 
self. The incarnation, the cross, the res- 
urrection, the exaltation, the eternal 
presence, and the second coming are not 
myths but the veritable acts and accom- 
plishments of God; (v) Paul declared 
that if Christ were not risen from the 
dead then Christians are the most mis- 
erable of men; and (vi) what is first 
with God—the historical events of the 
gospel—are myths to Bultmann; and 
what is central to Bultmann is second 
with God—the experience of the be- 
liever of the cross and resurrection. 

In a concluding paragraph or two 
Dr. Schneider makes it clear that it is 
the historic Christian gospel which has 
the power to save and renew and that 
Bultmann’s gospel has no power, no 
new birth in it, no real redemptive 
force or energy. And with these judg- 
ments most of us would agree, without 
intending to depreciate the scholarship 
of Bultmann nor evading the serious- 
ness of the hermeneutical questions he 
raises. Enp 
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THE FEAR OF GOD 
(Continued from page 17) 


consulting with the devil. Of course, 
that is why men turn to spiritualism to- 
day. They cannot get through to God, 
so they turn to an evil spirit. They have 
no access to the throne of God; for 
there is no way but the cross. They do 
not know the way; they have lost the 
way because they have resisted and re- 
belled so long. So they have turned to 
familiar spirits like this, and with that 
superstition there comes a complete 
blinding of judgment and the following 
of a futile course of attempting to save 
themselves and escape from all the 
pressure of life. There is no thought of 
repentance and righteousness. All they 
can do is to substitute compromise and 
politics for a trust in God. 


To the people of Judah the problem 
was Assyria, a power raised up by the 
Lord, though they did not recognize it 
at that time, to discipline and to bring 
them to their senses, to humble them 
and break them, in order that they 
might repent before it was too late. The 
factors and circumstances may be differ- 
ent, but the principle is the same today. 
As if God the Holy Spirit would speak 
to you personally, let me ask you, do 
you know something in your life of 
the pressure of spiritual forces that are 
on you, just as Judah did? Do you 
know what it is for God, as it were, seem- 
ingly to hold you in His grip and never 
to let you go concerning some issue in 
your life? Does that seem strange lang- 
uage? I can think of many times in my 
life when it has been true—when it 
seemed somehow that He had me in a 
corner about something in my life, and 
I wanted to escape from Him, but God 
put on the pressure, and He held me, 
and He holds you, in His grip, and He 
keeps us facing the thing, and He will 
not let us go till He has dealt with it— 
the pressure of the Spirit of God. 


To somebody it may be circumstances. 
You think perhaps it is some trouble 
in life, some sorrow or bereavement, or 
pressure of some situation that may be 
upon you, something that you do not 
know quite how to face and what to do, 
or the next step to take. I want to say 
to you in the Name of the Lord that 
that is God speaking to you, hemming 
you in, taking you and holding you and 
putting you in a corner and keeping 
you there until you face this thing with 
Him. 


Behind much that is gay and glamor- 
ous, happy and light-hearted and super- 
ficial in life today, there is pressure of 
this kind under the surface that many 
people do not understand. You cannot 
cure cancer with a poultice, and you 
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cannot bring people to Jesus today with 
this easy “believe and be saved” gospel 
that does not work; for first of all there 
needs to be the probe of the great Phy- 
sician, the exposure of the man’s sin, 
the revelation of the cause of the pres- 
sure within him, and somehow that man 
has to see the fact that in his heart God 
has been speaking to him. I am absolute- 
ly sure that many people reading this, 
if they would only be honest with them- 
selves, know perfectly well that under 
the surface there is relentless pressure. 
Something, though they have not known 
it, which was a power raised up by God; 
circumstances, sorrow, trouble—some- 
thing in life has hemmed them in a cor- 
ner and they do not know which way to 
turn. They attempt this way of escape 
and that way, and they listen to the 
preacher say, “Believe in Jesus and you 
will be saved.” To attempt to bring a 
superficial believism to a generation like 
this that does not understand itself or 
the depths of its own desperate need 
is to be like a quack physician who leaves 
behind a trail of broken hearts and the 
tragedy of people who have tried his 
light-hearted superficial remedy only to 
discover that the root of the disease has 
never been exposed and the pressure of 
a holy God has never been explained. 
The result is a lot of people today are 
only half converted, and they are full of 
worldly compromise, desires, habits and 
appetites. 


Of course at first sight our own way 
out of a situation always seems to be 
best. It always seems a shortcut to free- 
dom and escape. You can think of a 
way through this situation and get 
through it this way; you can do that; 
you can make this decision and move in 
that direction. God seems to move too 
slowly for you. You want to get a move 
on! The only sure road to deliverance, 
my dear friend, is here in God’s presence 
to face this simple issue. The choice is 
always between an alliance with the 
Lord or with the arm of flesh; between 
the gentle, healing, cleansing pool, the 
fountain that is open for sin and un- 
cleanness, the blood that flowed from a 
Savior’s wounded side, His gentle love, 
or the torrent of the judgment of a 
holy God upon a man who refuses to 
repent. There is no compromise between 
those two. This is the setting of our text. 


Then there is the significance of it 
here. You notice that Isaiah’s faith never 
weakened. In verse 11, ‘““The Lord said 
unto me with a strong hand.” Is not 
that a remarkable parallel, “the Lord 
said unto me with a strong hand”? 
What does that mean? The Lord said 
unto me with a firm grip. How about 
that? The Lord spoke to me in such a 
way that I just could not escape it. The 
Lord spoke to me and He took me by 
the hand and He held me firmly. The 
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Lord spoke with a strong grip—a word 
that gripped like a hand. Perhaps you 
think it is a dangerous thing to say, but 
I often think you can judge a man’s 
character by the way he shakes hands. 
Some people’s handshake is just like a 
jellyfish! Others, after they have shaken 
hands with me, leave my hand quite 
limp. There is something about that 
strong grip and I somehow feel that it 
is often the expression of a warmth 
and intensity and power of a man’s 
character. When I was thinking and 
praying about this message, I said, “Lord, 
do speak to me with a strong hand. 
Speak with a word that grips, a word 
from which there is no escape, a word 
that I just cannot resist, a ‘word in which 
there is so much conviction that people 
cannot possibly turn from it. If I could 
read your heart, I honestly believe there 
would be lots of you saying, that is what 
we want; we are tired of proof texts; 
we are so tired of orthodox sermons, 
and we are tired of fundamental truth 
that does not seem to grip us and has no 
life in it! We long for a word from God 
that grips and heals, and because it has 
held us we can’ do nothing but obey it. 
I believe there are some people who 
will never get out of their situations and 
never through the pressure until God 
speaks with a strong hand. And what 
was the strong hand with which God 
spoke? 

Isaiah spoke it, “Say ye not, a confed- 
eracy”—in other words, no compromise, 
no worldly alliance. That is not the way 
through. No alliance with other people 
who are faced with the same pressure as 
you are and have not the answer to it— 
“No confederacy” says Isaiah. Here is 
the answer, “Sanctify the Lord of hosts 
Himself; and let Him be your fear.” 


What does that mean? To sanctify the 
Lord means to set Him apart. It means 
to give Him prominence, to put Him in 
a unique position, to glorify Him, to 
exalt Him. Indeed, in one word it 
means to enthrone Him, to let Him be 
your fear. Accept the word of the Lord 
that comes like a strong hand and pass 
through pressure from which there 
seems to be no escape. There is one sure 
escape—enthrone Jesus Christ. Let Him 
be your fear. Do you not think it is 
very suggestive that God’s messenger 
told Judah that the way to get rid of 
her fears was to invite in another one? 
The way to chase away a thousand and 
one little panics and little fears and 
crises is to ask another one to come in 
—can that be right? How can I possibly 
deal with this problem of being scared 
and panic-stricken in pressure by ask- 
ing another fear to come in? But that 
was the answer—‘“Sanctify the Lord, and 
let Him be your fear.” 

To fear God means to reverence and 
to obey Him, to make room for Him in 
every thought and action. It is far more 
than a mental contemplation of God; it 
is a deliberate surrender of my will to 
His will. “The fear of the Lord,” says 
the Word of God, “is to hate evil.” 
That is negative. “Perfecting holiness in 
the fear of the Lord’—that is positive, 
and then He uses a stronger word still 
and He says, “Let Him be your dread.” 
That is a violent word, is it not? What 
were these people dreading? They were 
dreading the advance of an Assyrian 
army, but when that army had passed 
the panic would go by; the fear and 
dread of the Lord was something more 
permanent than that. God’s messenger 
says to His people there is one thing you 
have to dread more than anything, and 
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that is not hostility to Assyria or the 
pressure you are facing. The one thing 
you have to dread is hostility to God. 
Dread that with all your soul. Indeed, 
is there anything to dread about God? 
Surely there is, for resistance to the will 
of God, refusal to take the gentle, lov- 
ing, gracious pool of healing brings upon 
me His judgment and His wrath. There 
is a verse of a hymn that we sometimes 
sing: 

“O make but trial of his love, exper- 

ience will decide, 
How blest they are, and only they, 
who in His truth confide. 

Fear Him, ye saints, and then you will 

have nothing else to fear. 
Make you His service your delight; 
your wants shall be His care.” 

The. significance of this word from 
Isaiah then was this. The answer to a 
thousand and one fears in life was the 
fear of God. The secret to the removal 
of all panic and dread of pressure and 
circumstances was humbling themselves 
under the mighty hand of God. Does that 
word speak to you with a strong hand? 
Does it grip your heart in the midst of 
pressure, as He knows, and you know, 
the only answer is to capitulate; not to 
ask, “Lord, why this and why that,” 
but to surrender? 

What does our text and verse say? “He 
shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone 
of stumbling and for a rock of offense.” 
Do you notice those two alternatives? 
Peter speaks about them in his first 
letter in the second chapter, verse 7, 
“Unto you therefore which believe He 
is precious: but unto them which be 
disobedient, the stone which the build- 
ers disallowed, the same is made the 
head of the corner, and a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense, even 
to them which stumble at the word.” 
Some of you have had no escape from 
pressure, from circumstances—no deliver- 
ance at all because there has only been 
preached to you an easy believism kind 
of salvation, and Peter says, “Unto you 
which believe He is precious, but unto 
you which disobey, the stone which the 


builders disallowed becomes the rock of 
offense and the stone of stumbling.” In 
other words, if you believe, that means 
you obey, and He becomes precious—a 
sanctuary to you indeed. But if you 
disobey God, then He becomes a rock 
of offense and the whole issue centers 
there—right at Calvary. If you believe 
in God’s offer of salvation, from that 
moment you demonstrate that you be- 
lieve because you walk in obedience. 
But no matter how much you may say 
you believe, if you take a cheap, easy 
way out and go on disobeying, He be- 
comes a rock of offense and a stone of 
stumbling. Get this clear in your mind 
and heart forevermore. The cross of 
Jesus Christ is no saivation for any- 
body except on the basis of faith plus 
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. obedience. Not that we obey Him in or- 
der to be saved, but because we are 
saved and His indwelling life impels us. 
There is no sanctuary in the blood of 
Christ except on the basis of faith and 
repentance, and if you think you can 
choose an easy escape and say you be- 
lieve and go on sinning, then you are 
not saved ut all. A sanctuary, a place of 
refuge, a place of sheltcr in the time of 
storm—yes, for the man who trusts and 
obeys, but for the man who says, “I 
believe but I disobey,” a stone of stum- 
bling and a rock of offense. 

So you see there is no deliverance from 
fear except through fear, and the choice 
is between these fears of yesterday, to- 
day, tomorrow, fears of circumstances 
and of the future—a thousand and one 
fears—and the fear of the Lord, godly 
fear. Like Nehemiah who, when faced 
with the possibility of doing something 
that was customary but was not right, 
said, “So did not I because of the fear 
of the Lord.” Yes, I can believe my 
Bible from beginning to end and take 
an easy way out, only to find it will not 
keep me from sin or from judgment. 

A well-educated Jew, once a formid- 
able opponent of Christianity, became 
a believer on the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
lived in the city of Tunis in North 
Africa. On Christmas morning 1912 he 
was baptized a believer, with his wife 
and four children. The minister who 
baptized him asked him whether he had 
carefully considered the certainty of op- 
position when others knew about his 
conversion and the step he had taken. 
“Have you counted the cost?” the min- 
ister said, and the answer of that edu- 
cated Jew was this, “I have learned to 
dread what would happen to me in eter- 
nity if I had not received Christ; there- 
fore I need never fear what may hap- 
pen to me on earth.” The fear of God 
had banished all earthly fears. 

Is Jesus Christ to you a sanctuary or 
is He a stone of stumbling? Are you 
taking the pool of cleansing, God’s gen- 
tle, loving way, or do you refuse to give 
in to the pressure, and in your life 
there is coming upon you the torrent of 
judgment? The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. May God bring 
you to a holy godly reverent fear of 
Himself, which will make Him to you 
a precious sanctuary all through the 
days till you see Him face to face. 

“Hidden in the hollow of His blessed 

hand, 
Never foe can follow, never traitor 
stand. 


Not a surge of worry, not a shade of 


care; 


Not a blast of hurry, touch the | 


Spirit there. 


Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are 


fully blest, 


Finding as He promised, perfect | 


peace and rest.” END 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 19) 


OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT (11:2) 


After introducing to us the Spirit who 
shall be upon the Messiah as the Spirit 
of the Lord, God presents us with three 
sets of two qualities each, which cover 
different spheres. To rule the world 
three qualities are necessary, and the 
Lord has them all. Wisdom and under- 
standing cover the intellectual sphere. 
From omniscience nothing can be hid- 
den. Thus all the factors for govern- 
ment are present. But how shall these 
factors be made effective? The second 
quality is administration, and the Lord 
has counsel and might for this. There is 
not only know-how, but follow-through. 
But all of this is for nought if spiritual 
qualities are not present, and these are 
seen in the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord. To know the Lord is to take all 
intellect and all administration and 
manifest them fully in righteousness 
and holiness. 


Lord, we thank Thee for 
Christ’s completeness. 


THE FEAR OF THE LORD (11:3) 


The subordination of the Son to the 
Father is a doctrine that is everywhere 
taught in Scripture. This prophecy of 
Christ states that “his delight shall be 
in the fear of the Lord” (ASV and 
RSV), or, “the reverence of Jehovah 
shall be fragrance to him.” The He- 
brew word has to do with the sense of 
smell. It is used for the speed of the 
burning of a thread when it “smells” 
the fire (Jud. 16:9), and for perfume 
forbidden by God (Ex. 30:38). The 
Holy Spirit is such a part of the life 
of the Son of God that Jesus is present- 
ed to us as sniffing with desire to find 
the will of the Father and do it. In the 
Psalms He says, “I delight to do thy 
will, O my God” (Ps. 40:8). No wonder 
the Father says of Him, ‘‘My chosen, in 
whom my soul delights” (Isa. 42:1)! 
And, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). 

Lord, keep us on the scent of Thy will. 
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HE SHALL NOT JUDGE BY WHAT HIS EYES SEE 
(11:3) 


Though the Lord Jesus Christ had a 
perfect humanity, His exercise of judg- 
ment was in no wise along the lines of 
human conclusions. How often man 
shows his ignorance and stupidity by 
making God less than man. We hear it 
said, “God wouldn’t be just if He did 
this or that.” This is the same as saying, 
“I can draw correct conclusions from 
the circumstances as I see them. My 
standard is so high that I can criticize Al- 
mighty God and decide for Him what is 
right or wrong.” This is utmost folly, 
and such an attitude will be brought 
into severe judgment in God’s own 
time. What man is able to see and hear 
is not the criterion of judgment by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Lord, may we ever bow 
before Thy judgment. 


WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL HE JUDGE THE 
POOR (11:4) 

In very few countries and in very 
brief moments of history have the poor 
ever received fair play. In scores of 
verses in the Bible, God says that He is 
watching over the poor and will judge 
those who have oppressed them. The 
cry of Chinese coolies and of millions 
of ‘toilers in bondage to the money- 
lenders of India; the horror of refugees 
in Arab lands; the weeping of millions 
slain by the Communists; all cry into 
the ears of the Lord of Hosts. Let us 
not think that we shall escape by meas- 
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uring the tears of Asia or the rest of 
the world. The mistreatment of minori- 
ties in our own land is fully registered 
in the books of God, and every in- 
justice, down to the smallest snub, shall 
be brought to light. 


Lord, search and cleanse us and 
give us love. 


HE SHALL DECIDE WITH EQUITY FOR THE 
MEEK OF THE EARTH (11:4) 


This verse should give pause to a na- 
tion that follows its go-getters. The 
lords of Hollywood and television and 
the advertising world have sold us a 
standard unworthy of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. But God is not interested in 
those who seek their own interests. The 
essence of the gospel is that it trans- 
forms lives and reverses the flow of the 
river of interest. Instead of seeking 
everything for self, the believer in 
Christ becomes a fountain from whose 
innermost being flow rivers of living 
water (John 7:38). And these rivers flow 
toward the poor and the needy. The 
greater the flow, the more we will real- 
ize that the source of our flow is the 
indwelling Christ and that He must 
flow out through us, making us meek 
that we may flow to the needy. 

Lord, give us Thy meekness. 


HE SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE ROD 
OF HIS MOUTH (11:4) 


The first time in the Bible that the 
Hebrew word for rod is used it is trans- 
lated scepter in the great prophecy, 
“The scepter shall not depart from 
Judah until Shiloh come” (Gen. 49:10); 
or, as the RSV puts it, “until he comes 
to whom it belongs.” The scepter is the 
symbol of government, and here Christ’s 
power is seen to be not in an orna- 
mental staff but in the supernatural 
power of His spoken Word. He who is 
the Word will, at His return, govern by 
His Word. Luther has expressed this 
beautifully in his hymn, “One little 
word shall fell him.” How can evil 
stand against God when He finally 
speaks? Christ is God’s final Word, and 
He has not yet uttered it. Evil still 
floods the earth, and God could end it 
today if He wished. In His inscrutable 
wisdom He waits, but He will come and 
speak the final Word (Hab. 2:3). 

Lord, hasten Thy Word to 
‘orm it (Jer. 1:12). 
THE BREATH OF HIS LIPS (11:4) 

The Hebrew word ruach is used four 
times in the second verse, six times in 
the entire chapter. In verse 2 it is trans- 
lated Spirit; here translated breath, and 
in the fifteenth verse, scorching wind 
(RSV). The same Spirit that brooded 
on the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2), 
the wind that dried up the waters of 
the flood (Gen. 8:1), the east wind that 
blew the locusts upon Egypt in the 
plague and the west wind that blew 
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them away (Ex. 10:13, 19), the wind 
that drives the chaff away (Ps. 1:1), the 
Spirit that no one can escape (Ps. 139: 
7), this breath is on the lips of the Mes- 
siah at His coming. This breath means 
life for His own and death for those 
who oppose Him. How can little men 
be so stupid as to think that they can 
stand against the blast of His judgment 
wind? 

Lord, breathe life upon us. 


HE SHALL SLAY THE WICKED ONE (11:4) 


The Hebrew (rasha’) is in the singu- 
lar, not plural, and refers not to wicked 
men in general but to the lawless one, 
the Antichrist who will rise as the cli- 
max of all evil. God distinguishes 
sharply between the many antichrists 
and the Antichrist (I John 2:18). This 
verse refers to him of whom the New 
Testament speaks: “Then the lawless 
one will be revealed, and the Lord Je- 
sus will slap him with the breath of his 
mouth and destroy him by his appear- 
ing and his coming” (II Thess. 2:8). It 
should be noted that the Thessalonian 
passage is a direct quotation of our 
Isaiah text. Some commentators wish to 
see all Old Testament prophecies fulfill- 
ed in the first coming, but the Holy 
Spirit takes this double prophecy be- 
fore (Isaiah) and after (Paul) the death 
of Christ and projects it into the future. 


Lord, give us ever fresh longing 
for Thy return. 


RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE THE GIRDLE OF HIS 
LOINS (11:5) 

William Kelly has a remarkable page 
on this passage. “To look and contend 
for a fulfillment of this [entire] prophecy 
in Hezekiah or Josiah would be idle, 
and only shows the straits to which the 
rationalistic enemies of revelation are 
reduced. No king, let him be ever so 
pious or glorious, that followed Ahaz, 
no, nor David nor Solomon in the past, 
even approached the terms of the pre- 
diction either personally or in the cir- 
cumstances of their reign. Did the 
‘Spirit of Jehovah’ rest upon the better 
of the two when he said, ‘I shall now 
perish by the hand of Saul: there is 
nothing better for me than that I should 
speedily escape into the land of the 
Philistines’? Was it the ‘Spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding’ when he feign- 
ed himself mad, scrabbled upon the 
doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall 
down upon his beard’?” 


Lord, we thank Thee for 
the superiority of Christ. 


RIGHTEOUSNESS . . . FAITHFULNESS . . .(11:5) 


“Was it the ‘Spirit of counsel and 
might’ when David amused his credu- 
lous host of Gath with his fictitious raz- 
zias against the south of Judah, when in 
truth he was invading the Amalekites 
without leaving a human being to tell 


the tale? Was it the ‘Spirit of knowl- 
edge’ that dealt with Absalom? Was the 
numbering of Israel done in the ’fear 
of Jehovah’? Was the matter of Uriah 
a proof that ‘righteousness was the 
girdle of his loins,’ or ‘faithfulness of 
his reins’? When was the earth smitten 
with the rod of any king’s mouth? or 
whose lips ever breathed the destruc- 
tion of the wicked? And who has seen 
that wondrous change passing over the 
fierce beasts and the most timid! and 
man’s lordship owned at length by all, 
subject and harmonious, even in the 
person of a babe?” These truths can be 
twisted and misinterpreted, but they 
cannot be confounded. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy clarity. 


THE WOLF ALSO SHALL DWELL WITH THE 
LAMB (11:6) 

Some Bible students have attempted 
to interpret this verse figuratively and 
so have fallen into arrant nonsense. 
Others think it means that evil men be- 
come good by the transformation. But 
this does not teach that bad men be- 
come good and so able to dwell with 
other good men. We must see the se- 
quence of the whole chapter: the Mes- 
siah comes, endowed with all the gifts 
of the Spirit; He establishes righteous- 
ness; He puts down the Antichrist; He 
transforms the whole creation into a 
perfect earth. “The creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay 
and obtain the glorious liberty of the 
children of God” (Rom. 8:21). The 
animals will be changed. God will lift 
the curse that came upon creation be- 
cause of the sin of man. The carnivor- 
ous instincts of predators will be re- 
moved, and the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb. 

Lord, come to Thy groaning creation. 


THE LEOPARD SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE 
KID (11:6) 

It is terrible to contemplate the fact 
that the animals are in their present 
condition because of man. Beasts of 
prey did no wrong that instilled the in- 
stinct to bite and devour. They are 
what they are by an act of God, in or- 
der to show man what he is in himself. 
The creation has always been a mirror 
of God’s responsible creatures. When 
Lucifer was still the Day Star, son of 
Dawn, the creation was a gentle, perfect 
thing. When he sinned, the earth be- 
came waste and desolate, and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep (Gen. 1: 
2; Jer. 4:23-26). In six days the creation 
was reformed, refashioned (Isa. 45:18 
RSV), and God saw that it was good. 
When man sinned, God pronounced a 
curse upon the ground for man’s sake 
(Gen. 3:17). Today thorns and thistles, 
wolves, leopards, and lions are the mir- 
rors of our hearts. But when He comes 
we shall be like Him and the earth will 
mirror that change. 
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Lord, we have no words for 
our desire for Thy return. 


THE CALF, THE LION AND THE FATLING TO- 
GETHER (11:6) 


What an incongruous trio! Certainly 
there is no such picture anywhere on 
earth today. There is no honest way to 
apply this passage but to the future. To- 
day we groan, earnestly awaiting the re- 
demption of our bodies which will 
bring, at the same time, the redemption 
of the creation. Alexander Maclaren 
calls this “the fair vision of paradise 
regained, which celebrates the universal 
restoration of peace between man and 
the animals. The picture is not to be 
taken as a mere allegory, as if ‘lions’ 
and ‘wolves’ and ‘snakes’ meant bad 
men; but it falls into line with other 
hints of Scripture, which trace the hos- 
tility between man and the _ lower 
creatures to sin, and shadows a future 
when ‘the beasts of the field shall be at 
peace with thee.’ The psalm which sings 
of man’s dominion over the creatures is 
to be one day fulfilled. . . . The present 
order of things is transient.” 


Lord, change this present order 
to Thy future. 


A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM (11:6) 


India’s foremost agricultural mission- 
ary told me that the curse of India lies 
in the fact that the cattle have domin- 
ion over man instead of the order that 
God established when He said, “Have 
dominion over the cattle” (Gen. 1:26). 
All evil comes from reversing the will 
of God. But when the Lord Jesus comes 
back again He will right all wrongs, put 
down all evil and restore the order of 
righteousness. Then the animals will 
lose their appetite for blood; then they 
will be submissive to man as God or- 
iginally intended them to be. Then 
even a little child will exercise the pow- 
er which God gave to man. The har- 
mony of Eden where our first father 
Adam was monarch will be restored by 
the coming of the second man, the Lord 
from Heaven. 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX 
(11:7) 


“It is the world or habitable earth to 
come whereof we speak (Heb. 2)—not 
Heaven; but earth, and especially the 
land of Israel under Him whose right 
it is. What ground is there to doubt its 
plain and punctual accomplishment? 
Who has ever heard of any serious ob- 
jection, save for Sadducean minds 
which know neither the Scriptures nor 
the power of God? Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible that God 
should, in honor of the reign of Jesus, 
change ‘not the face only but the habits 
and bent of all animated nature, deliv- 
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ering the creation from the bondage of 
corruption under which it now groans? 
When the days come, as Jehovah de- 
clares they surely must, that the plow- 
man shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that sows seed, it 
is not only the earth. that shall answer 
suitably to His beneficent power, but 
the animal kingdom also.” 

Lord, even the animals need Thy coming. 


THE WEANED CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON 
THE ADDER’S DEN (11:8) 

In our western world a small hole at 
the baseboard of a room has been made 
famous by Walt Disney as the home of 
a mouse. In much of the rest of the 
world, such a hole would be the home 
of a deadly serpent. No child of the 
tropical world may play near such 
holes. Death is very close in the hot, 
dry lands of the scorpions or the moist 
lands of other poisonous creatures. But 
the Lord will remove the deadly venom 
from such animals. Since this cannot 
take place until the sons of God are 
manifested (Rom. 8:19), this prophecy 
for the animals is a release, such as 
that which speaks of “the glory that 
shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). 
This, then, is part of the Lord’s prepa- 
ration for the day when He comes for 
His bride. 

Lord, with awe we acknowledge Thy love. 


THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL 
MY HOLY MOUNTAIN (11:9) 

Throughout the sphere of the gov- 
ernment of the Messiah upon earth 
there will be no destruction. Just as we 
have seen (2:4) that there will be no 
more war among men, so there will be 
no hurt among animals or in any par‘ 
of the creation. The holy mountain : 
God is, first, Jerusalem, then all the 
land of Israel, but here it is the wrene 
earth. The government of God ali en- 
compass the earth. “His kingdom spread 
from shore to shore, Till moons shall 
wax and wane no more.” Imperfect 
man will live on a perfect earth and 
what he is in his heart will soon be 
manifest. This is why t'e Lord must 
rule with a rod of iro, even though 
Satan and his forces wi'' !« bound. the 
earth transformed in its vegetation, and 
the animals transformed in their nature. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 

dost deliver us from ourselves. 
THE EARTH SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD (11:9) 

This does not mean that all men will 
be followers of Christ. The whole of 
Scripture pictures our race kept in 
check by force, vet with tuli knowledge 
of the Lord. There will not be an 
atheist in the world; there will not be 
an agnostic or a skeptic. Christ will be 
visible, and all his church with Him. 
There will not be one teacher of mater- 
ialism or of humanism. The philoso- 


phers will know that the Bible has been 
completely inspired. All the facts of 
Christ and redemption will be mental- 
ly accepted on the same level as the 
simplest facts of mental arithmetic. 
There will be no temple of Buddhism, 
no Mohammedan mosque, no Roman 
mass, no denier of the Virgin Birth or 
the resurrection of our Lord. While 
some will come to fullness of faith, 
multitudes will have heads filled with 
truth, like Judas, but will have hearts 
like his also. 

Lord, we thank Thee for faith now. 


A ROOT SHALL STAND AS AN ENSIGN TO THE 
PEOPLES (11:10) 

How different in that future day! In 
our day “there is none that seeks after 
God” (Rom. 3:11). But in that day the 
established Messiah will be like a flag 
around which the nations shall rally. 
His dwelling place shall be glorious. 
The commentators have been divided as 
to whether the nations will rally to 
bring tribute or to seek religious guid- 
ance and instruction. That multitudes 
will call upon Him is certain. That the 
land controlled by Israel will have no 
unbelievers is also certain. That there 
will be multitudes in the other parts of 
the world who will hate every thought 
of Him is equally true. Jesse’s root, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will be the gleaming 
banner (Ps. 60:4) that will be the pole 
(Num. 21:8) around which all that is 
righteous will gather, and He will judge 
all that is evil. 

Lord, lift Thy banner. 


THE LORD WILL SET HIS HAND A SECOND 


TIME (11:11) 

The attempt to see this fulfilled in the 
return from the captivity is like calling 
the ocean a quart of salt water. This vast 
prophecy, as wide as all the oceans of 
the world, cannot refer to anything less 
than the fulfillment of all prophecy at 
the time of the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the New Testa- 
ment this is spelled out plainly for all 
to see: “He has appeared once fr all 
at the end of the age [of law] to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. . . . 
So Christ, having been offered ome to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a 
second time, not tc deal with sin but 
to save those who are eagerly waiting for 
him” (Heb. 9:26, 28). At His first com- 
ing fie provided by His death the means 
to save the individual. At His secon | 
coming He will provide the power by 
which He will redeem society. 

Lord, bring near Thy great salvation. 


TO RECOVER THE REMNANT (11:11) 


The return of the Lord’s people to 
the land He confirmed to Abraham by 
an oath that was a symbol of the death 
of Christ (Gen. 15:9 ff.) is the fact that 
has perhaps the greatest number of sup- 
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porting verses in the Bible. It is per- 
‘haps the truth that Satan hates most. 
From this hatred flows all antisemitism. 
That this has nothing to do with the 
Church is proved in the New Testament, 
which teaches that God is at present 
taking out a Gentile people for His 
name, and that when the church is com- 
pleted, “After this I will return, and 
will rebuild the dwelling of David which 
has fallen so that the remnant of [Jew- 
ish] men may seek the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles” (Acts 15:16, 17). He will 
bring them from nearby lands, from the 
coastlands of the sea and from the four 
corners of the earth. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thy faithful- 
ness to rebellious Israel. 


THE OUTCASTS OF ISRAEL . . . THE DISPERSED 
OF JUDAH (11:12) 


The ensign set up for the nations here 
is a signal to the Gentile nations to 
yield up the exiles of God’s people. The 
outcasts (masc.) and the dispersed (fem.) 
refer to all of the children of all of the 
tribes. In all history this has never been 
fulfilled. In the second half of the 
twentieth century we have seen the re- 
establishment of Israel as a nation, but 
this cannot be said to be the fulfillment 





of these prophecies. They are for that 
future day when Messiah returns. I am 
sure that people living then will read 
these verses and find them as detailed 
as an account in the morning newspaper. 
The direction of Israel’s conquest, the 
nature of her enemies’ submission—all 

are written plainly for that day. 
Lord, we thank Thee for Thine advance 
knowledge of history. 


EDOM ... MOAB... AMMON ... . (11:14) 


From the very beginning, the groups 
who became the Arab peoples have been 
at enmity with God’s people. Ishmael 
hated Isaac. “As at that time he who was 
born according to the flesh persecuted 
him who was born accor 'ing to the 
Spirit, so it is now” (Gal. 4:29). But 
this enmity will cease. The Messiah who 
will tansform the wild animals so that 
they lose their ferocity and have their 
very appetites changed will also trans- 
fern. the hearts of men. “He stills the 
noise of the seas, the noise of their waves 
and the tumult of the people” (Ps. 65:7). 
To change the hearts of n.en is a greater 
task than to change the nature of the 
animals. But the power of the Lord is 
equal to this, and the Arab peoples will 
submit to Israel. The real force of the 


‘change is that they will submit to Israel's 


King. 
Lord, we thank Thee for 
the royalty of Jesus Christ. 


THE SEA... THE RIVER . . . (11:15) 


There are many’ indications in the 
prophetic Scriptures that there will be 
violent physical disturbances at the end 
of the age. Geologists tell us certain 
things about the Middle East that make 
all the Bible prophecies more than prob- 
able. God’s Word makes them more than 
certain. Glance at a good map of Africa, 
and you will see that there is a long 
chain of lakes near the eastern ‘coast of 
the continent, running from south to 
north. Some of these lakes are so deep 
that their waters are hundreds of feet 
below. sea level. This is the Great Rift 
and continues by the Gulf of Aden and 
the Red Sea through the Dead Sea and 
the Jordan Valley. Read Zechariah 14; 
Ezekiel 47; Joel 3:16, etc. It is not neces- 
sary. to try to draw a map of the land 
as it will be, nor need we be overcon- 
cerned about the details of prophecy. 
We have other things to do—to be chan- 
nels of Christ’s love. He will také care 
of the day of His power. 

Lord, make us humble before Thee. 
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PRESCRIPTION 


(Continued from page 11) 


how it reaches them. Probably they are 
people who are used to relying on others. 
If someone promises them strongly 
enough that they will get help, they 
grasp on this, and their guilt complexes 
disappear. 

“And why does help come? Well, it 
is alleged that it comes because God 
loves us, but those who have studied 
the matter a great deal say that we are 
to glorify Him. Such selfishness in de- 
manding that the whole world be sub- 
servient and glorify Him is something 
that we would repudiate upon earth. We 
couldn’t allow this self-glorification in 
an individual, and to have it in God is 
abhorrent to us. We must have a more 
selfless God than the one the Christians 
talk about. 

“And what are the implications of 
this anyhow? Christians imply an ex- 
clusiveness which is not congenial to 
our thinking. We know that in science 
there are often two points of view, both 
of which are partly true. One scientist 
will condemn another for years, and 
then we find that both were looking at 
truth; there was truth in both, but not 
complete truth. They were correct in 
what they affirmed, wrong in what they 
denied. Undoubtedly the Christians are 
in the same situation. Both the Chris- 
tians and the Buddhists, for example, 
have elements of truth; truth in rela- 
tion to an absolute, truth in relation to 
some kind of power behind the universe. 
It is too bad that the Christians have 
combined it with an exclusiveness and 
don’t see that in the climate of opinion 
in which we now live this exclusiveness 
is unsatisfactory.” 

For the intellectual to get help when 
he is in that frame of mind is almost im- 
possible. He cannot just reach out and 
grab a helping hand, because he wants 
to see it rationalized in terms of his 
system of thought. He wants to know the 
source of that help, the manner of that 
help, because he has already committed 
himself (consciously if he is a first-rate 
intellectual; unconsciously if he is a 
second-rate intellectual) to a set of as- 
sumptions that are rigid, airtight, all 
inclusive. From his point of view the 
system is complete; it is a whole, and 
there is room only for that which is 
already there, or for that which can 
come out of his assumptions. 

Now, Nicodemus was not a pagan 
intellectual; rather he was a theistic 
intellectual, a teacher, a professor, an 
academician of religion. In Nicodemus’ 
theistic system there was no means 
whereby a man could be good and at 
the same time claim to be God. He had 
an airtight system which he had in- 
herited from his forefathers culturally. 
It was a good system. It included theism, 


it included God, it. included power, it 
included the love of God. But so far 
as he was concerned, it specifically ex- 
cluded anything which was not mono- 
theistic. To him, a man who implied 
that he was God was also implying 
polytheism, and to him that implied 
wickedness or crackpotism. And there 
was no, absolutely no, logical point from 
which he could begin to argue himself 
into accepting a change in his system 
whereby such a man could be God. The 
intellectual structuring of his philosophi- 
cal religious system absolutely excluded 
Jesus as God. 

Now then, what did Jesus tell this in- 
tellectual? He said something like this, 
“Nicodemus, I’m sorry I can’t explain 
it to you. You‘ve seen something that 
troubles you; you’ve seen something 
that doesn’t fit your system. You’ve seen 
right. You’ve seen me to be good, and 
you’ve seen me implying that I am God, 
and that I am acting with the power of 
God. This doesn’t fit your system, but I 
can’t explain it to you because your as- 
sumptions don’t allow for a starting 
point. Nicodemus, to you it isn’t logical, 
nothing in your system permits it. I’m 
sorry that I can’t explain. You'll just 
have to be born again.” (Compare John 
3:1-5). 

Now what did this mean? As I see it, 
Jesus’ implications could be paraphrased 
this way: “Nicodemus, I’m sorry, but 








Save Postage Stamps 


Please save and send to the 
address given below all U. S. 
and foreign postage stamps 
which come into your home or 
office except the small, com- 
mon, current, ordinary 1¢, 2¢ 
and 3¢ U. S. stamps. Omit 
sending post cards, stamped 
envelopes or meters. It is not 
necessary to soak the stamps 
off the paper. Do not bother 
to sort them. Stamps with per- 
forations clipped or damaged 
by being peeled off the en- 
velope are valueless. Try and 
leave %” paper around the 
stamp. Stamps will be sold for 
the benefit of ETERNITY. Mark 
envelopes and packages ETER- 
NITY. 
S. F. Johnson 
251 Grand Ave. 
Freeport, N. Y. 














NEW, NATURAL LIGHTWEIGHT gee - 


DENTAL PLATE ‘tiie 











SEND NO MONEY i. P22E."Rococt: Noot tortion. Actnow. 
CLINICAL DENTAL LAB.,335 W. Madison St.,Der’ L-163 Chicago 6. ll. 





ETERNITY 


I can’t explain this because you have no 
frame of reference in which answers 
make any sense. You will have to do 
without it. You will have to start with- 
out being logical. That is to say, you'll 
have to start without fitting things into 
your system. And, Nicodemus, whether 
you like it or not, you'll have to start 
with a jump in the dark, you'll have to 
leap in faith into a new system. You'll 
have to be born again. You'll have to 
reject your old system as such and you'll 
have to dive into this new one. To do 
this you'll have to seize on the empirical 
data as a baby seizes on the things to 
which it reacts in a strange world. You'll 
have to begin by seeing that I am good 
and that I have power. Rejecting every- 
thing else wherever necessary, you'll have 
to build a new religious system on this 
starting point—on me. If you don’t do 
this, you'll never understand—you can’t 
understand. And, Nicodemus, you can’t 
ask_me to explain why I’m good, where 
I came from, where I’m going, or what 
the results are going to be. You'll just 
have to take it, and start all over again, 
although it smashes your present philo- 
sophical system to bits.” 

Of course, I have exaggerated the 
problem of Judaism, for as Christians 
we think we have a system which allows 
for it. But why did our Lord make 
Nicodemus wait for an answer? Because 
in order to understand Christianity 
philosophically as a system, the world 
had to wait for the crucifixion and the 
resurrection. Until the resurrection had 
come about, there was absolutely no 
chance to have a total philosophical 
system which made sense and included 
Him. Why didn’t Jesus give lectures on 
these things in systematic theological 
detail? He was not ready. The resurrec- 
tion was needed. This, I think, is why 
Jesus had the doctrines of the church 
as developed in the New Testament 
wait until His resurrection. Then he 
had Paul show how the system worked. 

But in the meantime here was Nico- 
demus, an intellectual with no hope of 
building a new system because he didn’t 
have enough data; with the apparent col- 
lapse of his old system, but with no hope 
of understanding the new. To him Jesus 
said, ‘“‘Nicodemus you must be born 
again.” Then he added this figure of 
speech, “The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth.” (John 
3:8). 

Why this particular illustration? I 
explain it this way, “You don’t know 
where the wind comes from, but you 
set your sail. You don’t know where the 
wind comes from, but you put up your 
windmill. You don’t know where the 
wind comes from, but it will turn the 
blades and give you power.” So Jesus 
said to him, “Nicodemus, I’m in no 
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position to tell you about the resurrec- 
tion and the new kingdom. But if you 
will take it by faith, beginning with 
trust in my goodness and my power, you 
can get the power from God.” 

The intellectual needs to be told that 
his system as a whole must be replaced— 
that he must be born again. Christianity 
is not an accretion; it is not something 
added. It is a new total outlook which 
is satisfied with nothing less than pene- 
tration to the farthest corners of the 
mind and the understanding. 

Some of us have been born again, but 
we are just babes. May God guide us 


that we not be content to be immature, 
but that we continue all our lives to look 
to God, that His power, His might, His 
love, His gentleness, His goodness, His 
unselfishness, His self-control, -might ' 
penetrate our wills, our minds, our emo- 
tions, our relations with one another. ~ 


Our heavenly Father, we yield again 
to thee and look to thee for Thy power 
and ask thee to make us to be conformed 
to the death of Christ, and to His power 
and glory. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 





A chapel talk given at Camp Wycliffe, Summer 
Institute of Linguistics, University of Oklahoma, 
Norman, Okla. 
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PHARISAISM 
(Continued from page 7) 


to take them all to the place where they 
quarantine communicable diseases. This 
would have been a most horrible ex- 
perience for these children from an- 
other land. Bob Pierce phoned one, 
two, three, four, five (American and 
British) Protestant hospitals in Tokyo 
and Yokahama. The moment he men- 
tioned measles, the doctors, nurses, and 
missionaries cried out with horror. There 
was no room for these children. Finally, 
as a last resort, Bob Pierce called a 
Roman Catholic Hospital. The nun to 
whom he talked was definite and im- 
mediate. “Certainly. We will take them 
all. Get them into cars and bring them 
here, and we will be clearing out a 
ward. We will try to have it ready by 
the time you arrive.” There had bet- 
ter be some reappraisals of spiritual 
values before the time of the judgment 
seat of Christ. 


Lest some Pharisees advise people to 
cancel their subscriptions to ETERNITY 
because I have told a good and truthful 
word about some Roman Catholic mis- 
sionaries, let me say that I am still fully 
aware of the peril of Jesuitism. The 
Pharisees do not like such stories. It 
upsets their little nest of security and 
makes them feel less sure. If not all Ro- 
manists are bad, and if not all funda- 
mentalists are good, how can they make 
proper appraisal? Has our generation 
been so corrupted by Western movies, 
where there are only “good guys” and 
“bad guys,” that immature Christians 
must think that people are either all 
right or all wrong? And what is their 
standard of “all right”? Is it not agree- 
ment with self? To make such people 
think, really think, is to take all the 
little black lines off the yardstick by 
which they do their measuring. Now 
what will they do? 


All this greatly frightens the Phar- 
isees. They have been giving their pa- 
tients vanilla-flavored placebos for so 
long that the very thought of strong 
medicine makes them tremble. The real 
Pharisee will not take the medicine. 

How can I get the message across that 
I believe to be one of the most impor- 
tant for our day? Do not think that I 
do not love the brethren if I attack 
Pharisaism. God knows that I am as 
close to them as they will let me be, and 
I have sought repeatedly to restore our 
fellowship. It is from love and in obed- 
ience to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
that I speak against the practices among 
fundamental brethren that are contrary 
to the practices of Christian love. I be- 
lieve that Isaiah loved the people whose 
doom he pronounced. Jeremiah was 
called the weeping prophet because he 


loved his people so much yet was forced 
to denounce them. My heart cries out 
with sorrow that men whom I love for 
their faithfulness to the Bible and its 
great doctrines have departed so far 
from the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Examples? Alas! It is a question of 
choice, for there are many. Example 
one: A secular magazine decided to run 
an article about Billy Graham. Since he 
is a public figure, articles about him 
have appeared in a hundred papers. He 
has no control over the bad publicity 
that he gets. But to my horror I have 
discovered that one of the outstanding 
“defenders of the faith” in separatist 
circles took the picture of Billy Graham 
that appeared in a low-class magazine, 
surrounded it with a dozen semi-nudes 
that appeared in other parts of the 
magazine, had the whole photographed 
and circulated it as a criticism of Billy 
Graham. This is Pharisaism at its worst. 
It is as dishonest as though the man 
had taken the words mother and harlot 
and associated them because they are in 
the same dictionary. 


Example two: A Christian brother 
who is well known for his proclamation 
of Christian truth wrote an article for a 
Christian magazine denying the sal- 
vation of a certain group of believers. 
He took an article from a publication 
of this group and printed one sentence 
composed of three parts, one from the 
middle of the twelfth paragraph fol- 
lowed by the fifth line of the fourteenth 
paragraph and concluding with some- 
thing from the eighth and eleventh lines. 
He quoted it without the customary 
dots (. . .) that denote omission. The 
man who had written the article twenty- 
five years before wrote a kind letter to 
the publisher, pointed out that he had 
been quoted out of context, and made 
reference to later statements withdraw- 
ing the wrong teaching expressed earlier; 
but the publisher has refused to print 
the correction! This is Pharisaism. 


The third example is not so bad, but 
it illustrates a terrible tendency that can 
lead to Pharisaism. Certain religious 
bookstores follow the practice of pasting 
little labels inside some of the books 
they sell, warning the reader not to ac- 
cept all that is found therein. The idea 
is, “This book contains passages which 
are not acceptable to our particular set 
of interpretations of the Bible, and it 
cannot be swallowed whole.” The im- 
plication is that the books which do 
not have this label can be taken as ap- 
proved and you do not have to think as 
you read! Now, as a mater of fact, there 
is no need for a Protestant Index. The 
Roman Catholics have an Index because 
they are afraid. They must hold their 
people in ignorance and keep them 
through fear. This is why they are for- 
bidden to attend Protestant church serv- 
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ices, to read any other than approved 
books, to listen to any other than Ro- 
manist broadcasts. Do we have such 
fear? God forbid! 

What do we wish to inculcate in those 
whom we are called to teach? Hundreds 
of times I have said, “Don’t dare to say 
that you believe something because you 
heard Dr. Barnhouse teach it.” The 
worst insult that can be offered to a 
Bible teacher is to quote him as your 
authority, for you put him between 
yourself and the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Holy Spirit is to be your teacher. He 
will lead you to look through and be- 
yond the Bible to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have suffered personally from Phar- 
isaism. I shall give no examples that 
concern me personally, but I can cite 
one that has affected my ministry. In a 
certain church I pointed out some errors 
in the notes of the Scofield Reference 
Bible and was not invited to return to 
that church. I wasn’t “safe,” for I had 
pointed out some errors in the teachings 
of “dispensationalists.” In like manner 
my ministry was rejected in a church 
where I had previously held four or five 
conferences because I preached the gos- 
pel of Christ to many thousands of 
people over television under the aus- 
pices of the National Council of Church- 
es. This was guilt by association. For 
the humor of it let me quote what the 
minister said to me in a personal con- 
versation: “I would not dare announce 
your meetings. I know you are funda- 
mental and will preach the gospel. But 
someone who is blessed by your minis- 
try here might see you on television. 
There they might see that the time was 
given free through the National Council 


in the name of the Lord, if we couldn’t 
do something about it. Before that meet- 
ing was over, we were all on our knees. 
Two men who had been most bitterly 
at odds shook hands and prayed to- 
gether. Only one man there said that he 
could not ask the Lord to bless what 
we were doing. He said that we were all 
compromisers by remaining in apostate 
denominations or by associating with 
someone with whom he was not asso- 
ciating.. But the rest of us found new 
oneness in Christ. This movement needs 
to spread more widely. 

In closing let me say that if the Holy 
Spirit has wounded anyone through the 


truths set forth in this article I am glad, 
humbly glad beyond expression. If there 
has been any wound that has been 
caused by me, the writer, I humbly 
apologize and am exceedingly sorry for 
it. 

“For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love be servants one of another. 
For the whole law is fulfilled in one 
word, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ But if you bite and devour one 
another take heed that you are not con- 
sumed by one another” (Gal. 5:13-15). 

END 
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of Churches. Seeing that, they might be 
led to read a book by Niebuhr, who 
favors the National Council. So they 
might become neo-orthodox.” This is 
fantastic, but true. 

My last example concerns the spirit 
of division, envy, and jealousy that ex- 
ists among men who hold the same gen- 
eral theological view as I. A few years 
ago I was preaching in a Canadian city 
and a prominent Philadelphia layman 
was at a dinner where I also was enter- 
tained. One of the Canadians said, 
“Here is an astonishing thing. Two 
Christians from Philadelphia at the 
same table and not using their knives 
and forks on each other!” I was cut to 
the quick. 

A few weeks later I telephoned a 
dozen men in Philadelphia and invited 
them to have lunch with me in a down- 
town club, not telling any of them that 
the others were coming. As each man 
came into our private dining room, he 
saw others to whom he had not spoken 
for months or years. In some cases the 
feuds were bitter beyond description. 
When we had asked the blessing, I told 
my guests the Canadian story and asked, 
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LEAH 
(Continued from page 5) 


may be, the value of the story for us lies 
in the unfolding of the divine dealings 
with them. God was good to both. The 
unhappy situation which made them an- 
tagonists was not of God’s making; yet 
in it He overruled in wondrous fairness 
and grace toward them both. To Leah, 
initially deprived, He gave sons, despite 
her sin; then for Rachel, after her ex- 
perience of deprivation, He satisfied the 
natural yearning for a child. Through 
all these varied experiences God was 
seeking—as He is with all men—to turn 
their hearts unto Himself. For both ex- 
perienced the goodness of God in His 
giving—which should have evoked their 
loving gratitude—and also the wooing 
of the Lord in His withholding. He 
loved both equally, as He loves all man- 
kind; by alternately bestowing and de- 
nying He sought to prove His grace and 





to quicken their trust. And Leah, whose 
portion held a greater-share of depriva- 
tion, entered into a spiritual inheritance 
which her more favored sister missed. 
Rachel’s strong desire was satisfied: 
the Lord did add to her another son, 
but in the bearing of him she died. One 
cannot but think of the words spoken 
long afterwards concerning Jacob’s de- 
scendants, “God gave them their re- 
quest, but sent leanness into their souls” 


(Ps. 106:15), as applicable to Rachel 
also. She had said, “Give me sons, or 
else I die,” and she had sons, but yet 


died. She is the archetype of those who 
are determined to have their own way 
at all costs—only to find that they lose 
all in obtaining their desire. 

After Rachel died, Leah probably 
thought she would at last gain Jacob as 
a true husband. But did she? We can 
never know, for Scripture is silent on 
the subject. But we do read the poign- 
ant story of how, when Jacob gathered 
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his sons around him to bless them be- 
fore he died, he summed up his life- 
story in the one yearning sentence, “As 
for me, when I came from Padan, 
Rachel died by me in the land of 
Canaan in the way, and I buried her 
there in the way of Ephrath” (Gen. 48: 
7). Rachel was his one true love to the 
end; Leah never won his heart. Never- 
theless, Leah’s was a greater privilege. 
For although Rachel’s elder son Joseph 
became so great and good a man and in 
due course received from Jacob the 
“double portion” of the first-born—al- 
beit he was not strictly the firstborn— 
yet it was through Leah’s son Judah— 
the one whose name marked Leali’s 
turning her thoughts and hopes toward 
God—that the Abrahamic promise was 
fulfilled; for our Lord was born of the 
tribe of Judah. And Leah was buried in 
the cave of Machpelah, where Abraham 
and Sarah lay, and Isaac and Rebekah; 
and where. later the bones of Jacob 
were laid beside her (Gen. 49:29-31). 
Yes, they were united in death! Never 
gaining his love in life, she yet became 
a partaker with him in the fulfilment of 
the divine purposes and promises. 

In these considerations we are brought 
face to face with the real and abiding 
values and satisfactions of life—and not 
only of life, but of eternity. For the les- 
sons of this story provide the answer to 
the problem of the deprivations and dis- 
abilities which so grievously overshadow 
the lives of so many. That answer can 
only be found as life is viewed in the 
light of eternity. The inequalities of 
natural gifts and graces, of place and 
possessions, of strength and stamina, arc 
seemingly. so unfair to the under- 
privileged that if this life were all then 
it would be impossible to believe that 
God is love. St. Paul frankly declares 
that, even in this gospel dispensation, 
“If in this life only we have faith in 
Christ, we are of all men most pitiable” 
(I Cor. 15:19). But since life is only the 
prelude, the preparation for eternity, 
then we may well go on to say with the 
apostle, “I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18; cf. II Cor. 
4:17, 18; I Pet. 1:6, 7). 

The worldly-minded despise this doc- 
trine and scornfully dismiss it as “pie 
in. the sky. when you die.” The Com- 
munist stigmatizes it as “dope for the 
people.”. But those who are taught by 
God find in this truth not only the ex- 
planation of seeming unfairness in the 
government of the universe, but also 
the greatest incentive to faith and hope 
and love. For— 

Ill that He blesses is our good, 


h And unblessed good is ill; 


.And all is right that seems most 
wrong 
ENpD 





If it be His sweet will. 
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